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FOREWORD

These notes were originally the product of a Bible study class held in Brisbane during 1974
and 1975 wupon the themelidhé. Ki Tge of absr i
of the lives and characters of 39 kings who ruled over Israel and Judah from the division of
the kingdom of Solomon in 931 BC to the overthrow of Judah in 586 BC.

A great deal of valuable instruction and exhortatian be derived from a consideration of

the affairs of Godbdés ecclesia in this peri
that others might share some of the benefits of this study which is aptly suited to the times

in which we live.

The life d each king is considered separately in essay and summary form, to which has
been added verse by verse notes to assist study of the text. Every attempt has been made
however, to retain a measure of synchronisation between contemporary kings as this is the
method employed by the Divine chronicler.

The notes span the following sections of scripture:
1 Kings chapters 12 to 22; 2 Kings chapters 1 to 25; and 2 Chronicles chapters 10 to 36.

Not all chapters listed receive consideration and those chaptersgdeélinthe lives of

Elijah and Elisha have been excluded except where they record events in the lives of the
two great prophets that are interwoven with the lives of the kings under consideration. It
also follows that where the history of the kings is etpd in almost identical form in the
companion record it has been omitted as additional notes would serve no purpose.

In re-issuing these notes to the Brotherhood after many years of unavailability the
publishers hope that they will be a helpful sourcénfdrmation for Bible students who
undertake a study of the kings of Israel and Judah. A prayerful and careful study of this
portion of the Scriptures is a most rewarding exercise and is commended to all.

J. A. Cowie



INTRODUCTION

OBJECT OF THE STUDY

The object of this brief review of the kings is to derive useful lessons for modern ecclesial

life from that era of ecclesial history. By a careful examination of the significant characters
presented in the records of Kings and Chronicles and reflectidheoreasons for their
successes and failures; the virtues and faults of their reigns, and the effect each had upon
the destiny of their nation, the student gains greater insight into human behaviour and is
made more sensitive to the many pitfalls whictewforought the kings of Israel and Judah
6very |l owé. There is also much that is pos
service of our God through the examples of the faithful who punctuated this long period of

|l srael 6s history.

A STUDY INBADERSHIP

This is essentially a study in | eadershinp
people. The primary focus is on men of responsibility who were tantamount to ecclesial

|l eaders and should have beensuchthedperphatheds of
kings is useful ground for any who have leadership responsibilities in ecclesial and family

life today.

ISRAEL ANDJUDAHODO S ECCLESI A

Israel and Judah were the ecclesia of God (1 Chron. 29:23; Exoeb;18d%s 7:38; Jer.
3:14&20; Rom. 11:35). As an ecclesia (though at times apostate) all Israelites stood
related to the covenants of promise. Each individual lived a life and developed a character
which finally determined his eternal destiny. The lives and characters of the ddmgs
recorded by God as both a warning and exhortation to all subsequent generations of
covenant bearers whose future will be determined upon the same basis.

A Divine appraisal or summary of each king is inserted in the record of their reigns,
whetheritvas | ong or short. This is evidence th
run to and fro through the whole eartho, v
of the kings as they led His ecclesia in their era. With unerring accuracy Hehimadohal

and irreversible assessment of them at the end of their reign (Heb. 13:17).

It will be the object of these notes to highlight the lessons that may be learnt from the

record of the kings of |1srael andeehdsdfah 0w
the age are come. O

THE ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF KINGS

The Kings and Chronicles represent an expansive historical record which is distinctly
religious in its tenor. Severe indictment or commendation are encountered according to
each r ul etofthsthirgpagd @od.d lelunbiased and direct manner with which the
acts of each king are recorded indicates authorship from outside the court of the king. No
royal scribe or court historian would record the history of monarchs in such unequivocal
and autbritative fashion. Not only would it endanger his position but, in the case of some
kings, his life as well. The records were written by men who though fully acquainted with



the details of the lives of the kings were not connected with them in any wayitiet

have biased or influenced what they wrote
view of each king rather than that which the king might have wished to be recorded of
himself.

The prophets undoubtedly were the recorders of the history of tiisl pieither the royal
scribes or the priests could have satisfe
accomplished so well. Their names are often mentioned in the Divine summaries appended

to each king. The prophets also played a prominent ralleeiranointing and subsequent
accession of kings as the following list shows:

Samuel- Saul (1 Sam. 10:1), and David (1 Sam. 16tB®, Nathan - Solomon (1Kings
1:11-27,34); Ahijah - Jeroboam (1 Kings 11:288); Jehu - Doom against Baasha
(1 Kings 16:%4,7); Elisha - Jehu (2 Kings 9:112).

The records of prophets being involved with kings, usually to condemn them, are
numerous, but in particular the history of Elijah and Elisha covers 19 chapters from
1Kings 17 to Xings 13. Who would have such a complkt@wledge but the prophets
themselves? Furthermore it is noteworthy that many words and phrases used by the writers
of these records are echoed by Isaiah, Jeremiah and other O.T. prophets of this period.

THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS

A brief summary of the elvelopment of the school of the prophets and their role in Israel
will be useful background to our study of the kings.

1) The association of many prophets together commenced in the days of Samuel. Before
his time the only prophets mentioned were Abraham (@&@17); Aaron (Exod. 7:1);
Miriam and Deborah, and the unnamed prophet of Jud. 6:8. Moses was also a prophet
(Deut. 18:15), but nowhere is it recorded that prophets gathered in groups until the
days of Samuel (1 Sam. 10:5,-1D). If not the founder, Samiusas certainly the first
significant leader of the school of the prophets (1 Sam. 19:20).

2) Samuel 6s yearly circuit of Bethel, -Gilga
17), was probably in connection with the schools of the prophets he had estlablishe

3) Jezebel murdered groups of prophets (1 Kings 18:4). These were described as
Yahwehb6s prophets (1 Kings 9:10, 14).

4) There were evidently communities of prop
and its immediate vicinity (2 Kings 2:3,5).

5) EIl i s h &ngsswithdtbeasons of the prophets were many. He was clearly their
acknowledged leader (2 Kings 4:1,38;-8)1

6) They were manifestly an independent group, having their inception before the
monarchy, and therefore well able to play the part of indepeiente recorders.

7) The 6éseersd were actually prophetasddgdh S
meaning O0to seed. Samuel himself is desc

8) Prophets and seers recorded the history of Kings (1 Chron. 29:29; 2 Chron.
9:29,12:15)



THE CHRONICLES OF THE KINGS

The phrase AThe chronicles of the Kingso
Chronicles; 12 times concerning the kings of Judah (first mention 1K#@9), and 18
times concerning the kings of Isrgéfst mention 1Kingsl4:19).

It is apparent that these fAchroniclesd wer
the ruling monarch of each kingdom and that in due course they were assembled and
completed to form the books of Kings and Chrorice we have them today.

THE ACTS OF THE KINGS

The word factso is wused 50 times in the
primarily records of the acts or works of
according to the same rulethatlmap pl i ed t o responsi bl e men
guickly and my reward is with me, to give
( Rev. 22:12) . AWor ksd or fr ui-20sLuke @445 ct wtk

and therefore the fihgudgement will be upon the basis of what a man has done, whether it
be good or evil (2 Cor. 5:10, Rom. 215).

I't is sobering to reflect upon the fact tI
and Judah, so He isnadasopeccicalrdi agomodr k nau
book of the 1ifed as di si6B,Malt3:16, and Rev.20f1B e Bo

make reference to these personal records of our lives and character, commenced at the time
we become responsible to Divipelgement.

The final assessment of our dAactso wild.l d
recorded in AThe Book of Lifed by the Jud:
record there are found sins unrepented of, and therefore unfgrgigess of the flesh and
factso that testify to fian evil heart of
will also be recorded therein, as it was in the case of every wicked or unfaithful king in
Israel and Judah. On the other hand, ifthedudg i nds a record of wo
of a good and responsive heart having produced works of faith out of a character reflecting
his own; and manifested in a man who, know
mercy and strength, repented ofs hsins and sought forgiveness, then the Divine
assessment will be one of commendation as it was in the case of just a few kings in Judah.

It remains to be seen if God will reveal the history of our lives to future generations of
mortals in the Kingdom Agé or t hei r Al earning and admon
lives and characters of the kings to us. One thing is certain however. Very few of the kings,

i f any, woul d have real i sed t hat t he aff
preserved for thecrutiny of all subsequent generations.

Finally, some mention should be made of t
character. Character is the mature product of faith and obedience developed by the
influence of the word of God upon the mind drehrt under trial. As an individual grows

in faith, and obedience to the Divine will he is conformed in measure to the moral image or
pattern of Christ who was the perfect ma n
works over a period of time testif t o hi s character. Hence C
man faccording to that which he hath done
following maxim is not without some force:



Sow an Act Reap a Habit,
Sow a Habit Reap a Character,
Sow a Claracter- Reap a Destiny.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE KINGS

Chronology is a rewarding study in itself but its real value lies in the light it throws upon
the surrounding text. Studied in conjunction with the text it is a valuable aid to deeper
understanding of #hDivine record of the Kings.

Unfortunately, experience has shown that it is extremely difficult to arrive at an absolutely
certain chronological table for the period
issue is confused by some contradictgmychronisms and other difficulties apparently due

to interpolation and errors in the transcription of the text. Some commentators even
suggest that there were differing dating systems employed in Judah and Israel. These
difficulties will only be fully appeciated by those who attempt to reconstruct the
chronology of the period. However, despite the many difficulties, much valuable detail is
available enabling a reasonable reconstruction to be made, though dogmatism in some
areas is impossible.

Most authorities now agree that 931 BC was the year of the division of the kingdom of
Sol omon and that 723 BC was the year of |s
of Assyria. 586 BC is generally agreed to be the year of the dissolution tf dusla ki n g d o |
and the demise of Zedekiah its last king at the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

Not wishing to enter into a detailed consideration of the chronology of the period the
author has for the purpose of these notes adopted the followingoldgimal table from

the commentary on 1 and 2 Kings by John Gray which is largely based on the
chronological scheme elaborated by Edwin R. Thiele in his WhekMysterious Numbers

of the Hebrew Kings Gr ay makes some si gni fwork and t mo (
although there are still areas of difficulty with his chart, it seems the most satisfactory
among those encountered so far.



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

ISRAEL
Jeroboam 1
Nadab
Baasha
Elah
Omri (rule disputed)
(undisputed)
Ahab
Ahaziah (ceregent)
(sole king)
Jehoram
Jehu

Jehoahaz

Jehoash (coegent)
(sole king)

Jeroboam Il (caegent)
(sole king)

Zechariah

Shallum
Menahembés r
Menahem established
Pekahiah

Pekah

Hoshea
Fall of Samaria

931910
910909
909-886
886-885
885881
881-874
874853
855

853852
852841
841-814

813797
799
796-781
794
781-754
754753
753

753
751742
742-741
740732/1

731723
723722

JUDAH
Rehoboam
Abijah
Asa

Jehoshaphat

Jehoram (caegent)
(sole king)
Ahaziah

Athaliah

Joash

Amaziah (ceregent)
(sole king)

Azariah/Uzziah (caegent)

(sole king)

Jotham (ceregent)
(sole king)

Ahaz (coeregent)
(recognised by
pileser)

(formal accession)
(reign)

Hezekiah (ceregent)
(sole king)
Manasseh (coegent)
(sole king)

Amon

Josiah

Jehoahaz (3 months)
Jehoiakim
Jehoiachin (3 months)
Zedekiah

Fall of Jerusalem

Tiglath

930914
913911
911871

871-847

853
848841
841
841-836
835796
798
795767
791
766-740

750
739734
734
732

730
730715
729
714686
695
685641
640639
639609
609
608597
597
596586
586




| SRAELGOS FI RST THREE K

SAUL, DAVID, and SOLOMON

Although the scope of this study does not include Saul, David, and Solomon, no study of
the kings of Israel and Judah would be complete without some reference to these three
kings and the effect of their reigns upon the subsequent history of the kingthem. T
following is a brief summary of their lives and character with special emphasis on the
manner in which they influenced the direc
years.

SAUL

|l srael 6s first king was a tnishedhisdfe rhiserghlyr e wh
in utter despair and hopelessness, having been abandoned by God for his disobedience and
rebellion.

The tragic failure of the man chosen by G
plea to Samuel, éMake ULBka &i hgthe padi on:
comment through the prophet Hosea (chapter-1319) . There Yahweh sai
king in mine anger, and took him away in

King and desired a visible march to lead them into war and judge them after the manner

of the surrounding nations. This was the fulfilment of the prophecy of Deut. 17:14. God
therefore, in anger, gave them a king of the sort they envisaged, and when he had proven
himself unworthy byrepeated disobedience to specific Divine commandments, removed
him Ain his wrath.o

In Hosea 13: 9 the reason for Saul 6s failur
hast destroyed -otnbeglse &lblamedor tisdaidre bt &ialf. He was

given every chance to succeed. All that was required of him was obedience, but he was
unable to resist the voice of the people on the two principal occasions that his faith and
obedience were tested by God. Following his rejection, he ragattiined into a state
bordering on insanity characterised by repeated attempts to eliminate his obvious
successor.

Saul 6s decline is directly attributable t
kingo (1 Sam. 15: 23), dsehoughlittwagyan tnleerertt fight t hr
(1 Sam. 20:3681), and refused to make way for his Divinely appointed successor. The last
years of Saulés |ife were spent in sorrow
portrays his schizophrenia as he e David with murderous intent and then on
occasions was moved to protest his love for the man he sought to destroy.

An evi |l spirit had overtaken Saul as he v
eclipse in the eyes of the nation (1 Sam. 48:6p.1 Sam. 8:120), and then watched him

grow in stature as he fAdAbehaved hi mphkf wi S
became obvious to all, including Saul , t ha

to highlight the fact that God hambandoned Saul. The frequent frustration of his evil



designs against David increased Saul b6s aw
culminated in his desperate bid to regain contact with the deceased Samuel through the
medium of awitch. Thepathei ¢ pi cture of Athe anointed o
of a woman whose class he had sought to destroy at the commencement of his reign
(1Sam. 28:9) reveals the full circle turne
Yahweho and h &ton obhes ovenrbigernesh, éatrad and jealousy. How the
words of the old prophet must have burned in the mind of Saul as he crawled across the
Valley of Jezreel, back to his troops on Mt. Gilboa following his disastrous visit to Endor:
NfnBehol d betier tbab sagrifice, ®nd to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion

is as the sin ofvitchcraft, and st ubbornness is as-=-=2B)ni qui t

The sad end ofddlesartehe |bdys hfiisr sawrkimagnd, wa s
words AnO | srael, t hou hast destroyed thyse
disobedience, rebellion and hatred this was the fiaethat sealed his eternal destiny.

I't is not without significance t haingth8aul 6 s
history of the divided kingdom which constitute the scope of this present study. In fact it
appears only once outside of the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles and that is in Isa.
10: 29 where incidental r e f eig admost as though thea d e
Spirit desired to forget about the man who
king. So much did David overshadow Saul that he fades from the record into almost total
insignificance. His effect upon the nation wadgremely limited and with his death any
influence for good or evil which he may have exerted disappeared completely.

Whil e Saul dés failure may have had ITittle
interesting to note the curious parallels betweemn 8ad Jeroboam the first king of the
northern section of the divided kingdom Kk
pattern himself on Saul, but in similar circumstances and moved by the same motives his
life and character resembled that of Saulmiany particulars. Compare the records of
1Sam. 15:1723 and 1 Kings 11:289 and 12:283, and note that both were Divinely
appointed and make a humble start. Both men failed when faced with a dilemma that
required faith, and turned to their own devitessecure their position and power which

was threatened by the departure of their subjects. Both were men of pride with an
obsession for power, and manifested stubbornness in the face of Divine rebuke. Both were
0i dol atersd who s aclnicdntrast éodSaulvioweleo, the effecbcd d i e
Jeroboam on the history of Israel was nothing short of catastrophic, for he became known
as NJeroboam the Son of Nebat who made | sr

Bro. L. G. Sargent summar i sed wheyold wéramthet h e s
mountains of Gilboa, scene of the defeat of Saul. To a mind filled with the history of
Israel, those heights would call up the whole tragedy of the king who became haunted by
the knowledge of his own rejection and filled with hatred efsbccessor whom God had
chosen. It was the story of a man who by worldly standards was not irreligious, but who
was lacking in the faith which could make the word of God a living reality in his life.
Weakness in trust had in him its retribution; the gbahtrust is removed, and as a result
rebellion against the Divine judgement finds an outlet in the murderous pursuit of David;
and Astubbornnesso | eads at | ast to the ¢
stands in antithesis to the God who has r s a k eTeaching of thé Maétepage 15)



DAVID

Wit hout any doubt #Athe Belovedo is the gr
from the Judges to the times of Christ. In the records of the kings he is represeated as
monumental figure who stood before Israel as Christ now stands before the Ecclesia. His
name is mentioned 70 times in the record under study, most frequently in the context of a
comparison between his reign and that of his successors. He is set ftit @dme

example of what Yahweh desired in a king, and consequently his character and reign
became the standard by which all other kings were assessed (e.g. 1 Kings 1453; 15:3
Much could be written concerning this great man but we will limit thisicimation to a

brief review of his character.

David possessed what Saul | acked; the des|
His will whatever the cost to himself. With David it was an inflexible rule that the Divine
will always came before any ah considerations, and because of this readiness to obey,
God regarded him as fia mamR23gft Dravhidd sowr a

been formed early in |Iife by his work as
had taught him mank e s son s, not the | east of which
and providence (Psa. 23) . The | eading and
training ground for a man who was to | ead
caled t he HAsheep of his pasturedo (Psa. 80: |
shepherd and this prepared him well for the greater work-wfiteng, leading and feeding

Godods flock who were in complete disarray
Psal mi st records: AfHe chose David also hi

from following the ewes great with young He brought him to feed Jacob His people, and
Israel his inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity of his heauimied
them by the skilfuln®ss of his handsodo (Psa

It is an interesting exercise to compare and contrast the anointing of Saul with that of
Davi d. Samuel found David diligent®&am keep
16:11), but he fouh Sa ul wandering aimlessly in a veae
(1 Sam. 9:110). These incidents serve to characterise the subsequent reigns of Saul and
David. One man was never in control of the people he ruled, allowing them to rebel against
fitbhbemmandments of Yahweho; the other skil i
and brought the nation of Israel to unprecedented heights of glory.

Some idea of the enormous i mpact of Davi d
obtained by a coideration of the fact that many times Yahweh had cause to destroy

Judahés king for apostasy and evil idol atr
of Davido; the covenant which he had made
may haveati ht al way before me in Jerusalemo (1
Bro. L. G. Sargent writes: Al n beautiful c
whose faith was as true as a sheepbs in i

remared i n his contrition fithe man after God
Godconsci ous man i nTeachireg of@le MastEpagetl® ment . 0 (



SOLOMON

The accession to the throne of Solomon the son of David was different in every way to that
of his father and, tragically for the nation, the impact of his reign upon the subsequent
hi story of | srael was al so v asas hipadydhednf er e
referred to in the summary of his | ife an
nation was the introduction of a corruption that finally brought about its dissolution.

Solomon has the unenviable distinction of being the first kinqntroduce idolatry into

Israel and is the man held solely responsible for the division of the kifg@®md 6 s
ecclesia. Whereas David unified and established the kingdom, Solomon corrupted and
divided it (1Kings 11:11).

A review of Sodsomeqred achidvemerds andesome gad failures which
are made all the more tragic because he had such a unique beginning and wonderful
circumstances and opportunities for success. We will only attempt to briefly review his
achievements and failures.

The arly part of his reign is marked by achievements and success which made him the
greatest king of his time (1 Kings 10:23). Never again did Israel reach the heights of glory
attained in Sol omonbs e-widelfoy hisyuesarpassed whak wa s
(1Kings 10:24), and for his many writings (1 Kings 4:32). The magnificence and
splendour of the temple completed in his seventh year made Israel the centre of universal
attention and wonder. Furthermore his early years were characterised by absadete pe
and prosperity for Israel and the total unification of the people as they basked in the
benefits derived from his greatness, prosperity and universal acclaim. In all of these things
Solomon was an ample type of the Lord Jesus Christ in that time wetsrat sit upon the

throne of David ruling over the humbled nations in righteousness and peace, and presiding
over the worship of his Father in Athe hou

Sol omonés failure was copybook,addaakingn ev
under the Law he failed (Deut. 17:20). He was unheeding of the warning not to return

to Egypt to acquire horses and sent his servants to buy horses and much else as well
(1 Kings 10:2829). He was unmindful of the commandment not to miyltipives to

hi msel f, and Al oved man y2; Neh. 1326)gFarthevrooneehe 6 (
amassed enormous wealth so that silver became of no greater value in Jerusalem than
stones (1 Kings 10:27). Every king was commanded to concentrate his rimdheplaw

of God and write out his own copy of that law (Deut. 17208 Solomon however
diversified his education and God gave him wisdom in all matters in which he sought out
knowledge, according to His promise (1 King29-31). Solomon became an o&adn all

the philosophies and wisdom of his time, excelling all the great men of the east. There was
in this an insidious danger which soon manifested itself.

Solomondés mind was occupied with matters
origins ofear t hods creator, t he reasons behind
purpose of human existence, all matters of faith to men like David, vexed a philosophic
mind and resulted in Solomon embarking upon a quest of experimentation with every lust
andwhim of the flesh (Ecc. 1:17; 211). Never before or since has there been a man as



Solomon

full as Solomon, and as a consequence able to fulfil every desire of the flesh. He did so,
and finally concluded that it was al/l Avan

It was irevitable that under these circumstances apostasy would result, and in due course
ihis wives turned away his hearto and he
introducing a corrupt form of worship into Israel which remained for 350 years until the
days of Josiah when it was finally eradicated completely (1 Kings 11:7). Yahweh was
enraged by Solomonds apostasy because it
him, warning him against Ang®ing after othe

Finally, God onceagain appeared to Solomon to inform him that the kingdom would be
rent from him except for the tribe of Jud.
solely responsible (1 Kings 11113 ) . For the phrase: AFor asm
Youngsli t er al transl|l ati onwthabBeed Fowhismbhchs as|
reference to the very law which Solomon had ignored. In the Law of the King (Deut.17:14

20) which Solomon had broken in every particular, the king was instructed to cofneou
book of the Law for himself. To this inst
with hi mé (verse 19), t hat he may daily pond
upon him. Instead of finding this Lawith Solomon God found idolatry anelyellion

against the provisions of the law governing the kings.

The last words of Solomon reveal that he eventually came to a full realisation of his
disregard for the Law of the King, for he uses the language of Deut.-2@:2A4d quotes

directly from itin Ecc. 12:81 4 , saying; AfLet wus hear the ¢
fear God and keep his commandments: for th



REHOBOAM i

The Indiscreet
(JUDAH)

HEBREW - Rechabamfrom a prim. rooRechabto broaden andm a people. Hence his
name signifies fia pedpvhe has enl arged. a (€

FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 11:43 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 13:7
AGE AT ACCESSION -41 AT DEATH -58
LENGTH OF REIGN - 17 years from 93014 BC

MOTHER - Naamah an Ammonitess (1 Kings 14:21; 2 Chron. 12:13). Her name means
Apl easantnesso (cp. her namesake Gen. 4: 2
Ammonitess is twice emphasised and appears to be an allusionttd?B, and a hint to

one of the factors contributing to his apostasy.

CONTEMPORARY KING - Jeroboam 93910 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The epithett hieRelhnodiosacntr eet 06 points to the |
Solomon who presided over the division of the Kingdom of Israel (1 Kings 11:12). He was
born one year before Solomon ascended the throne and grew up knowing bathtimg
prosperity, peace and opulence of his fat/|l
his lack of character development, his indiscretion, and his pronounced lack of sympathy

for the common people.

Acceding to the throne at the age of 41 andkath of Solomon, Rehoboam faced a crucial
moment at Shechem when he appeared before the people to receive confirmation of his
sovereignty over the whole kingdom. Everything depended upon a correct reading of the
temper of the people and a wise decigiorameliorate their conditions of service to the
monarchy. Instead he manifested all the characteristics of a man who had been brought up

as a spoilt child, l'iving in the o6l ap6 of
and work, and believingi position and status in life to be an inherent and inalienable
right. Rehoboambés inexperience and compl et

in sharp contrast to the political acumen and cunning of Jeroboam the champion of the
common peopleHe was simply no match for the wily and campaign hardened Jeroboam.
God had clearly foreseen that Rehoboam by his own folly and greed would bring about a
set of circumstances resulting in the division of the Kingdom (1 Kings 113136:36).

Duringhisré gn Rehoboam encouraged the growth o
abominations flourished in Jerusalem and Judah. Even the lascivious worship of Ashtoreth
was allowed to exist by the side of the worship of Yahweh and the worst immoralities were
tolerated (1 Kings 14:224). Two basic reasons for his idolatry may be suggested. Firstly
his mother was an Ammonitess (a fAstrange
before he ascended the throne) and this is twice emphasised (1 Kings 14:21,31). Her
influence upon Solomon and the young Rehoboam was most probably corrupting (1 Kings
11:5). Secondly, the example of his father must have had a telling effect upon him. It was
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Sol omon who had taught h
ol d he wildl not depart f
an example which he was quick to follow.

im to Atrainsup a
rom ito (Prov. 22:
The only wisdom manifested by Rehoboam during his reign was the thoughtful manner in
which he dispersed his family thrghout the cities of Judah and trained his sons in the
affairs of state (2 Chron. 11:28). This perhaps reveals that he had learnt something
about political survival from the disastrous events at Shechem. But when it is remembered
that this was the manhe as a boy was the object of the diligent and wise instruction of his
father revealed in the Proverbs, Rehoboam was a bitter disappointment both to God and his
people. He was a classic example of the pointlessness of sound instruction which is not
suppored by a sound and consi stent exampl e i
nation was also his legacy to Rehoboam. The foundations of truth and purity had been
undermined and Rehoboam was content merely to emulate the divided allegiance of his
father tohis destruction. He left the ecclesia in a decayed and listless state after 17 years of
steady decline.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF REHOBOAMG6S RE
1 Kings 2 Chron.

Began his reign aged 41 11:43 9:31
Journey to Shechem for coronation 12:1 10:1
Jeroboam leads a delegation to him 12:25 10:25
The counsel of the old and the young 12:611 10:611
Rehoboamés foolish reply td21g¥opl 1®:1215
The revolt of the ten tribes 12:1617 10:1617
Adoram stoned Rehoboam fleg 12:1819 10:1819
Retaliation prevented by Shemaiah 12:21:24 11:1-4
Fenced cities of Judah fortified 11:512
Levites migrate from northern kingdom 11:1317
Re h o b o a méhs wiseaamangjeynents 11:1823
Hi s i dol atrstasy¢ Judahds apo 14:2224 12:1
Invasion of Shishak king of Egypt 14:2528 12:2-12
Final summary and obituary 14:2931 12:1316

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

JOURNEY TO SHECHEM FOR CORONATKDgS 12:5

Vi-0Rehoboam went to Shenehem:it of ona Blaethém Ims rka
means Aithe shouldero (to shoul der a burd
Rehoboam (see above) and Shechem, this phr
enl arge a people came t o slhally higietentiomin bur d
Shechem, but he proved unequal to the task. Abijah his son later gave his assessment of his
father at this crisis in 2 Chron.-held@r: t7e dcd .
and inexperienced. At 4hta r Reld®b obaunt wsaismpn
immature from a cloistered and luxurious existence.
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Shechem was perhaps the most historically significant place in the entire land and the
natural centre of the northern tribes. A brief history of Shechem reveals its sigr@ficanc

T Godbs first promise in the | a©Gdn 126d Abr .

1 Jacob hid idols taken from Shechem beneath the oak Reme. 35:4

1  Shechem became a city of the Levitdesh. 21:21

1 It also became a city of refugdosh. 20:7

1  The blessings & cursings of the Law were declared héosh. 8:36B5

1 Joshuaods final exhortati o-dosh.24:1l srael wa:

The coronation having been arranged in Shechem and not in Jerusalem probably indicates
the reemergence of tribal difficulties and rivalries which had existed énethrly part of

Daviddéds reign and as | ate as Shebads revol
forced, in what was a delicate situation, to fall in with this arrangement. The burdens of
Sol omonds reign and his i doothaunityyf the arides.p | ac

The record indicates that all Israel intended to confirm Rehoboam as king, providing he
made some concessions, despite the prophecy of Ahijah (1 Kings4).29oubtless this
prophecy was now fairly widely known and the timas opportune for the people to press

for lighter burdens than had been endured under Solomon. It is not surprising that Shechem
was the city chosen by Jeroboam as the initial capital of the new northern kingdom of
Israel (1 Kings 12:25).

V2-o0whenodmralhe son of -Nedbe@am .had.bken abruptly o f
introduced into the record in 1 Kings 11:26 as a rival for the throne and was Divinely
selected for the task according to the prophecy of Ahijah. Having previously fled from the
face of Soloron into Egypt, he had returned immediately on news of his death. This would
seem to indicate, by inference, that whereas Solomon was considered a strong king,
Rehoboam was viewed as weak and vulnerable.

V3-0they sent a Glearly anarly linethee ndnttiem dribes already viewed
Jeroboam as a potential leader in their campaign for better conditions and he was drafted to
lead their delegation to Rehoboam. Being a man of ambition, Jeroboam skilfully used this
opportunity to furter his own cause. It is a common human failing to cloak personal
ambition with an evident zeal for the cause of the oppressed (cp. Nur8)16:1

V4-0Thy f at her ma deTheyake(ol)ywaknet alisolutely vesented dy

Israel. They had willigly entered into their situation as servants of the king in the days of
Samuel (1 Sam. 8:180). It was the severity of the yoke brought about by the massive
taxation required to sustain Solomonds op
alleviationof their burdens through concessions such as rebate on taxes, and reduction of
the corvee (tribute). They had every intention of serving Rehoboam should he grant
concessions, but God had different intentions which were soon to be worked out through
Rehoboamdé s f ol | y.

V5-0Depart ye yeRehdbaam soughtrar irordidiadeyas@unt of time for
consultation considering the obvious disquiet of the people. This was a most unwise
decision under the circumstances, for it allowed Jeroboam and his supgorfoment
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revol t. They needed time and Rehoboam fool
read the mood of the nation before arriving at Shechem is surely a testimony to his
immaturity, blindness, and detachment from his people.

THE COUNSEL OFEOLD AND THE YOWNings 12:41

V6-0Rehoboam consul t-éldesewere theedethirethemld chenrre n 6
elders (the term indicates both age and status). They had been advisers and counsellors for
Solomon for many years and were men whalerstood the times. Rehoboam had the
sense to consult the wise old men first, but that is where it ended. The same Hebrew word
yaatsi s transl|l ated Aconsultedod and fAadviseod i

V7-01f thou wil't be a Theaevordsarvatt is ebadtfrom theh i s p
primary rootabadwhi ch i s wused for fAservantso in t
words here. The old men counsel Rehoboam
guarantee their service to him. The principle is that of Luke 22:26 upon which Brother
Roberts commet e d ; ilf any man desires to be di
achieve his desire is to make himself the general servant and promoter of theimglbf
others by which he becomes indispNazactabl e |
Revisitedpg.322).

0and speak goodT hveo rcdosmptammi tomemécord in 2

pl e as eietghatifyniiem. This was very sound advice in light of the mood of the
people but it was not what Rehoboam wanted to hear.

V8-0he fioomsood&uns el -Fofsookislamba@rimary noat sigaifying to
loosenj.e.r el i nqui s h. Rot h. has fAdeclinedo. Thi
simply ignored by Rehoboam, but that he outrightly rejected them and proceeded to
consut with his own peers.

oand consulted with the youYogngmenfyelatdijat wer
lads or young men is perhaps used derogatorily here because they were in fact about 40
years of age as Re lGowoupinihewrdgadalta@rimarg mar i e s .
signifying to twist,i.e. to be large; hence to grow up. These were his peers and friends.
Men of a similar background to Rehoboam who had grown up with him through childhood

in luxury and ease, and were seemingly endowed with wésdom than Rehoboam

himself!

oOwhi ch st oo-drhisowedldoseeen tohsuggest that the counsellors of Solomon
were not the official advisers of Rehoboam. He had chosen his contemporaries as his
counsellors to O0stand before hi mb.

V.10-0 My Inigtetr | e hfail | be t hi c¢ckhesgraphibhyperbaleyusefdat h e
for emphasis, is a clear demonstration of how far they were out of touch with the
circumstances of the ordinary Israelite. Their counsel was not simply to avoid appeasement
and cancessions, but for Rehoboam to be much tougher than Solomon! Only fools blinded

by greed and the ambition to rule oppressively could offer such astoundingly stupid
counsel in these circumstances.

V.11-01 wi |l |l chast i sTiswas asastic elaborason af thelasb. fite 6
lashes were loaded with leather bags stuffed with sand and having metal spikes mounted,
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thus inflicting terrible lacerations on the victim. Acknowledging that Solomon had harshly
treated his people, they threatened muatsher treatment to enforce compliance.

REHOBOAMO6S FOOLI SH FRHRIhgY12EX THE PEOPLE

Vi2-Weroboam and all t he -plerobpameappeassmethe. . t h
forefront of the people as their spokesman. He had shown himself toaberal teader of
men (1 Kings 11:28) and now grasps the opportunity to represent the people.

V.13-0t he Kking answer edhetwbreroughlg is gashehmeadng g hl y 6
severely. The same word is translated Agr.i

V.15-0f or de lvas franahedRM®- Roth.-Aif or t here had come a
Y a h we h ocausels eibbah- a (providential) turn (of affairs). In the companion record

of 2 Chron. 10:1%®auseis necibbah an environment,e. circumstance or turn of affairs.

This is a classic example of the way in which God is able to use the folly of men to
accomplish His purpose.

THE REVOLT OF THE TEN TRIBE®Bgs 12:169

V16-o0what portion-haveewsei hlDRehdboambés r
poetic | anguage with a r hyme. Now the peop
substantially those of Sheba when he revolted against David (2 Sam. 20:1). This suggests a
longstanding undercurrentf @pposition not completely removed during the reigns of

David and Solomon. Division in a nation (or an ecclesia) rarely occurs overnight; it
requires time to develop under the surface first. Rehoboam and his peers foolishly
encouraged this deegeated reentment of some in the northern tribes so that it became a
universal sentiment enshrined in the words of an anthem.

V.18-0 Rehoboam sent Ador amAdern (alsozaled ddogram)t h e
signifies AL o addn-lorél or uleriamgihuwnd- to be higlo, ta rise or raise.

He had been over the tribute in the | atte:
and now Rehoboamés (see 2 Sam. 20: 24, 1
powerful and had undoubtedly possessethéndous influence under Solomon. For these
reasons Rehoboam considered him to be the right ambassador of peace. Ttidwerd

(mic) means a burdemg. a tax in the form of labour (cp. 1 Kings 5:18). Adoram was

therefore the Minister for Labour arll s o Commi ssi oner for Tax
government. Sending out this man to appease the people must rank as the greatest act of
folly in Rehoboamdés | ife and provides a
Adoram was of course the very manaksr held responsible for the severity of their
burdens under Solomon! There was an incredible insensitivity in this choice. And it was
tragically a death sentence for Adoram himself.

0 Rehoboam nkhewordsgpeedsamals- to be alert. Rehoboam igily rallied
himself to appreciate the gravity of the situation for himself personally after the untimely
death of Adoram which he had occasioned by his folly. He fled with his entourage to
Jerusalem leaving the field wide open for Jeroboam to seizet@htings 12:20).

V.19 - filsrael rebelled against the house of @avitle wordrebelledis pashameaning to
break away. So the division prophesied by Ahijah had come to pass, seemingly by natural
political forces (1 Kings 11:289). This has so often ée the way God has achieved His
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stated purpose among men, but only the 0:¢
Rehoboam or Jeroboam recognised the hand of God in their affairs. Had they done so the
following events would not have occurred.

REHOBOARESTRAINED FROM VBAKKings 12:224

V21-0He assembl ed al {Reholboam itmmediatety predaredIfar diaa h 6
against Jeroboam and the rebellious tribes to regain the kingdom and assembled out of
Judah and Benjamin an army of 180,000 men.

V.22-0Shemai ah, t- Bremaiabme aonfs GioYdabh has hear do.
as a Ooman of God o6, Shemai ah 1is not ithe m
end in 1 Kings 13. His reappearance at a later date to upbraid Rehoboam for idolatry
(2 Chron. 12:5) is proof of this fact. It is encouraging to consider that in times of
indi fference, decl ine, and ecclesi al di si
Godo through whom He could work among His

V.24 - oThey hearkened therefore b tword of the @RI She mai ahdés proph
accepted by Rehoboam and his court (note
dispersed. Despite this Divine embargo a continual state of war existed between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam all their days (1 Kings3@t 2 Chron. 12:15).

JUDAH FORTIFIEMANY LEVITES MIGRAPEChron. 11:57

Vv.5-12 - Following the dispersal of his army, Rehoboam set about fortifying his kingdom

with fenced cities containing strong armouries. His motivation is inferred in verse 12 in the
words fAhaving Judah and Benj amiertheemnaisi s s i
of his kingdom by fortifying his territory against Jeroboam. He was to discover that no
fortifications are of any value in the absence of Divine help. God was to punish Rehoboam
for his waywardness by sending, and helping Shishak king oftEggainst him.
Rehoboamés narrow focus has often been re
their ecclesia or group against perceived
hold at bay corrupting influences, only to find that thearst enemy is corruption from

within. Where the motivation for so acting is not perfectly pure, and is more for reasons of
self-preservation than defence of right, it is invariably tested in this way.

Rehoboamdbs best def ence #&duanitnYahwehdwihrab thiso a m &
heart and rid the land of the idolatry which still lingered from the reign of Solomon his
father. This would have guaranteBit/ine help in time of need. The proof that this policy

would have worked lies in the fact that pigs all its failings Judah was still attractive to

many in the northern tribes (particularly the Levites) who could not tolerate the apostasy of
Jeroboam. They came in droves out of the north to bolster the kingdom of Judah,
especially in the first thre¢ ear s f ol |l owing the division,
apostasy took deep root. A much more determined and consistent approach to uphold the
truth in Judah would have seen this migration turn into a flood, and so in time completely
evaporate ndeatobto@amReshdthoamds ki ngdom.

V.13-0t he priests and Levites tResottediswatsab i n
signifying to place anything (so as to st.
This was due principally to the apostagyleroboam and his choice of priests from outside
the tribe of Levi;i.e. the family Aaron (1 Kings 12:31). The rejection of the Levites as
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priests and ministers in the worship of Israel is given as the reason for their defection to
Judah in verse 14.

Vv.16-17 - The defection of the Levites and many outraged Israelites who were

scandalised by Jeroboamds idolatry swell e
and greatly strengthened Rehoboamés kingd
beforeGod for 3 years until the poverty of

inevitable lapse.

REHOBOA MO S82 Elxadvi. 11:383

V.18 - Rehoboam had a policy of keeping the throne within the family of David. Of the
three wives listed here out of eigknh that he took each was from the family of David, his
own kin.

OMahaHabhdéfisi cknessd. She was the dawughter
daughter of David.

OAbi htheéH.0 AFat her of mighto. The daughter
means, AGod (EI) is his fathero.

V.19-0owhi ch bar e-MAbiinh adHibdlsd rcehniédl dr e nHewbe.r efl tnoa
whom God hastendaeh. Awlhomar Yahweh gtlebr ds o;
il oat hingo.

V20-0after her hKelh.oofkdammaesh 8hé was t he dal
(AFather of peaceod) . Her children were Abi
Ziza (fAabundanceodo), and Shelimoth (fApeacef

V21-0Rehoboam | o Abd oMamdéball@ughter wms pr e
above all his wives. Like Solomon his father he amassed numerous wives in defiance of
the commandment of Deut. 17:17. He had 18 wives and 60 concubines. The three wives
named are all connected with the family of David. It is not without significande tha
Maachah later turned to an abominable idolatry and was evicted from her prominent
position by king Asa her grandson (1 Kings 15:13). Her influence may have been crucial in
turning Rehoboambs heart away from Yahweh

V22-0 Rehoboami maldet Ae son of MaaChiafashosht he c¢h
the head anduler is nagid - a commander. Abijah was being prepared for the throne by
being trained as a military commander. Ag:¢
reign, showing how important the direction given to children can be in shaping their future.

V.23-0 h e | t e aribigne to yeparate mentally.e. to understand. Rehoboam was not
a complete fool. When it came to preservation of his own interests he was quite adept and
shrewd. The purpose sought was to disseminate his presence throughout the land.

O0he raaes ima n-yHe did thie in defiance of Deut. 17:17 and in despite of his
fatherds example of failure in this regard
one of the many strange women taken by Solomon.
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REHOBOAMGO S &REIO®H.TIAR;Y1 Kings 14:224

2Chron. 12240 and had st r enRyethhoebnoeadmbhsi nksienlgfdbo m gr e
first three years of his rule but produced in him-selffidence so that he forsook Yahweh

by ignoring and rejecting His law. The record then saysd ous | vy, Afand al
hi mo. This is an obvious reference to the
strengthened by many from Israel in the north (2 Chron. 17)6who now found
themselves involved in another dreadful apostasy, perhafifle more subtle than
Jeroboamds.

1 Kings 14:224

V22-0Judah di d evi ORD Thisi$ ehvery cormngoh dtatemdnt irt Kings L
and Chronicles. It reveals however that God was vitally concerned with His people and
watched them and Hisnrd at all times (Prov. 15:5; Deut. 11:12). The message of the first
three chapters of the Apocalypse is that Christ is equally concerned with the ecclesia today.

Ot hey pr ov ok e-drhemwiorthforjealousyi®garaota ke yedlous. The word
alsorelates to the jealousy of a husband for his wife and is used in the law of jealousy
(Num. 5). The idolatry described here shows that Judah had broken the first two
commandments (Exod. 205).

V23 -0t hey al so bui [ The Hdbewn forhigh gsignifigs lelavateds 6
powerful, arrogant; from a primary root to soar, to be lofty. The high places had their
origin in Canaanitish and Moabitish idolatry. High ground was selected to give prominence
to whichever god was being worshipped. High places witea the home of fertility cults

and were nearly always associated with Asherim and Asheroth (male and female fertility
gods). The grossly immoral symbols of the cults were deified by the use of pillars, poles
and other graphic means. Officiating at thgsé a c e s w e rKedeship-rniale st s 0
prostitutes, andKedeshoth female prostitutes) who offered themselves in the worship of
their deities (cp. Hos. 4:1P4). Israel were commanded to destroy the high places (Num.
33:52; Deut. 33:29). Solomon was respible for reintroducing the high placesKihgs
11:4-8).

0i mages anmagegis matsesebah a column or stone pillar, with grossly
immoral connotationsas were thgroves(asherah from a root; to be straight

V.24-0 S o d o rjadeshsaGacred person; a male devotee by prostitution to licentious
idolatry. Judah was now little different to the Canaanites they had displaced from the land
in the days of Joshua.

SHI SHAKOG SJ1UKMysAB2B8)NChror2:212

Shishak the reigning i ng of Egypt was brought agai nst
because of his apostasy (2 Chron. 122)d sent him to humble and punish Rehoboam in

the hope that he might reform himself and the nat®hishak took all the gold in
Jerusalemincluding the 300 famous golden shields which Solomon had placed in the
house of the forest of LebandRehoboam replaced them with shields of br&sslly, this

was emblematic that tried and precious faith (gdid P et . 1:7), which wa
defence, had disappeared, and that now the flesh (brass) was in cBmgndicantly,
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Rehoboam committed the shields of brass into the hands of his own personal guard, thus
signifying that his trust was in the flesh and not in Yahweh.

SHEMAI AHO SYoPEh@R H2EBC

V6-0humbl ed 1t The madhlimbledsisikana meaning to bend the knee,
humiliate. The king and his princes were h
bringing Shishak against them, and consequently in verses 7 & gtéimeléd punishment

is mitigated. Rehoboam would be a vassal of Shishak and would not be destroyed. This
was in accordance with the Divine principles relating to mercy and forgiveness (cp. 1
Kings 21:29).

2 Chron.12:102
V.10-0 g u arasiné Lit. runneas,ie.pr of essi onal sol diers of t

V.11-0when the king ent e®ORBd The shtelds werlh evidemtty u s e
used for ceremonial purposes and were transported to and from the kings palace when he
went to the Temple. Itisi gni fi cant that fAbrasso (fl esh)
wor ship. Shieldds were figurative of Godbo
salvation (2 Sam. 22:36; Psa. 18:35), but neither of these applied to Rehoboam. There is no
indication ttat he did anything to reform the nation from the idolatry into which he had
encouraged it. Humility is one thing, but
faithful service. Rehoboam publicly worshipped Yahweh but allowed idolatry to continue

in the land.

V.i12-6and also in JudRd&dt h.hithrgansMeantte swe l A Mor

there were some good things.o While ther:
servants in Judah in this, enabling them to choose the good and refesd,ttiee same

coul d not be said of | sr ael in the north
apostasy.

FINAL SUMMARY AND OBITWRShron. 12:186 (1 Kings 14:28)

V.13-0hi s mother 6s name w-dlse redaitoommd this fagevealsmmo n i
that it was an i mportant contributor to Re¢
to the pure and singular worship of Yahweh from his mother, who amongst others
influenced Solomon to build shrines in acknowledgment of their gods (1 Kings).

Vi14-0he prepar ed notORBiRsth.4fieBaurtt hteo ds ede ke vtih e |
not fix his heart fpreparseds kutwnaYranarwredh signifyiighoe wo r
be erect; hence to set up, establish or fix. See the same wedl i relation to
Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 19:3), Jotham (27:6), and Ezra (Ezra 7:10).

V.15-0t here were wars between Re-hAaimplacableand .
hatred existed between these rival kings. The wounds of division were never heb&ed an

state of war existed throughout their reigns. Almost everything that either of them did was
overshadowed by this hatred and conflict. We shall see later what a profound effect this
had on Rehoboamdés family.



JEROBOAM -

The Ambitious Manipulator
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW - Yarobam-A The peopl e Fwma prim cootowbetontdss,@.
grapple; fig. to wrangle or hold a controversy, ang- a people (as a congregated unit).

FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 11:26 LA ST MENTION -2 Chron. 13:20
LENGTH OF REIGN - 22 years (1 Kings 14:20rrom 931910 BC
ORIGINS - 1 Kings 11:26

FATHER - Nebat-i Regar d o, f r oemrook intently att by imp. doaregard
with pleasure. The phrase AJeroboam, the s

MOTHER -Zeruah-iLepr ous o from prim. root, to be
PLACE OF BIRTH -Zeredafit o pi erce or punctureo.

TRIBE - An Ephrathite,i.e. an Ephraimite as Zereda is in Mt. Ephraim (see 1 Kings
11:28).

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Rehoboam (93914 BC), Abijah (91311 BC), Asa
(911-871 BC).

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The first king of the northern kingdom of Israel left an indelible mark on therisif
Goddos Eccl esi a. He became known as fiJerobo
(this Divine epitaph is found 13 times in the record of Kings and Chronicles). Few men
have been given the opportunities presented to Jeroboam, and few meo béatargly

abused them as he did. He was chosen by God as a man with the potential to lead Israel

away from the idolatry of Solomon and back
11:31:39). He must have possessed great potential to develop afteriDd 6 s patt er
God promised him fAa sure housed |l ong bef ol

king could claim such promises as were made to Jeroboam before his accession. However,
the promises were conditional upon faith and obedience, ang doedities were soon to

be put to the test. Sadly for Israel, Jeroboam was found dreadfully wanting even before he
came to power.

The first indication of the ambition that was to destroy Jeroboam appears in 1 Kings 11:40;
ASol omon soughlern dhleoam.od eWhy? kWHd tol d Sol
to be his successor? We know from 1 Kings 11:29 that only Ahijah and Jeroboam knew
Godds intentions (Athey two were aloneo).
1Kings 11:26 says Jerobogme-enptedthe Divine timetable for the transition of power

by Alifting up his hand against the king.
wait for the death of Solomon which he was clearly told would be the point at which he
would accede to the throife Kings 11:3435).

Ambition proved stronger than faith and soon blinded him altogether. Indiscretion quickly
followed as Jeroboam fled into Egypt to escape Solomon, and became familiar with the
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gods of that country, and in particular with Apis (the yobnd). It seems almost certain

that the apostasy of Jeroboam in introducing the worship of the golden calves into Israel
can be traced to his experiences in Egypt. Upon the death of Solomon he quickly returned

to Israel, anticipating the fulfilment of Ahiahés pr ophecy. Jeroboan
and capable man, endowed with the ability to lead men (1 Kings-28)2@espite his

long absence he immediately assumed the role of negotiator for the discontented amongst
the ten tribes, and from this positias leader of an influential minority he rapidly
advanced to become the champion of the people and their popular choice as king.

This rapid progress speaks volumes concern
persuasive individual; a natural lead@th an irresistible personality that easily captivated

the hearts of a worlworn and sorely burdened people searching for a spokesman to
espouse their cause and argue it with force before theekiioggy He was in every sense
ithe peopl e sdemoerat who coatended foii tlzelpeople (see the meaning of

his name), but who also had an eye for the achievement of strong personal ambitions.

The apostasy of Jeroboam demonstrates a complete absence of faith and is directly
attributable to his ambition taetain power over his subjects. His blatant idolatry,
tampering with Divine appointments, and the unconcealed attempt to bribe the man of God
from Judah, all resulted from this singular motivation. He has gone down in history as the
man who initiated a rgious system in Israel that finally destroyed it (2 Kings 1723}

There are some remarkable comparisons between the lives of Saul and Jeroboam. Both had
humble beginnings and great potential; were Divinely appointed but lacked faith; turned to
disobedénce and became idolaters, and then stubbornly resisted any attempts to turn them
from their evil ways. The problem in the lives of both men was identical;, pride and
ambition to hold on to power at all costs.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF J1EMROBOAMmmSN REI GN

Emerges as champion of Israel 11:2628
Ahijahés prophecy and i nst dlu2839i ons
Flees from Solomon into Egypt 11:40

Leads delegation to Rehoboam 12:25 10:25
The people appoint him as king 12:20

J er ob oa mo-she goldem salvess y 12:2533
Rebuked by the man of God from Judah 13:1-32

His persistence in idolatry 13:3334

Abijah his son falls ill 14:1-4
Ahijah condemns Jer oboamds 1h5da& s e
The death of Abijah 14:1718

The death of Jeroboam 14:1920

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

THE EMERGENT JEROBOAMIngs 11:288

V.26 -0 Sol o mo n 0-sebeg grimarily a sedvant, but he appears to have had the
status of a special officer of the crown specifically appointed as a supervisor of works.
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o&€r uah, a w4 Tde fact thab hisamotber was a widow may account for the
notable industriousness of Jeroboam. Perhaps he had learnt to accept responsibility and to
work very hard at an early age out of sheer necessity to support his mother.

Ohe eldi fup hi s handifted gpasiruwr tto raise dighkitiwouljdGeem
that f ol l owi ng Ahi greemglesits fplfilntept Anel cayne Qutdrropeldn 0 a m

opposition to Solomon well before the I att
V27-0Sol omon -MHeibl. t AMi.drtldoep acritt,adel 0. Mil |l o we
the north side of the city of David consisting of a rampart (two walls with earth fill

bet ween). This dates Ahijahodos prophecy to

(see 1 Kings 90,15,24). Jeroboam was doubtless among the officers of 1 Kings 9:23 and
had probably become Solomonds servant as
(1 Kings 5:1316).

V28-60Jeroboam was a miMglhtyisygibboa powerfll (waraod).o ur 6
Valour is chayil - a force; valour or strength. This does not necessarily mean he was a
sol di er, but as Rotherham transl at es: i an

Ohe was i-Alkwaerdsarese malakahfit o do o0 and Adferuda ysh
to execute a work.o As a foreman or overs
ability was obvious to all. He was a natural leader of men and so Solomon took full
advantage of his skills.

omade himalrlul €he ovu b a-rRgler is pafjad-Jt® eversedr, muster,
charge.Charge is cebel- a load. His competence was rewarded by a promotion to be
overseer of Ephrai mds and Manasseho6s cont
almost certainly his origins in Ephraim (he is called an Ephrathite).

AHI JAHGO S ®@IKDEFEHE28Y

Solonbn was not the only one to recognise J
Yahweh had also observed his ability and potential, and had chosen him for a special
purpose. It is clear from what follows that God saw in Jeroboam one with the potential to
rule His people I|ike David. Seven times (
Ahijahés prophecy. The promise made to Jer
record of the kings. It was full of promise should the faithfulness of David fiiedied by
Jeroboam.

V29-0Ahijah t h@BrShtiHemi twidt h the iidea of 3
prophet was from Shiloh signifying #fAtrang
originally divided by lot among the tribes (Josh. 18:108. Now through the prophet of

God from that very place the land was to be divided again (see V.31). Shiloh occupied an

i mportant pl ace in |Israelds histor-§4). (see
Significantly, Shiloh was on the route between Beét{later to become the centre of
Jeroboamés apostasy) and Shechem. 't was t
(Jer. 7:12). This was to be therefore a #fn
the land.

0And Ahi jah <cautght héath e wakremoorggamengi® salmah
indicating a dress or mantle. It was Ahijah who was wearing the new garment which
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symbolised the nation of Israel. By suddenly grasping and tearing his garment in front of
Jeroboam he was graphically portrayithat God would make a new start in Israel. The
tribes were to be divided (by lot) again, significantly by a prophet from Shiloh @aml
15:27-28).

0t hey t wo - This faets iralicates thab the knowledge of the prophecy became
general lateritrough disclosure by either one. It is clear from verse 40 that it was through
Jeroboamdébs premature anticipation of acqui
public.

V31-0Take thee-Athénaphdseceaedv mantl e reeresen
nation was divided into twelve. Jeroboam was invited to take ten piezdse(drew lots,
as the tribes had done at Shiloh before Joshua).

ol wi |l rend the ki ngedSolmmoahbad beenfwarhed efthismn d ¢
verses 11 to 13. He kneone of his servants would be appointed king after his death.
Whi ch one, he did not know, unt il Jeroboa

division of the nation into 2 and 10 tribes was based upon an existing natural division
(2 Sam. 19:43).

V.32-0Bu't he s hal {Whiteawoeiecoesnreamained it $eems that the royal
tribe Judah was the only complete tribe to remain with the house of David. The other was
made up of the remnant of Simeon and part but not all of Benjamin (1 Kings23:21

of or my s er v aTnhis ofbepeaied siatementasktasttimony to the stature of
David in Yahweho6s eyes and of His faithful
king (cp. 2 Sam. 7). David stood as the prodigious exemplar of alGihé sought in the

kings.

d0and f or Je+Yalwehlhadmd His marackireJérusalem. It was to be the centre

of | srael 6s worship after the pattedn of
This fact was t o be ngbmekoNote thersimslaritg of thia verses t s t
with Deut. 12:14.

V.33-0 f o r s-azabe to ldosen; relinquish. They had turned their backs on Yahweh.

OAshtoreth, t he g o dshtersttmecafn st Ma nZir d@rsieadn sadn
fertility goddessof Canaan (Attarat), also called in Greece Astarte, and in Babylon Ishtar.

The worship of this deity entailed fertility rites in association with male and female priests
(prostitutes). Because there is no feminine term for goddess in Hebrew a masculing wor

used. Solomon married some Zidonian women who introduced this god into the nation
(1Kings 11:5). Jezebel, the most infamous of all women brought into Israel was a
Zidonian (1 Kings 16:31).

0Chemosh, t he @oChemosh wds lare astididyealsé dssoaated with
abominable practices (Num.282].

o0 Mil com, t he -Miloodhmeaoft Amméamnago. | t i s the
deity related to the star Venus. Chemosh and Molech are thought to be local names for the
same god worshped by human sacrifice (2 Kings 23:10; Lev.18:21; Jer. 32:35). This
worship was | ater established in the wvall
moans and cries of the infant victims and their parents could be heard in the city!
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V34 -0f ord Dmw i s er v-aAgdins thesstakdmg and example of David is
introduced as the Dbasis of Godods actions.
reminder to all who came after him as to what God expected in leaders of His people.
Tragi cal |Ixample yas wmbrd dften than not a standing rebuke to his successors.
Here Ahijah makes the point t hat despite
David would stand.

owhom | -Tchhosseiés at once a declaration of
warning to Jer oboam. He too was specially
Solomon and Rehoboam reigned by natural succession to the throne of their father.

V.35-0I wi || take the kingdom pubdbmioge he anfsic
intenti on stated in the earlier prophecy cor
gualified verse 31 inasmuch as it indicated that the division would not be during
Solomondés |ifeti me.

V36-0l i-qihtdt o gl i steno; a | asnapsymbal forlailignig t . T
representative of the family.

V.37 - Herein was a guarantee of Divine help in securing his kingdom. There was no need
for him to devise his own methods of retaining his subjects.

ot hy s oudThawworsldesirethishtaavah- a longing, by imp. a delight. Roth.
AThou shalt reign over all that thy soul (
and a severe test of faith. Would Jeroboam have sufficient faith to wait for Yahweh to
establish his kingdom? He proved uneqoahe task.

V38-0i f t hou wlhib was the éhalletngenfar Jeroboam. Would he be any
different than Solomon to whom Yahweh had appeared twice? His house would be
established on the same basis as Davi dos.

0and buil d t hTderewad wasigreat, them and ia the future. This promise
(though conditional upon obedience) was virtually the same made to David. Such words
were never spoken to any other king, and yet Jeroboam was not yet a king, nor proven by
trial. This was truly a unigusituation presenting him with enormous opportunities.

V39-0And | will f or t h-iHere vea$ dndthercassuranteghatsGede d ¢
would establish his kingdom without Jerob
Jeroboamés contrivances the -&6.act opposite

JEROBOAMG6S FLI 6HKingd1N4JOO EGYPT

V40-0 Solnonsoought t her ef-dhiseshowwsthaklJerbbbam dnast haveo a mi
disclosed the prophecy to others who in turn passed it on to Solomon, for the record states
plainly that only Ahijah and Jeroboam were present (V.29). Solomon doubtless was ready
fort he appear ance o fknew Wwoald éventally tpke hisdthronenh(eerseéh e
11) . Jer ebpa méhyy mwrfe Goddés promi se and its
in Jeroboam which was to culminate soon after his accession in an awful apDsiasy.

by ambition he had failed long before he even secured the throne.
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o0and f | e d- Thenfitstoconttngndmentdor the kings of Israel forbad a return to
Egypt (Deut . | 7:16) . Thi s had been Sol ot
J e r o b oghtnmbosEgyptlseems to have sowed the seeds of his idolatry.

ount o S He veahthekLdyan founder of the 22nd Dynas885 to 914 BC. This

was the same king who invaded Ju2Ba@nthisn Reh
basis it appears reasa bl e t o date Jeroboamds escape
Sol omondés death in 931 BC.
JEROBOAM?J $1 Rrig3 12:8,R0

V2-0hear dThod Mulégat e has: fAheard that Sol om

0Jer oboam dwelhetrecarchis & gang to aerdine this fact due to the
subsequent apostasy of Jeroboam which had strong links with Egyptian deities.

V.20-0al | | sfrhedli heahdé verse is in contras
obviously refers to the smaller active group of Ismakb were pressing for concessions
from Rehoboam while the fAall o here refers

JEROBOAMO S 0AR@SIMABBY

V.25-0 Then Jer ob o a mi.eBaiobdam forSfibdeandnseemgbhened Shechem

as a fortres. It was his first capital and the place of his accession as king. It also possessed
speci al significance as the place of Rehol
|l srael 6s history where choices weefeotirade t
notes on 1 Kings 12:1 in the chapter on Rehoboam). It was here that Jeroboam made some
decisions that were to determine his own destiny and shape the future of Israel for a long
time to come.

d0and went out f r om Jéerdb@mnoag haee mahe tb Bendeltto s€care u e |
the remnants of the tribes in Gilead. It was about 13 km (8 miles) east of the River Jordan
on the River Jabbok. The name means fithe
history associated with the life of JacoBen. 32:3€81). Penuel was the place where

Jacob was taught that success would not come through his own contriving and he learnt to
cast himself entirely upon Yahweh in his hour of need (Hos.-4R:3eroboam did the

exact opposite. It was seemingly hénat he conceived the breathtaking apostasy of the
golden calves as a means of securing his kingdom.

V26-0Jer oboam s at Moliticahconkidemstions dexame dppermost in his

mind. He had a Divine guarantee that his kingdom would be securkthdg$ 11:38),

providing he was obedient to the Divine commandments. Jeroboam did not understand the

|l esson of Jacobo6s | ife and set about secut
prophecyo by his own met hod snselfbndfinallk saw J a c o |
the face of El, Jeroboam wrestled in his heart and decided to turn his face away from God.

V27-0i f this people go up ORD-ldecoukl aotsee ffon c e i
a human standpoint how his kingdom could be satwhile Jerusalem remained the
centre of | sr ael-18)sIf the @eopld dordinudd Doego tp. to Jérdsaldém

for the feasts, would they not eventually develop a desire to return to the house of David?
And furthermore, was not Jeroboam himsedfuired to go up three times in year to
Jerusalem? This was an immediate and very real test of faith which came upon him quite
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soon after his accession. The choices were stark. Either he had to completely trust in
Yahweh or rely entirely on his own padial resources. A little reflection shows how
difficult this decision was for Jeroboam.

fiu nt o t h-&hisrstatémemt df the heart is illuminating and is a significant revelation
of Jeroboamds mind. dden orauet. Hs waR ksraébsb o A dno nt .h «
Yahweh had said so (1 Kings 11:33). Yet in his heart he unconsciously recognised
Rehoboambébs sovereignty. This reveals a con

V28-0t he king -tJecloboamdiselcdunsel wasgaatwi t h
signifying to deliberate or resolve.

oand made t wo-Jerabdam éokbowed the exampld df Aaron whose words
were identical to Jeroboambébs (Ex. 32:4).
Yahweh by a visible object (Psa. 10820). Perhaps Jeroboam sought to introduce
something akin to the Ark of the Covenant in which the glory of God dwelt; his aim being

to distract the attention of his people from the Temple in Jerusalem. While Jeroboam, like
Aaron, may have thought the firs c o mmandment was not br oken
was; and the second was blatantly violated by his action (Ex-5)0:#he calf was
obviously chosen through Egyptian influence as in the wilderness (1 Kings 12:2), although
there was also a trace dtionalism in his choice of imagery as well. Apis, the young bull,
represented Osiris a deity of the Egyptians who was the equivalent of Nimrod. But the ox
was al so the symbol of the tribe of Ephrai
of the nothern kingdom. He knew how to subtly appeal to the strong nationalist tendencies
previously manifested in Ephraim.

olt is too much f or-Evwen lsradite wag commapded to appdearr u s
before his God three times in a year at Jerusaleeny . 16:16) . Jeroboa
del i berate dAwriting do%.nnoorderto turntia peopleaway ( c p .

from worship in Jerusalem he had first to diminish the requirements of the Law, while at
the same time provide a substitute fdravwas being lost. The essential first step was to
argue that the requirement to journey to Jerusalem thrice in a year was an unreasonable
demand. The proposal to station places of worship in Bethel and Dan and require
attendance only once a year wouldedy be attractive to the majority of his people.
Diminishing the requirement to be present regularly before God has never been without
supporters throughout ecclesial history! It is native to the flesh to feel that Divine
reqguirements are fAtoo mucho.

V29-0And he set t -hTeh eo nnea men mRatntse INGThe hous
situated on the southern boundary of Jer c
Jerusalem in the territory of Benjamin. It lay in the path of Israelites travelling to
Jerusalemalong the ridge of the central highlands. This place has a highly significant
history in connection with Abraham and Jacob. It was at Bethel that Abraham built an altar

and fcalled wupon the name of Yahweho (Ge
representing the ecclesia in all ages after God had appeared to him in the dream of the
staircase (Gen. 28:11 9 ; cp. 1 Ti m. 3:15) . Jeroboamds

that Bethel stood for.

0Oand the otheThipautname i me aDWsenthd nachegveasnfesh t o .
coined by Rachel in Gen. 30:6 it was used in the context of choice or selection, and hence
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judgement. As events were to prove it was aptly named. Dan was in the extreme north of
Israel on the border with the Zidonians. The histoinyts establishment as an Israelitish
town is provided in Judges 1871 It was in the extreme north of the land 124 km (75
miles) from Shechem over rough and difficult terrain.

V30-0this thing became a sin forDatntReth-peopl
AnAnd the people went before the one, as f
Shechem while Bethel was 32 km (20 miles) away; Jerusalem being another 18 km (11
miles) over much easier terrain. This is a truly amazing outcome. Not iohtiied people

ignore Jerusalem, they also preferred to go over three times the distance of Bethel by
journeying to worship before the gol den ce
(Dan) rat her than f@Athe housenthd dirggton of ( Be |
Jerusal em) . The perversity of fl esh when
had been: nit is too much for you to go
times as far in the opposite direction! Flesh will go to amgtles and make almost any
sacrifice in order to satisfy its own desires, but is remarkably reluctant when confronted
with the responsibilities of the Truth.

There was a familiar ring about this kind of perversity in the history of Dan. In the times of
the Judges the tribe of Dan being unable to secure their inheritance in the south sought to
establish it outside their prescribed lot. Six hundred Danites chose Laish in the north, and
capturing it, renamed it Dan. In doing this they also established an tepestahip with a
graven image stolen from an Ephraimite who had rejected the Aaronic priesthood and
hired the grandson of Moses as his priest (Jud.17 and 18). The effort required in all this
was far greater than if they had applied themselves in fatdkeothe inheritance God had
originally appointed them.

V3l-0And he made an hPagan deitiesfwerd oftenhworghipmed ie s 6
local shrines built on prominent hills. This shrine was built by Jeroboam out of a desire to
simpl i fy shigand @iVeét she attention of the people from the Temple in

Jerusal em. I n view of Solomonds actions w
throne (1 Kings 11:7,33) this was a foolish policy indeed. It demonstrated his complete
lack of faith in Gods pr omi s e, and his total obsess

kingdom at any cost.

o0and made priests o-fLowedtieqatdalo areesttemity; fromtthee p e
fringes. The word is used in a sense that indicates his choice was from teeaviye of

his subjects. No speci al qualifications we
educators (Mal.2:7), and they were mediators between God and His people. Jeroboam
dispensed with the sons of Aaron and the Levites altogether ancheggpaihoever was
disposed to take on the role. This policy had immediate and disastrous consequences for
his kingdom as the Levites left for the south in droves (2 Chron. 1B1L3

V32-0Jeroboam ordai ned a - Jemloant knewnhe neéded ae i g h
substitute for the feasts of Yahweh to divert the attention of his people from the calendar
with which they were so familiar. It would seem that the feast of tabernacles which
commenced on the 15th day of the 7th month was\éxé major event in that calendar.
ATabernacleso or fAingatheringo brought to
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It was a time of thanksgiving, joyous fellowship and rededication. Dwelling in booths
brought home to the Israelite his utter eegence upon Yahweh. It vividly brought to

mind the wilderness wanderings of his fathers and the fact that he was but a tenant of
Godbés | and and dependent upon His continu
feast is surely another testimonyto Jemdé s i nf i del ity and cunni

oand he of f er-dhs statpneent that Beeoboanh presided over the sacrifices
is repeated several times and shows that he was thepihégh of this new system of
wor ship. I n f ac tmplaydd® tinges io versas B2 &3R te émplasise this
point.

o0sacri ficing -dJdemoboam ltkéh Rarorc mdy \nave intended to represent
Yahweh by the calves, but this statement reveals the real truth. The sacrifice was made to
idol gods, not to Yahwe The phrase is also important because it shows that at this
inaugural ceremony on the 15th day of the 8th month both of the calves he had made were
present at Bethel.

0and he placed i n Bet heBetheltbecame the eestrethe o f t
new cult and the home of its priests. It was strategically placed right in the path of
Israelites travelling south to Jerusalem.

V33-0whi ch he had de v-iDsviselis lmaflasid tosnveotvRoth-h e ar t
Adevi sed out odghould besobserwead thahteisaverse.vidually tepeats verse

32. That is because it is a vital connecting link with 1 Kings 13:1 and heightens the drama
of the sudden appearance of the man of God
the verymomenttht t he ki ngpraicastn@ vaesntohuimht o of f e

THE APPEARANCE OF THE MAN OF GOD FROM UK D4s113-10

Vi-0And, b Endse Wwald§ provide the important connecting link. At the very
instant that Jeroboam went up tdeofincense upon his altar the man of God appeared.
Thiswastheali mportant i naugur al ceremony of Jer
at Bethel. Connected with it was his confirmation in the eyes of Israel as their king and
spiritual leader. It wa vitally important that all things go well at this inauguration of his

own system of worship. Fittingly, at the crucial moment God intervened to condemn his
system of religion.

Oby the MBH-d hef ntatme| ess fiman of Ganmkd Awiutth
of Judaho, not from | srael . Hi s instruct.i
and therefore, by an enactment, demonstrate that Yahweh was out of fellowship with
Israel. Jeroboam was offering incense (prayBsa. 141:2) at the precisgoment of his

arrival. He is immediately answered, but the message is a declaration of his utter rejection

by God.

0stood by t he allhe&ming tvas perfect As he stoadebeselehis altar,
and before he could actually offer his fo
against Jeroboambs system of religion.

V2-0he <cri ed a-dtasinotesvorthytthatehe propheayragainst the altar, not
Jeroboam personally. The denunciation was of the system of worship established by him
demonstrating that it was utterly abhorrent to Yahweh.



Jeroboam of Israel

oBehol d, a child shall -Bechose ahtdet bbo &l
the situation was now completely reversed from that of 1 Kings 11:39.

0Josiah -Hgbnaimedounded of Yaho. This name v
religion was not founded of God. The prop

fulfilled by a king of Judah named some 308 years previously.

oupon t hee shal | ThémonLevitidalgriestitoddavaspmneioktisetmosh
abhorrent features of Jeroboamdés system. (
had been overridden and igedr(Num. 3:910). This would be savagely avenged in due

time. The wordoffer is zabach- to slaughter; and this is what Josiah eventually did to
Jeroboambés priesthood.

Ot hat burn i nPaticuwady repygmant totGbdeveas the thought that their
prayers could be accepted without the medi

Omenod6s bones -sBoalhl lbhevi bgr Mtpd i est sd and d
completely and the whole system of Jeroboe
work.

V3-0and he ¢ mapkethaonspicupusiiess; a miracle.

0t he ashes. . . .-sABhadisldeshere thepfat. Thisewhs theudsidue of the
sacrifices consisting of ashes mingled with the fat. Under the Law it was holy and was
removel from the altar and deposited in a cle

- shaphakhas the idea of spilling forth. This not only ceremonially defiled the altar but
also negated the sacrifice. God was thus demonstrating that the fat of thieesabich

was exclusively His as a symbol of the total surrender of the human will and feelings, had
been totally rejected in this case.

V4-o0put forth his hJmbbam had already mdddidd aith the wordi mé
of God by endeavouringfou | f i | Godbés promises to him by
the temerity to put forth his hand to binq
1). Thus he went one step further and was now attempting to suppress the edict of God
against him. There isonimit of the ends to which ambition will go in defence of its aims.

0 dr i eyhbeshptdwither; a paralysis as a result of withering. The hand is a symbol of
power and the power of his system was to |\

fot ho from off the altar. Presumably theref
up . There is a |l oud echo of this context
Jerusalem, | et my right hand forget her cu

Ohe <coullld intoti mp uEhg wasthe hand thati wasdabout to offer incense,

now rendered useless for priestly ministration. Under the Law physical deformity
disqualified from priesthood (Lev. 21171 ) It was al so symbol
powerlessness agairthe word of God which he so blatantly opposed.

V5-0The altaWhivhe denbboambébs Opowerd i s p:e
fulfilled before him, defiling his system and rejecting his offering. There could hardly have
been a more dramatic andigic repudiation of his religious system than this.
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V6-0l ntreat nowORDthhey f-GrrdabiscHalahttdimtreat or placate.

Rot h. has: ARappeaseo. The reference to th
from whence all thisvad commenced (1 Kings 12:28). The details of his apostasy had
been carefully planned in Penuel (At he f ac

0t hy -Gerd®dboam did not dare say fAmy Gododo af
unwittingly an admission of his worthlessneas an intercessor or the mediator he
presumed to be.

V7-0Come home-Ymgi -tihComed i n with rmeintdthe t he
sanctuary at Bethélerse 8). This was a blatant attempt to compromise the man of God by
inviting him to enter Jeroboambs newly con

ol wi || gi v-e¥ngt-tieme ga fte@wa Rbé e nt -adultefated s wa
bribery. Jeroboam desperately sbutp buy the fellowship of the man of God so as to
cancel the effects of his denunciation. His desperation in this situation can scarcely be
imagined. He stood to lose everything if he could not denigrate the message or the
messenger in some way. God Hakseen this, and so had strictly charged the man of God

to refuse all offers of hospitality.

V9-0chartgawah-éd o enjoin. Godds command to His
0Oeat no br e a-dndermo cadcumnstakceswastheto eénjoy atlpdship.

onor turn again by t e manaom&d wes yot tb bive the ¢ a me
i mpression to any of Jeroboambés subjects 1
attend Jeroboambés inaugur al cer emodidnets as
see him come out. Those who saw him leave would have thought him to be an Israelite
leaving his nation. He was not to give the impression that it was acceptable to go
backwards and forwards from Judah to Israel. He hadtwgd a not her way 0!

V.10 - fBo he went another vayrhe man of God had thus far fulfilled his commission.

He had condemned Jeroboam and his system, but he himself was under an obligation to
obey implicitly Godbés commandment s. Not to
consierably weaken Godébés edict against Jerob

THE TRAGIC END OF THE MAN OB GKibgs 13:132

V.11 - ahere dwelt an old prophet in Betheébamuel who was instrumental in establishing

the school of the prophets travelled yearly the cironitte through Bethel, Gilgal, and
Mizpeh (1 Sam. 7:16). He had a school in Bethel, one of the remnants of which may have
been this aged prophet.
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THE MAN OF GOD FROM JUDAH
The story of the man of God from Judah is perhaps the most poignant in the

Sci ptur es. He is one of the most trag
but one with whom a fellovieeling is readily attained. The lesson of his life and dea
transparently clear to al/l who aroe (c|

3:1-2). Simply stated, the sin of the man of God from Judah was hypocrisy that re¢
in the severe diminution of Godés wo
a consequence bring ridicule upon the name which they bear.

The man oiGod from Judah bursts on to the scene at Bethel during the great ing
ceremonies marking the establishment

the record is he called a prophet though he delivered a prophecy concerning the
ofJerobea més system and heralded the apps-e
this is that he was specifically sent from Judah to represent Yahweh in a special v
was to enact Godbés position in relag
doom. He was the Divine messenger sent to Jeroboam to reveal that Yahw
disfellowshipped him for his apostasy. He was not to fellowship Jeroboam by eati
drinking with him, nor was he to give the impression that he often journeyed into
being specifically commanded to fre
idolatrous king, the man of God performed his task well, for he had no sympat
Jeroboam or his ways, and was able to resist the attempt made by the |
compromise histand and detract from his prophecies.

When confronted however, by one of his own kind; a man who shared his antipa
Jeroboamés idol atry, and who was so
attitude to himself that he could lie concerniag angelic visitation, the man of G
forgot his original commission and turned back to eat and drink with the old proph
they were dining and doubtless avidly discussing matters of mutual interest the
moved the host to condemn his valued guesf or di sobeying At
man of God was the Divine representative and should have known that the word
changeth not but standeth sure. The deception practised by the old prophet
essence no different than the attempted byibgrJeroboam. Certainly its effect on t
outcome of his mission was the same, for the man of God died by the hand of Y|
and was publicly buried in Bethel, an event that would not have gone unnotig
Jeroboam, and probably accounts for the finat wlos o f 1 Afiéi timsgtlsing |
Jeroboam returned not from his evil
death of the man of God, Jeroboam (being the faithless man he was) could feel
continue his apostasy. As far as he was cotkthe prophecies against his system
been negated, or at least severely diminished by the compromise and ignominiou
of their deliverer.

Ohi s sons ca#nkeviadnedn ttlioyl dhihsi nsbons wer e

prese

witnessed all the proceedings. The old prophet, though able to travel as we soon learn, was
pointedly absent from the inaugural cer emo
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V.12-AiWh at way - Whe old prophet®vas motivated by a desire to meet someone
of his own religious persuasion and occupation. He was evidently very supportive of the
man of Godds message of condemB82.tion for J

V.14 - 0 o a-leléhy an oak. Oaksvere solitary trees; a symbol for strength and longevity
(cp. Gen. 35:8 where the word @dlown for an oak near Bethel). The man of God
travelling on foot, was tired, hungry and thirsty. He had decided to sit down and rest. His
6guar dé was sdunemblealthoughthe didwat recognise the fact. It is never
wise to sit down before a vital work of the truth is complete.

V.18-0 | am a pr ophe-tTheaold prophea af Bethbl @laimed the same
spiritual status as the man of God. Heltal blatant lie of an angel appearing to him and
reversing the commandment given to the man of God. The story hardly seems plausible but
it was sufficient for the man of God to forget his adamant contention to Jeroboam that he
was not permitted to tarry. Mazingly, the man of God accepted the invitation and
returned to Bethel on the strength of the word of a man he had never met. There are two
glaring faults here:

1. Hypocrisy which severely undermined the effect of the edict against Jeroboam, and

2. Failure toappreciate the irrevocableness of Divine commands. The man of God was
proficient in speaking the word and delivering Divine edicts, but failed to perform the
demands made upon him personally. He was also too ready to believe something
which would counter wat were perhaps fairly harsh conditions imposed upon him in
the execution of his commission.

V21-0di sobeyed t hoed-nDsebeybds mdra tod rfekel, hence to defy
authority. Disregard for the word of God, especially direct and persoredatiewm such as

the man of God had been given is the most serious rebellion. He had heayaltheof
Yahwehspeak but like Saul, Solomon, and Jeroboam he ignored it when under pressure
from other directions.

V.22-0i n t heT hpel aecnepbh a s i s veyegrl ea ciiegsBetliel where hiis e
work had been so publicly performed against Jeroboam. Effectively he had completely
reversed his earlier declarations which could now be undermined.

Ot hy carcase shapulul albt e c o ndda woyldt nfeet b hicents @
death and an undistinguished disposal somewhere distant from his own inheritance. To be
condemned in this way by the old prophet under inspiration was sadly poetic for a man
who had just performed a similaork against Jeroboam.

V.24-0a | i on-Seeatsimilarcasé in 1 Kings 20:36 where another prophet met a
similar end for disobedience to the word of God. In his tragic death the man of God from
Judah became an apt representation of JeroboamJéikbéoam he set out riding the ass

(a symbol of Israel), but because of failure under trial, Yahweh would be in the way like a
lion to destroy him, though not Israel (Hos. 5:14).

V.28-0nor t or-ihistpiowdedecless t@stimony of the Divine hanchis death,
and a prophecy that God would similarly destroy the disobedient Jeroboam while
temporarily preserving Israel (the ass).
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V.29-0t o manispedsimnifies to beat the breast. The grief of the old prophet over
the death of his new found frid was palpable for he had occasioned it byiis |

V30-0he | aid his «c¢ar ¢Shariag his gravh was evimence ofghisa v e ¢
sincerity. He was openly declaring that he was not an accomplice of Jeroboam in seeking

t he demise of.O6thaddrararynhe sosightridgrdification with the man of

God in life and death (verse 31).

V.32-0shal l s ur e | Hhe aldproghet expresped Bissabsolute conviction that
the prophecy of the man of God would come to pass. By identifying Himisie the man

of God and his message in this way he severed any connection with Jeroboam and his
ways.

JEROBOAM3S STUBBORNJILIKiEgs 13@3840US POLI CY

V.33-0 Af t er tTie deathtohtlie mgnéof God from Judah , widely attested (verse

25), was immediately grasped by Jeroboam as grounds for ignoring the edict of
condemnation and restoring his religious ¢
thingo. Jeroboam had become incorrigible;
blindly by the fear of losing his influence and popularity.

Obut made again of -Rothbasibwesagaint madeebp
compass of the people. o To O6make againbd i1
the wake of the events tife 15th day of the 8th month. We can imagine that as the man of

God departed on that day that he left behind him a humiliated Jeroboam who probably then
dismissed his priests and closed the ceremonies prematurely to avoid further
embarrassment. When heela r d of t he ma n of Godos de
justification to resume his former policy (12:31).

owhosoevelri tweorudldldy t he phrase is fany who
for the priesthood without regard for spiritual qualifications tviri2 credentials.
Ohe conseciriatneHeb. -hiihmed f i Il 1l ed hi s hand. o TI

consecration to priestly office (Judges 17:12; Ex. 29:22).
V34-0t his t hingRothefttaime i . & 6T hcatavomiss thé o r i

mar k or fail of oneds object. of all hi s
hastened his demise.
0to cut it oWift Rhinm aese¢ewomomntids of his ac

Asure housed was do o me éassurdd besause bf@ compldte latle s t r
of faith in God to achieve for him what was humanly impossible, and a stubborn resistance
to all attempts to turn him from his evil way.

AHI JAH6S DENUNCI ATI ONO1IKHhgsIEIBROBOAME S HOL

Vi1-0Abijah the son -Abi Jahomeamsf a@F¥bhhwebk£bfi
faint sense this was true because God saw
was absent in Jeroboam (V.13). His premature death was really an act of mercy by God!

V2-0di sgui s-®oththagfsfeelifgon t hysel f another . o Jce
sending his wife disguised to Ahijah the prophet in the hope of ascertaining whether his
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son would |ive. This provides aerfifhefelti nat i
confident that Godés prophet could foretel
Ahijah would not see through the subterfuge? It was a classic example of limiting the

Al mighty. This had been o nhispossiblefdr menaolplace mod s
confidence in Divine prophecy but not to be able to make God a reality, and bring Him
fully into their consciousness.

Ot here is AhitjJaholdhaembpsr opcreftio}dence was ba
prophecy that he wodlbe king over Israel (1 Kings 11:31), but that is far as it went.

He does not seek help from God; rather he turns to a man who had made an accurate
prediction.

V3-0take with t-Hleeobemambeawese. carried a h
she was the wife of a king. This was part of the subterfuge to deceive Ahijah as to her true
identity.

V4-0hi s eyesRotukeasehiseteddyes were fixed. o0 The
in 1 Sam. 4:15. A man with normal sight, leave alone a lrtiad, unaided by God would
not have perceived Jeroboamdbs subterfuge,

Jeroboamés idolatry and wickedness and wa:
way.

V5-0Behol d the wif e-Alj&h being foreviamed ly God was iteddy
for Jeroboambébs wife when she arrived. It w
Yahwehos judgement agai nst Jeroboamds h o
Jeroboamdés selection (cp. hing of @iparaple in thése 2 9 ) .
events. Jeroboambés method of wusing deceit

deceive the prophet, had been practised on a wider scale with his people. He had
systematically encouraged his people towards disobed@rtdypocrisy and produced a
6familyd of false priests whose offspring
God is not mocked!

V6-0f or | am-Breetoltd pgrhephhMet 6s words rang
approached t hme tihmeshbobd: wiTe of Jeroboan
welcome followed by the statement that he had actually beetto her must have had a
stunning impact on a woman already filled with anxiety and foreboding. It demonstrated in
unmi st akabl epoweats immask hypBawisy @rsl deceit. All she could do was
stand in awed silence and listen with pounding heart to the Divine condemnation of her
husbandés house and the @readed news that

V8-0t hou hast not be<€lnr aags cmmyl | yer Wento bbawmodd
Saul 6s pattern, not Davi dos. So much stre
words of Ahijah (1 Kings11:389) wher e Davi ddés name was in

V9-0t hou hast done evil h adeihoam exdeddedtSbiaambn we r
for whose apostasy he was made king. Solomon had been slowly drawn away by his wives.
He had no predilection for false gods, nor did he set out with a deliberate policy to corrupt
|l srael 6s wor shi p algfordeasons of poditical dambittbn.d one pur

0 mo | t e n-maseekg east inages. A reference to his golden calves.
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0and hast <cast -ifs sdme langmade istubed in Bzake X3185. See also
Psa. 106:121 which comments on the golden calftie wilderness.

V.10-0hi m t hat pi s s eThistraastpton is suphenidtice Thevwords i
Hebrew arenastinbegirand si mply signi ffyeveny nmall d. dnal

0shut up an-dhislsaying occura sevemltiaes in Divine condemnations as a

means of embracing all who are amenabl e to
are those who suggest the wordsur and azubsi gni fy #fAhel pless or
Afabandonedrespectivédlg st i tut eo

0 d u ngalél; a word that refers to the dung of animals in the lower level of houses. As a
man c¢cl eaned his house of ani mal refuse so

Israel.

V11-0Hi m t hat dieth of J e Therd ie a mimilarity shérea to | t h
Ahabds denunci at2iddn UlerkKbogmd281hdlLse and
embryo of Ahabés apostate house. See al so

V13-0in him there i s -fleraboatb ss ownef eg oloedf tt hA hni
knowing that the moment she entered her own house her son vieuldhel reason given,

t hat Abijah was the only one in Jeroboamb
powerfully exercised her mind. He died prematurely ireorthat he might not suffer the

puni shment brought upon his fatherds hous
died in the conflict of civil war.

V.14 - fishall raise him up a king...who shall cut off the house of Jekbdaivine
foreknowledge forsaw the emergence of Baasha to utterly eradicate the house of
Jeroboam (1 Kings 15:257). So began a vicious cycle that was to characterise the
frequent change of dynasties throughout | s

V.15 - fias a reed is shaken in wateiThis is a graphic simile of the instability of Israel as
it stumbled from one dynasty to another until the Assyrian captivity alluded to in this
verse. See a similar figure for instability in the N.T. (Matt.11:7).

fimade their grovés Thegroves(asherin) werenot trees but vile images of fertility gods.

V.16 - AidJeroboam who did sin and who made Israelde $inis statement in various forms
occurs somel9 times in Kings. The wunenvi a
made | srael tol3inhomescumemexiaalktilgyging Jero
the number of rebellion). Personal rebellion is a serious thing but Jeroboam had set out to
involve the entire nation in his rebellion. He was successful in establishing an apostasy that
Israel nevertirew off until the Assyrian captivity. Solomon had been guilty of dividing the
nation; Jeroboam was guilty of destroying
words concerning the laying of stumbling blocks (Luke 12):1

V.17 - fiTizalb-Heb.Adel i ght somenesso, from root ; t o
Jeroboam had apparently established his home in Tirzah which was later to become the
capital under Baasha (1 Kings 15:33).



Jeroboam of Israel

V.18 - filsrael mourned for hdmt The death of Abijah saw a great mourning in Israel.
Though young he was popular among the people as the prospective successor of Jeroboam
having already manifested spiritual tendencies different to his father.

THE DEATH OF JEROB®@ANKIngs 14:190

V.19 - fithe acts of Jeroboaim Hisactsd et er mi ned hi s eter nal de
had been given in verse 16. Jeroboamés ac
the ultimate destruction of the ecclesia. It was a disastrous end for a giaallyrifull of

potential for greater things.

fihow he warrad- Jeroboam warred against Rehoboam for 17 years, and Abijah for 3
years.

V.20 - fihe slept with his fatheyss Mg n . Ailay downo. This is th
counts then is the Divine memyoand record of the life. For Jeroboam it was the legacy

Ahe made | srael to sino!

THE CHRONOLOGICAL DATA OF THE KINGS OF JUDAH
KING SYNCHRONISM REIGN REFERENCE 2 Chron.
Rehoboam 17 years 1 Kings 14:21 12:13
Abijah 18th of Jeroboam 3 years 15:1-2 13:1
Asa 20th of Jeroboam 41 years 15:910 16:13
Jehoshaphat  4th of Ahab 25 years 22:4342 20:31
Jehoram 5th of Jehoram 8 years 2 Kings 8:16:17 21:5
Ahaziah 12th of Jehoram 6 years 11:34 22:12
Joash 7th of Jehu 40 yeas 12:1 24:1
Amaziah 2nd of Jehoash 29 years 14:1-2

25:1

Uzziah 27th of Jeroboam 52 years 15:1-2 26:3
Jotham 2nd of Pekah 16 years 15:3233 27:1
Ahaz 17th of Pekah 16 years 16:1-2 28:1
Hezekiah 3rd of Hoshea 29 years 18:1-2 291
Manasseh 55 years 21:1 33:1
Amon 2 years 21:19 33:21
Josiah 31 years 22:1 34:1
Jehoahaz 3 months 23:31 36:2
Jehoiakim 11 years 23:36 36:5
Jehoiachin 3 months 10 day24:8 36:9
Zedekiah 11 years 24:18 36:11




ABIJAH T

The Belligerent
(JUDAH)

He is called Abijah in Chronicles and Abijam in Kings.

HEBREW - Abijah-fi Ya h hi sAbijfara-titFeartdher i s (of) the se
FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 14:31 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 14:1

LENGTH OF REIGN - 3 years from 91311 BC

MOTHER - Maachah 1 Kings 15:2; 2 Chron. 11:2Zalled Michaiah 2 Chron. 13:2.

Said to be daughter of Absalom and daughter of Uriel of Gib&hsalom only had one
daughter Tamar (2 Sam. 1427 J osephus says Maac hdadabghtevas Ab
Uri el being Tamar éds husband.

HEBREW - Maachah- i De p r e MishaishnfoWh o i s |Absdoen- fiYFaahtoh. e r
of pdidet-éid|l ame of EI 0.

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Jeroboam 93910 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHXETER

The reign of the son of Rehoboam lasted only 3 years and was marked by constant warfare
combined with rapid progress in the build
above all el se a man of war. He was aabel
approach of his father against Israel by taking the war boldly to Jeroboam in an attempt to
recover the 10 tribes to Judah, even though his army was outnumbered 2 to 1.

The scriptural record concentrates attention on only this one aspect oféAbijahlhis f e
perpetual war against Jeroboam. Aggressiveness and belligerence characterise his short
reign, and in seeking a reason for this fact attention must focus on the extraordinary words
of 1 Kings 15:6. The context is the reign of Abijah and teewer d cur i ousl y st
was war between Rehoboam and Jerobakitihe days of hislife 6 and t hen sig
concludes in verse 7 with the statement:
Jeroboam. 06 Warfare was t hoam Hisdathert Feom éhe daysf t  t
of his early childhood and right through his development into manhood and up to the time

of his accession to the throne, he had known nothing else but the bitterness and hatred of
Rehoboam, who from the division of the kingdamtil his death (17 years later) had
maintained a continual state of war with Jeroboam.

Abijah was a product of his home life; a young man who perpetuated the hatred of his
father for the house of Jeroboam. There is an important lesson in this. Where asho

filled with bitterness, resentment, vindictiveness and revengefulness as was the house of
Rehoboam, the inevitable result will be the development of the same characteristics in the
children who are brought up in that environment. The principle loldsu e ; Atrain u
in the way he should go: and when he is ol
words were originally spoken to Rehoboam by his father Solomon and therefore were well
known to him. His son Abijah was a perfect exampley negative way, of that principle.



Abijah of Judah

A close examination of Abijahés oration t
recorded in 2 Chron. 1382 reveals that he was an intelligent man with an understanding
of the requirements of the Law of Mosesantl s r el ati onship to | sr

for example his reference to fia covenant
Num.18:19 in respect to the priesthood of Aaron and his family. However, in this speech it

is obvious thathismind ad been occupied solely with 1|s
the total exclusion of his own nationds ¢
Judahos idolatry, and the apathy and | axit
which he had dee nothing to eradicate. It is a common failing of-sigjifiteous people to

be hypescritical of others while blind to their own faults (Matt.#5). Sadly, aggressive
indignation towards others in ecclesial life is sometimes a cloak for private corguption
acting it seems as a kind of salve for the conscience.

What <counts in the end is Godébés view of t|
Abijah as a wicked king who had followed in the sins of his father. Like many others after
him he failedtofdl ow t he exampl e of David his foref
as the word implies a safe repository, for Divine things; and for whose sake alone Yahweh
preserved Davidodéds seed -yn Judahds throne (

AHARMONYAQFHE RECORDS OF 1KiBgsJ AR&I®onREI GN

Began to reign in Jerusalem 14:31 12:16
Prepares for war with Jeroboam 13:1-3
His oration to Israel on Mt. Zemaraim 13:412
Jeroboamdéds ambush and Judahoés vi ci3:432¢
ADbi j a bpérdy ampdmght 13:21:22
Final summary and Divine estimation 15:1-8

His death and burial in Jerusalem 15:8 14:1

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

THE DIVINE ESTIMATION OF ABIIAthgs 15:8

V.1 - AiNow in the eighteenth year of king Jeroldoaderoboam reigned 22 years which
means that Abijahdés 3 year reign ended bef
record in 2 Chron. 13:20 in isolation suggests that Jeroboam died before Abijah, but in fact
Abijah died in Jerob®amds 20th year (1 Kin

V.2 - fiThree years reigned he in Jerusaledbi j ahds reign would se.
than 3 full years. They were however very active years as the record in Chronicles testifies.

V.3 - AAnd he walked in all the sins of his fathdihe meaning f Abi j ahdés name
fathero is a misnomer. He was very much
policies of his father without deviation.

fihis heart was not perféct Perfectis shalemsignifying complete; from a root word

me ani ng A Amjah s eompaaetl enfavourably with David because his heart was
divided between Yahweh and other false god
reserved solely for Yahweh. That this is the meaning of this word becomes evident by
considering its usin connection with Solomon (1 Kings 11:4), and Asa (2 Chron. 15:17).
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In the latter case, Asa actually lost his faith in Yahweh, but never turned to other gods.
Only in that respect could it be said his

V4-0f or Dheddbsdéa posterity were in most
dynasty because of his faithfulness which
(Jer.33:17).Had their continuance depended on their own standing, the history of Judah
would have mirrored the frequent and brutal changes of dynasty experienced in Israel.

0a | -aHwepho. to glisten; a | amp. Davidbés wuse
132:17 shows that his royal line depended on God and His covenant.

V.6 - fithere waswar between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all hi$-dApg§ah grew up

knowing nothing but conflict and hatred between his father and Jeroboam. As a young man
he was made the captain of Rehoboambds ar me
and the responiilities of leadership (2 Chron. 11:22). But this shaped him as a man of

war and a lover of conflict. Judah and its people would have been better served if the
primary focus of his earlier | ife had bee]
but Rehoboam had left those things behind himself and was involved in a bitter struggle to
recover the 10 tribes.

V.7 - fithere was war between Abijam and Jerobedhijah took up where his father left

off in the struggle to regain the kingdom, but was margva and courageous than
Rehoboam. His whole life was consumed by this conflict. His success against Jeroboam in
the one battle recorded was only through Divine intervention to save Judah from
impending disaster.

WAR WITH JEROBOARIChron. 13:20

V.3 - fAbijah set the battle in artayRoth.has,i Abi j ah began tsétis war .
acar meaning to yoke or hitch. Abijah initiated the conflict, and though outnumbered 2 to
1 was confident God would be on his side (V.12).

fivaliant men of war Roth-fi h e r 0 e s Vabaht is gilabor 6powerful.

0Jeroboam al so s elderobodmerespoaded by enarshatling dis foraes 6
against Abijah and raised twice the number of nEme opposing armies are similarly
described in the recor@his situaton twenty years after the division was soon to change

as the effect of Jeroboambs apostasy took
shows.

COMPARISON OF THE ARMIES OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH
ISRAEL JUDAH
Rehoboam 930 BC 180,000
Jeroboam 912BC 800,000 Abijah 912 BC 400,000
Asa 905 BC 580,000
Ahab 865 BC 7,232 Jehoshaphat | 875 BC 1,160,000

V.4 - AAnd Abijah stood up on Mt. Zemagaidemaraimme ans fAdoubl e f I e
situated about 8 km (5 miles) across the border in the teriiotgrael known as Mt.

Ephraim. Interestingly it was only a little over 3 km (2 miles) from Ophrah where the sign

of the dew and thdleece was given to Gideon and repeatidce (Judges 6:3@10).
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Abi jahb6s advance i nto | sgioa eflthe btlser kingddem by i r st
either Israel or Judah.

V.5 - fiought ye not to knaw In his oration to Israel on Mt. Zemaraim Abijah lays claim

to the rulership of the entire land and proceeds to justify his warlike activity on that basis.
His speech is @ed with vitriolic sarcasm and is based upon the assumption that Judah
alone had a right to Divine approbation.

fiby a covenant of séalt The only other occurrence of this phrase is in Num.18:19. That
context deals with the Divine selection as priestssiadl of the family of Aaron whom
Jeroboam had discarded. Salt stood for that which preserves from decay and gives savour,
and accompanied all the altar offerings (Lev. 2:13). It was a symbol of faithfulness. See the
significant use of salt as a symbol Gfrist- Matt. 5:13; Luke 14:34.

V.7 - fivain men, children of Bebal The word d#@vaind has the id
from a root signifying Ato pour out . o0 Sin
worthlessness. Rothit r ans | at e sa;b afhsdoomse do fo ntehe Abi j aho

leaders of the revolt against his father.

fland have strengthened themselves against Rehdbdaoth.-fie mbol dened. 6 C
these was Jeroboam himself who had led the revolt. Abijah is quite blunt!

fiyoung andenderhearted - Rehoboam was in fact 41 at the time of the revolt. He was
undoubtedly inexperienced having lived a perfectly sheltered life in ease and peace.

fiand could not withstand thémRoth.-i Had not strengthened him
was ndeed iltprepared to face the campaign hardened Jeroboam because he was
completely out of touch with the mood of the people and their hardships. This was his
folly. Abijahdés assessment of his father w

V.8 - finow ye think tavithstand - In actual fact Abijah was the belligerent one in this
conflict, but he speaks as though Jeroboam and Israel are the aggressors.

fithere are with you golden calvesAbijah now aims straight for the jugular and plays
upon Jer ob o atasy Blis awa apostasy avasonet so publicly visible, but was
just as real. He was right however in pointing out that in this contest it was Yahweh versus
the golden calves.

V.9 - fiHave ye not cast out the priests of tRD - This was true, but there were
ASodomitesd in Judahodés high places as we!
particularly good record himself.

owhosoever cometh -Rah.-domsead dt ehi msmd dl. 06 A
complaint of the Levitical immigrants who had flexlJudah, whom Jeroboam had rejected
in favour of priests of his own choosing from the whole range of the people.

fithat are no gods- In this he was right and it is the most obvious difference between
Israel and Judah. For this reason alone God foughtlon j ahés -18). de (Vv. 16

V.10 - fiwe have not forsaken imT hi s was Abi j ahods vTodev, bu:
sure, they had not done so like Jeroboam by a rejection of Yahweh and His priests, but by
disobedience to his Law (2 Chron. 12Phereisd esson i n this for th

stando, and | ook with cont e mpHypocusy srthet hos
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deadliest enemy of the religious man (Luke 12WWg amass judgement to ourselves by
condemning others from a position of hypocrisiatt. 7:1-5).

V.11 - iifor we keep the charge of theRD - Judah had indeed retained all that Jeroboam

had rejected and replacethis was commendable, but not enoughu d a hdés wor s hi
complacent and adulterated by recognition of false gblasir ceremonial punctiliousness
according to law was not matched by individual response and application to the principles

of the Law.

V12-0God himself is wiTftd tulse .uniamfdorhmed pahb:
contentions appeared unassailabléhe presence of Aaronic priests guaranteed the
presence of God in his estimatiddis final appeal is for Israel to refrain from fighting

against GodHis sudden fall from this lofty citadel of confidence was a salutary reminder

that his claims were exaggezdt

V.13 - fAiJeroboam caused an ambushment to come about behindl -tfdns dilemma
illustrates Judahés O6blindnessd. They wer ¢
an excellent orator, but a poor General. How was it possible for a substantiiah pd
Jeroboamés army to depart and circle aroun
ground of Mt. Zemaraim without someone noticing? The fact that Abijah seemingly placed

no watchmen to observe the rear illustrates how supremely confideratshia the veracity

of his assertions that God was on his si
29:23), particularly if such pride is baseless.

V.14 - AJudah looked back...the battle was before and liehifiie 400,000 men in
Judahos albefore and behikdeand realised the hopeless tactical position they
were now in through Jeroboamds encircl emer
and this response to their problem proved
Judah had danwas now seen in its correct context. The Davidic line continued because of

Godos promise to David, not because of Ab
1Kings 15:4).

fithe priests sounded with the trumg@et§here is irony in this use of thaumpets which

were employed to sound an alarm in the day

attention to His people that they might
confidence that God was with them sorely shaken by the turn of evemeswhe a real
desperation in this sounding by the priests.

V.15 - fithe men of Judah shouted This was a shout for Divine help. In their extremity
Judah at least turned to Yahweh who could now be honoured in assisting them against
Israel. This He did by elivering Israel up to a massive slaughter. It often is the case that
God saves His people and judges their enemies not for their righteousness but because of
the wickedness of the enemy (Gen. 15:14,16; Deu6P:4

V.17 - fifell down slain of Israel fineindred thousand meén This was 100,000 more than

in all of Judahdéds army and | eft only 300,
men is almost incalculable. It is also possible that the rapidly increasing army of Judah
came about because sonfdhe survivors saw the light after their defeat and emigrated to
Judah. Just 6 or 7 years later Asa gathered together an army of 580,000 in Judah.
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V.19 - fitook Bethel with the towns theeefBethel-fit he house of Godo.
fithess in Jeroboaibeing dispossessed of the headquarters of his idolatry before his death.
Though symbolic of the failure of his religion, it was tragic that the loss of Bethel did not
see the end of his cult. It was to blight Israel until 722 BC.

fiJeshanah - Heb. old; fran a root meaning to be slack or languid, by sleep; hence to
grow old or stale. This town was about 8 km (5 miles) north of Bethel and strategically
placed to defend any attempt to recover Bethel.

AEphraim - This name is the same as Ephron and Ophngha ni n gl ifkfeadown | t
about 7 or 8 km (4 miles) easbrth-east of Bethel and not far from Mt. Zemaraim.

V.20 - fineither did Jeroboam recover strength again in the days oAbQijfak statement
provides a testimony tlhsdadla®h®dswagmiomwg ngo 8e
atsar-t o mai nt ai n, rul e, assembl e. Jer oboamb
even after 2 years no real consolidation had been achieved.

fland the DRDstruck him, and he diéd The wordstruck is nagaphmearing to inflict a
wound. The word is used in relation to Ba
actual fact Jeroboam outlived Abijah by at least a year but appears to have died by a
Divinely inflicted iliness.

THE FINAL ACTS OF ABIdRHChron13:2122

V.21 - AAbijah waxed mighiy Waxed mightyis the one wor@dhazagsignifying to fasten

upon, hence to seize, be strong, restrain, conquer. Abijah went from strength to strength
militarily but did nothing to reform Judah of its idolatry and cormaplecy. The work of
reformation was left to his son Asa.

V.22 - fithe acts...his ways...story Thi s verse is a solemn r ¢
children have their Awayso revealed by t
scrutiny, assessment and reto



ASA -

Judahos First Ref or mer
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -Aca-iPhysi ci an. 0

FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 15:8 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 21:12
LENGTH OF REIGN - 41 years from 91871 BC

FATHER - Abijah the oldest son of Rehoboam (2 Chron. 14:1).

MOTHER - Said to be Maachah (1 Kings 15:10; 2 Chron. 15:16), but these passages

should be rneoatdheasd fagr annodt ed i n the margin
mother of Abijah and the wife of Rehadban. The obscurity of Asabd
the prominent position degpriocpalled). by Maachah

SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - 2 Chron. 21:12

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Jeroboam 93910 BC; Nadab 91909 BC; Baasha 969
886 BC; Elah 88@85BC; Omri 885874 BC; Ahab 87455 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The third king of Judah iin Daviddéds | inea
antithesis of his father Abijah and grandfather Rehoboam. Though a very resourceful man
who diligently built upJudads def ences, he was not an ag

his father. On the contrary, he was a lover of righteousness and stability, for which God
gave him peace. The contrast between father and son is beautifully portrayed in the words
of 2 Chron. 14:1which speaks of the death of Abijah and the accession of Asa to the
throne, and t henhisdiagrsi ftiheadtalnyd aviadss :q ufilent t

By far the most outstanding feature of A
commencing a sweepingformation that sought not only to remove idolatry from Judah

and restore respect for the Mosaic system, but had as its final objective the revival of the
things of God in the hearts and minds of all the people of Judah. The complete success of
this natioma | revi val is a unique memorial to Asa

Complementing this reforming zeal and determination were his faith and complete trust in
Yahweh during times of war in the early part of his reign. The war against the enassiv
invading forces of Zerah the Ethiopian is a magnificent and rare example of faith and trust
in God, reminiscent of Davidoés faith befor

The preparation of Judahodos def enamelsfromn a t
the life of this outstanding ruler. He did not allow peace and prosperity to blind him to the
need for building up strong defences and a highly prepared army. He did not seek conflict
but he prepared for it, a nhd ecoldsie of Gdd lheewas r u t |
ready to resist them. However, when war did come he did not rely solely on his own
preparations and strength but threw himself upon Yahweh. It is an immutable principle that
Divine providence can only work in the lives of men vére prepared tacton their best
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judgement and allow Divine guidance to manipulate their affairs to accomplish the desired
purpose. God cannot work through inactive, lethargic, and apathetic men to accomplish
His purposes. Understanding this, Asa workedcooperation with God to defend the

ecclesia. The great victory of faith by Asa over the Ethiopians produced one of the most

encouraging exhortations delivered by a p
you while ye be wi tl{). Gut ofi.this.devéloped 2he @datesd n .
spiritual revi val -a reforntatiod soldéep, anel sa compeehehsives t 0 |

that it was never equalled again. The result was a period of 20 years of Divinely granted
peace and quietness in Judah.

Tragically, the life of Asa ended disastrously. Twenty years of unbroken peace dulled the
lively faith of his earlier years so that when the belligerent Baasha of Israel attacked Judah
he immediately sought the help of Beadad king of Syria instead ofrtiing to Yahweh.

This was the antithesis of his reaction to the attack by Zerah the Ethiopian many years
before. In a merciful attempt to correct him and turn his heart God rebuked Asa through
the prophet Hanani. But the faith and humility of his earlegarg were gone, and Asa took
Hanani and placed him in stocks while at the same time oppressing those who sympathised
with the prophet. For this act of pride God eventually smote Asa with a disease in his feet
to avenge poetically the binding of the progghet f e et .

In his distress, king Asa (whose name meal
Judaho6s spiritual Asicknesso by the power
own ills. This was a manifestation of the spirit of geliance and pde that clouded his

final years and brought him to the grave a disappointing and tragic figure in view of the
greatness of his early years.

TheDi vi ne assessment of Asa is given in 1 K
t he eyes of is¥addedéehk statemdnbof I Kings 15:14 and 2 Chron. 15:17:
AiThe heart of Asa was perfect all/l his day

that though Asa destroyed himself by pride at the end of his life he never turned to other
godsasmay ot hers were to do before and after
made for him when he died bespeaks the enormous respect they held for him. In spite of
his personal failure, from which he appears not to have recovered, the people of Judah
were very conscious of the great debt they owed to this man for the spiritual state of the
nation.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OEKi8 A6 6hrdR.EI GN

Began to reign in Jerusalem 15:8 14:1
Summary of reign Divine estimation 15:911 14:2

His purge of idolatry 15:1214 14:35
The eviction of Maachah for idolatry 15:13 15:1617
Dedication of vessels in the Temple 15:15 15:1819
Establishes strong defences in Judah 14:68
War with Zerah king of Ethiopia 14:915
Azariatbs prophecy of encouragement 15:1-7
Asa introduces a national reformation 15:815
Threat from Baashaleague with Assyria 15:1622 16:1-6

Hanani condemns Asabs | eague 16:7-10
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Asa smitten with diseased feet 15:23 16:11-12
Deathand burial 15:24 16:1314

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ASADS ACCESSI ON AND2dhioV14E ESTI MATI ON

V.1 - filn his days the land was quiet ten y&@ar$here is a deliberate contrast drawn
between Asa and his father Abijah. They were very differdbijah was a belligerent

man, while Asa was a man of peace. God gave him peace as a reward for his uprightness
and predisposition towards building up the ecclesia (V.6).

V.2 - fAsa did right in the eyes of th@RDhis God - This was true for the grésx part of
his life. Sadly, Asa had to be reminded later that all our actions are observed by the eyes of
our God (2 Chron. 16:9).

THE PURGE OF IDOLA®RYChron. 14:3

V.3 - fihe took away the altars of the strange ged®oth.-i he t ook eignway t
altars. o

fiand the high placés 1 Kings 15:14 says that the high places were not removed out of the
landand this is repeated in 2 Chron. 15:17. It seems that Asa removed the high places out
of the cities of Judah (see V.5) but only curtailed agtigitthose in the rest of the land. It

was left to Hezekiah to destroy them much later (2 Kings 18:4).

fibreak down the images and cut down the gdoviaragesis matstsebah a column; an
i dol , a n d ashiegm-ctanelingdidols, @ fertility god represented by a carved
image. The worship of fertility cults was particularly gross in the use of carnal imagery.

V.4 - fiand commanded Judah to seek tb®m - Having destroyed the idols out of the
land Asa proceeded tsubstitute good for the evil. This is the positive way to defeat
idolatry. He knew the danger of leaving a vacuum (Luke 1264 At this early stage
though it was necessary¢ommandJ u d a h t darashste tee&adpfreduent, follow)
their God.

V.5 - fiand the kingdom was quiet beforechiQuiet is the wordshagat- to repose. This is
a reference to the 10 years peace of verse 1. Peace was granted by God as a reward for
Asabs righteousness in cleansing the | and

1 Kings 15:124

V.12 - fihe took away the sodomitesThese were the ritual prostitutes introduced in the
days of Rehoboam to serve as priests in the high places (1 Kings 14:24).

V.13 - fiMaachah his motiter Sh e was act unaoltlhye rhoi,s tfhger afnadv o |
Rehoboam (2 Chron. 11:21).

fieven her he removed from being QaéeQueenis haggebira- principal lady; mistress.
Maachah was still active in government for Rehoboam had only been dead for about 3
years at the time of As a@reminertlady,srsditodemove S h e
her was an act of great courage by Asa.
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fibecause she had made an idol in a grev@rove is asherah(see note 2 Chron. 14:3

abovég. The wordidol is miphletseth a cause of terror. It is used in verb form in Job 9:6
signifying an earthquake. Rottranslatesi s he had made a monstrou
st em. destrdyedikarath-t o cut of f, consume) and bul
rubbish dump of Jerusalemg| the area near the Valley of the son of Hinnersee

2 Kings 23:6).

Vi14-fAsads heart wa 9-PReréecti§ shatetm-.complate; fromlarost,tod a y s
be safe. See note on 1 Kings 15:3 (Abijah). In this context it is obvious this refers to the
fact that Asa never turned away to false gods as other members of his family had done.

STRONG DEFENCES ESTABLISREIDron. 14:8

V.6 - fihe built fenced cities...for the land hadorest time of peace given by God was not
seen as opportunity for rest by Asa but rather as a time for diligent preparation. Asa used
foresight and wisdom and capitalised on this Divinely provided opportunity to prepare the
defences of Judah.

V.7 - fiwe havesought the DRDour Go@ - This statement is repeated twice by Asa in his
address and is obviously said with great e
to rise up and build is couched in terms that demonstrate his deep concern for e spirit
well-being of his people. His reformation had sought to accomplish this result.

fihe hath given us ra@st Asa was not complacent or slothful, recognising that the time of
peace was a reward for seeking Yahweh and should be used to the fullest adwantage
prepare the ecclesia for more difficult times.

fiSo they built and prospered Prosperedis tsaleach- to push forward. Asa and Judah
were using the only -fadgivermoopertior with God i budding s s 6
the ecclesia.

V8-flAsatadanarmy-To bal ance his defensive measur
forces to their greatest strength since t
men of wvalouro. This is the answer to all
for the warfare of faith because all of its individual members are strong and united (Phil.

1:27).

fithat bare targets- i.e. shields. The shield of faith is a vital part of the defence of the
spiritual warrior (Eph.6:16).

WAR WITH ETHIOBIAChron. 14:95

V.9 - iZeralb-He b . Afa rising of Ilighto. This is a
the world- the enemy of the ecclesia. The Ethiopian does not change his skin (Jer. 13:23),
and the enemies of the truth are often clothed in light (2 Cor. BN 3His army
numbered 1,000,000 with 500 chariots. It was an overwhelming force. In the modern world

the greatest enemy of the Truth is humani
Its subtle appeal t o 6 h udmeaimination ig b tleak for e q u ¢
justifying the vilest evils. Li ke Zerahos

are overwhelming in number.

fiMareshab-He b. Asummit, chief placed. Mareshah
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V.10 - fin the valley of Zeptald - He b . ft wamtea 1D . Asa took hi c
Afwat ower 0 where he could observe the move
always wise to understand the nature of the enemy and to carefully watch for his approach.

V.11 - fiAsa cried unto theOR®-Pr ayer bef ore entering into
vitally important. Asa here states his absolute confidence in the power of God to save with
many or few. There was no confidence in his own strength, though perhaps he had reason
to be conident in it. He knew all his preparations would be useless without Divine help at
this crisis.

fifor we rest on thée The wordresti s an i mportant \waandndi n ASs
signifies to support oneself; hence to lean upon. Rathr ansdmat eBee ido we
Here is a |l esson in how to wage successful
Asabs example was to prepare diligently b

crisis committed himself absolutely into the hands ofwah, not trusting in the arm of
flesh.

fiin thy name we go against this multitudd@here are echoes here of David going forth
against Goliath (1 Sam. 17:45). This is an
an appeal from a faithful man, Gedll not turn away.

fidt not man prevail against theeT he wor d f o rendshmmortal, frénethee i s
root , t o be frail. Rot h. transl!l at es: iwe a
million men this is a remarkable confession of faith in aseen God.

V.12 - fiso the IORDsmote the Ethiopiads The Divine response came immediately in the
overthrow of the Ethiopians. Yahweh is bountiful and consistent as He often proved

Hi mself to be in the days of t hHghteoksimamg s . i
availath muchd (James 5:16). So it proved
fibefore Asa and before JudalSignificantly Asa is specifically mentioned here. The king

was the real force behind Ju dlmthsbose fathaonr i t u e
this day.

V.13 - fipursued them unto GedarH e b . Arolling (country)ao. G

s.w. of Jerusalem on the border with Egypt. Asa stopped short of pursuing the enemy into
foreign territory. He was satisfied with driviigh e 6wor | d6 out of t he

fifor they were destroyed before tiaRD - Destroyeds shabar- to burst. Above all the
victory depended on the involvement of God

V.14 - fifor the fear of thedRDcame upon theon Asaconsolidated his victory by taking
the border towns around Gerar while the fear of God held them in awe. The whole victory
was due to Divine help working in cooperation with human faithfulness and activity.

V.15 - fiand carried away sheep and camels ingdno® - These two animals are singled

out for special mention. As the prophet Azariah came out to meet Asa and Judah returning
with the spoils of war he was confronted with two-preinent animals that aptly portrayed
the two phases oissivénesa @d mdeknds® af theTsheep wasi fainly
seen in Asaobdbs first 15 vy e aetiapce of $ha damgl wast h e
finally to be manifested in him. The camel was unclean under the Law because of its feet.
Asa was to die with diseaséekt as a mark of his sekliance and stubbornness (16:12).
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A GREAT NATIONAL REVIVAL IN JOPBA&Hron. 15:16

V.1 - fithe spirit of God came upon Azariah the son ofd@déds particular phrase is only

used elsewhere in the history of the kings i@Hon. 24:201t points to a special occasion

of Divine communicationGod saw the need for a warning and exhortation at this juncture

as Judah returned victorious from battRerhaps the purge and reformation of Asa 15

years earlier had not been deemwgh for it to be sustained. True and sustainable
repentance cannot be i ¢ 0 mmaldothteyd immokality, As a
complacency and indifference are not easily remoVéd. initial reformation needed to be
followed by a positive campaign tortgolidate its gainsl'o sound this warning God chose

a prophet named Azariah (fAYahweh has hel pe
root to duplicate) which names aptly describe his work.

V2-0t hokDils wi t h you wh Ada badusteprover thisnd ke truéleli mo
needed now to carry this conviction through the trial of another period of extended peace
and tranquillity. It was a marvellous encouragement, but also a solemn warning.
Continuing Divine help is dependent upon our steadésst before God (cp. James 4:8;
Lev.10:3).This statute is fundamental to the operation of God with men in all kdes
timeless principle.

V36-Azariah proceeds with a gener al summar
he makes some significepoints.They had been without a fAte
time. Unstated was the fact that Jehoiada, who was to play such an important role during
the reign of Joash, was now 30 years of a
greatest priestsThe simple point being emphasised by the prophet is that adversity had
been Divinely sent to punish sin in order to turn His people back to Him dgaiah now

enjoyed a state of affairs much different to the past through the faithful work of king Asa.

It was time to consolidate!

V.7 - fibe ye strong therefare Strong is chazag- to be strong, courageous. The same
word is used in Josh.1:7,9 for Godds encou

filet not your hands be weéakWeak is rapha - to slacken. It is interesting to reflect that

Asa died diseased in his feet! His hands did slacken in the work as peace continued for 20
years and this led to the failure of his walk. Steadfast and consistent labour is a key to
survival in the Truth (or.15:58), especially in times of peace and prosperity.

fifor your work shall be rewardedR ot h. transl at es: Athere is
wi || be shown to be true in the day of ac
were a beautiful balanced blend of exhortation, warning, and encouragement.

V.8 - fithe prophecy of Odéd Some texts have HfAthe prophe:
Odedodo, as in verse 1. 1t is unlikely there

fihe took courage- Th e wor d idicbazagas angverse 7. There is an immediate
response from Asa to the exhortation as he seizes upon the opportunity to renew his
reformation. It proved to be the greatest

fiand put away the abominable idel§ he wordabominableis shiqqutssig. disgusting,
filthy. Asa promptly renewed a purge of all remaining idolatry throughout Judah and
Benjamin, and into the captured territory of Ephraim. This became the basis upon which a
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new spiritual revival was built. The approach of firgtarising, then rededicating is the
correct order for reform.

firenewed the altar of thORD - The altar needed to wenewed(chadash to be new; to
rebuild; the idea is to repair). The altar of burnt offering now became the centre of national
attention 8 sacrifices of rededication were made on the repaired altar.

V.9 - fiall the strangers...out of Ephraim and Manassého t h . transl ates 7
Aisojourner so. One result of Asads faithful
the Ethiopianswas a dramatic increase in migration from the north. All who were
sympathetic to Divine things saw in Asa a leader who could be followed and relied upon.

He was the first good king in 6lsrael 6 f ol
Great numbex f |l ocked to him out of the north
established by David.

V.10 - fin the third month- The feast of weeks (Pentecost) was held in this month. It was

the time of the offering of the firstfruits of harvest and {fwék off erings in recognition

t hat |l srael 6s bl essings wer dfirstaahdbestfofrtheim Go d,
labours.

V.12 - fithey entered into a covenant to seek RML..with all their hedrt Here was a

new thing in Judah. Not since the day®aivid had anything comparable been seen. The
entire nation bound themselves to a covenant to individually implement the call of Deut.
6:4-5 to seek Yahweh with all their heart and soul. So serious were the people that they
agreed unanimously that anyoneoadid not enter into the covenant with the wholehearted
intention of fulfilling it should be put to death regardless of status (V.13). The entire
assembled nation then entered the covenant with a loud voice and accompanying
instruments (V.14). The purposef t hi s was to draw Godbs a
their covenant (Num. 10:10), and to emphasise their own determination to fulfil its terms.

V.15 - AJudah rejoiced at the oathPeople do not rejoice in an oath that is forced upon

them. This was aenuine rededication born of sound leadership, and carried through by
individual willingness to throw off every vestige of complacency and apostasy. It is
extremely rare to achieve a reformation that is at the same time universal and genuine. The
Divine cooment ary i s cl ear: ithey had sworn wi
t hei r wh Désieecis thtsomn-idelight (@leasure).

fiand he was found of thémT he tr ut h of Azariahds exhort a
the statemenmtndtoh arta hdwedhah Ifhf contrast to th
(vv.5-6) the Divine blessing of peace was granted to them because they had found Him
(v.4). This reformation is unique in the history of the kings for its depth and universality.
Never again, noeven in the monumental reformation of Hezekiah, did the nation enjoy
such a profound and universal return to their God.

THE INTERVA20 YEARS PEAGR Chron. 15:189

Very little is recorded of the twenty years of peace that God granted to Judahebettaus
the sincerity of their return to Him. Asa seems to have continued his work of upgrading the
Temple services and its accoutrements.
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V.18 - fine brought into the house of God...things...dedizatEdis concentration by Asa

upon promoting the Temple s@es is a logical course for him to have taken. He
appreciated the importance of directing |
positive things of the house of God (see principle of Luke 126)4

V.19 - fithere was no more wear20 years of peae f ol | owed unt i | t he
reign. Such a long interval of peace and tranquillity provided a real test of faith and when
the test came he was not ready for it this time.

A FOOLISH LEAGUE WITH S§RIBhron. 16:10

V.1 - fisix and thirtiethgab-Not i ng t hat the Ethiopian War
(15:10) it is possible to establish that peace had lasted for over 20 years.

fiBaasha - Heb. to stink, offensiveness. He seems aptly named! Baasha had been on the
throne of Israel since thed@year of Asa, and according to 1 Kings 15:33 reigned for 24
year s, thus dying in Asab6s 27th year. Th
passage which indicates he was stil/l acti
agree with the recorah iKings there are difficulties here for the student of chronology.

fibuilt Ramab-He b . fa height. d Ramah was about 10
the road to Bethel and Shechem. It was a strategic town commanding a height (hence the
name) overlookig the route to Jerusalem. Baasha selected an ideal position to prevent
migration from the northern kingdom.

fithat he might let none go out or come in t@A3de perturbing migration of many from

Israel to Judah resulted in strong action by Baashaestdved to stop the erosion of his
subjects by force and so moved the frontier south to a commanding and defensible
position, thus effectively recapturing the territory lost to Abijah by Jeroboam. Almost as a
footnote to hi st oriofBaasshaatdhistide. t el | s of Asabd

V.2 - iiThen Asa brought out silver and goldAsa was apparently unprepared for this

crisis and being hardressed decided to send to Syria for help. He used treasures from the
Temple and the Palace. This was a turning pointsnaAd s | i f e whi ch mani
had been a fundamental change of attitude during the years of peace. Under pressure
previously he had turned to Yahweh, but now he seeks the help of a gentile king. Contrast
his words in 2 Chron. 14:11.

fland sent to Behadad, king of SyaThe name means fASon of th
was the equivalent of the Canaanite Baal a
the Syrian kingdom based in Damascus (1 Kings 128)3and a number of kings
followed named Berddad under whose leadership Syria became a powerful nation until
finally overthrown by Assyria in 732 BC.

V.3 - fiThere is a league between me andothdeeagueis berith; a covenant. Roth.

transl at es: ALet there be a acanpletetarmaboutb et w
from 2 Chron. 15:12 where a covenant was made with Yahweh following a wonderful
victory through His help. He did not remenm

flas there was between my father and thy athérhis covenant is not mentioned
elewher e, but i s consistent with the char ac
example.
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figo break thy league with BaashaAsa ought to have realised that if Benhadad could
break a league with Baasha he could, and probably would do so with&saeh was the
only one who would not forsake His part in a covenant.

V.4 - AAnd Benhadad hearkemedBenhadad cooperated with the request doubtless for
reasons of self interest and political expediency. He gave Asa temporary relief by attacking
the north of Israel capturing in turn:

fliooo-Heb . Arui n. 0

fiDaro - He b . ij udgement . 0 JTehriosb ovaan® st helot atvn o w
Abijah had captured Bethel (2 Chron. 13:19) and now Asa, through the agency of
Benhadad, took Dan. Ironically, Israel was without its centres of idolatry but Asa was in
the debt of the ASon of Hadado!

flAbetmaimd - Heb.Ai Meadow of wat e rbéthhmadchah (1 Kings B5113)e d A
meaning, fAiMeadow of the house of depressio

fistore citie®- Roth-fist or ehouses of the cities. o

V.5 - fihe left off building of Ram@ahBaasha was forced to abandon Ramah to concentrate
on halting the Syrian progress in the north. 1 Kings 15:21 says he went to dwell in Tirzah.

V.6 - fitook all Judab - If Asa was able to muster all Judah (1 Kings 15:22), why did he
not fight against Baasha? The answer lies in his fear (Jer. 41:9). Hikdaitbeen eroded.

fiand he built therewith Geba and Migpake ba means fa hill ocko
observatory. o Asa fortified Geba which wa
Mizpah which was situated some 5 km (3 miles) north of Ramah with maténeh
Baashadés work at Ramah.

ASA REBUKED BY A PROPSEThron. 16:10

V.7 - fiHanani the seér- He b . Agraci ouso. God was indee
sending another prophet to turn his heart back to the responsiveness of his earlier years.

fibecaug thou hast relied on the king of Syridhe wordrelied is shaan- to support
oneself. The same word is transl ated fArest
three times. Asa had changed supports. He now rested on flesh and not on hikeéGod. T
choice of this word was designed to make Asa deeply reflect on the words of his prayer in
the previous crisis (14:11).

fitherefore is the host of Syria escaped out of thinedhaBak Asa was not fighting with

Syria! This is a fascinating insight intbe workings of our God. He apparently intended to
overthrow Syria by Judah perhaps as one of the outcomes of this present crisis. Divine
intentions had been frustrated and Judah w

V.8 - fiLubim® These were the primitive ihyans who had been allied with the
Ethiopians.

V.9 - fithe eyes of the@RDrun to and fro- Rot h . transl ates: AFor
seeing that His eyes are ever running to &
a reiteration of the primgle of 2 Chron. 15:2 which Asa had forgotten.
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flof them whose heart is perfect towardhiferfectis shalem- to be complete, from the
root to be safe. Asa was in danger of taking the next step and acknowledging the gods of
Syria. See note on 1 Kings:18 above.

fiherein thou hast done foolisbly Foolishly is cakal - to be silly,i.e. a foolish act. Asa
was hot a fool but in this matter had acted very foolishly. It was entirely out of character
for him.

fithou shalt have wars This is the antithesisfo Asaés previ ous exper |
had given him peace for faith and righteousness. He had trusted in the flesh in this matter,
so his punishment was to be continual war (trouble from the flesh). By trying to save
himself he succeeded only in bringinpon himself perpetual trouble.

V.10 - fAsa was wrath with the s@erSometimes great men do foolish things in the hour

of crisis. The young Asa would have humbled himself and acknowledged his mistake, but
the grounds of humility were gone. He now fehly compounds his error by imprisoning
Hanani the prophet. This was the reaction of wounded pride that prevented him from
hearing rebuke (Prov. 9:8; 12:1; 29:1).

fiprison houseé - The term usedmahpekethsignifies a wrenchj.e. the stocks. Asa
foolishly bound Hanani in the stocks. His binding of the feet of the prophet of God was
poetically avenged when God struck him with a disease in his feet (V.12).

fin a ragé - zaaph- anger (to boil up). Many mistakes are made in anger fuelled by pride.

floppressedsome of the peopde The word foroppresseds quite strong. It isatsats- to

crack in pieces. This violent reaction against his own people who sympathised with Hanani
is difficult to understand from a man who had devoted his life to theirlveatig. t is
however very illuminating in regard to human nature and the danger posed by unmixed
prosperity for spiritual life.

ASA DISEASED IN HIS FEEThron. 16:112

V.12 - fiin the thirty and ninth year of his réigiihis was 3 years after the events efse
10. God gave Asa ample time to repent of his folly and to recover himself, but he did not
turn from his way.

fidiseased in ik feed - Diseaseds chalah- weak, sick (from the root, to be rubbed or
worn).

fiexceeding great- Roth.-fiex ceedien.gd yTheveguni shment fitt
Scriptural history shows that Divine judgement is often poetic in its outworking.

fiyet in his disease he sought not tkRDbut the physiciarts- The word forphysiciansis
rapha- to mend (by stitching).e. cure. This is the root of the word used by God in Ex.

15: 26 to describe Himself as | sraelds gr e:
anot her i ndication that Asads faith had s
seekingahumancurefr hi s il 1 s. Human O6physiciansd ¢
owal kd. The tragic irony of this is that t

himself to be a spiritual physician for his people. Now when he needed a Divine physician
the spiit of self reliance drove him to seek human help.



Asa of Judah

ASAOS DEATHOZNNDN BUERI AL

V.14 - fiown sepulchres....made for himseRot h. transl at es: Ain hi
which he had hewn for hi ms el fhisodeatd.elt wasa d e\
tragic that a man with such a record should die with the symbol of a corrupt walk (diseased
feet).

fisweet odours- In those times it was a common practice to embalm the body with sweet
spices. I n Asads case tbbfisetthepcormgion ofnhis yeeth a v e
which probably occasioned his death. However, nothing can arrest the progress of mortal
corruption but the power of God and this he had refused.

fithe apothecaries @t The word apothecariesis mirqachath signifying an aromatic
unguent. Roth. translates: fAperfumers art.

fithey made a very great burning forchirAsa was deeply mourned by his longsuffering
people who loved him for the wonderful work he had performed among them for the bulk

of his life. Some have suggestthat the burning was actually a cremation to remove all
traces of the corruption of his feet. This however cannot be correct. Comparison with the
record of the death of Jehoram in 2 Chron. 21:19 shows that no burning was made in his
case eventhoughhsodi |y corruption was worse than
Jehoram was not mourned by his people whereas the mourning for Asa was deep and
genuine. The legacy of his great reformation had survived his own personal failure.



NADAB

- The Liberal
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -iLi ber al 0o

FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 14:20 LAST MENTION -1 Kings 15:31
LENGTH OF REIGN - 2 years from 91309 BC

CONTEMPORARY KING -Asa 911871 BC

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Little is known of the second son of Jeroboam that would permit a firm character
assessment. To the extehiat the meaning of his name may complement the Divine
assessment of his reign, it i s perhaps no
charat eri stic was a Ol i beralé or | oose attit
is that he was content to continue the idolatry of his father without modification despite the
accumulating evidence that Yahweh had turned His face against the dicle®boam.

Unlike Abijah his deceased brother, Nadab was an exact replica of his father and fully
deserved the puni shment whi ch soon fell
condemnation delivered by Ahijah the prophet.

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF NADAB 1 Kings

Accession and Divine summary 15:2526
Assassination by Baasha 15:2731

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

NADAB®S ACCESS|I ON1KINBDISRFIBARACTER

V.25 - fiand reigned over Israel two y@ardladab acceded to the throne in the 2nd year of
Asabut was deposed in his 3rd year (verse 28). So he did not reign a full two years.

V.26 - fiand walked in the way of his fatherHe was an exact replica of his father
Jeroboam, totally unlike Abijah his deceased elder brother who had some inclination
towards Yahweh. Nadab made no attempt to change anything in Israel. He was content to
follow in Jeroboamdés footsteps and perpetu

NADABOG S 0 IDingsTL 5231

V.27 - fiand Baasha smote him at Gibbethddadab died at the hamd Baasha (probably
one of his captains) while besieging Gibbi
miles) north of Ekron.



Nadab of Israel

V.31 - fiare they not writtén This implies that another record existed with more complete
details, but God did not sdi to preserve it in scripture. The book of Chronicles does not
mention Nadab.

THE CHRONOLOGICAL DATA OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL
The following table sets out the recorded synchronisms of the kings of Israel in relqtion to
the kings of Judah as noted in thaoks of 1 and 2 Kings.
KING SYNCHRONISM LENGTH OF REIGNL Kings
Jeroboam 22 years 14:20
Nadab 2nd of Asa 2 years 15:25
Baasha 3rd of Asa 24 years 15:28,33
Elah 26th of Asa 2 years 16:8
Zimri 27th of Asa 7 days 16:10,15
Oomri 31st of Asa 12 years 16:23
Ahab 38th of Asa 22 years 16:29
Ahaziah 17th of Jehoshaphat 2 years 22:51
Jehoram 18th of Jehoshaphat 12 years 2 Kings3:1
Jehu 28 years 10:36
Jehoahaz 23rd of Joash 17 years 13:1
Jehoash 37th ofJoash 16 years 13:10
Jeroboam 15th of Amaziah 41 years 14:23
Zachariah 38th of Uzziah 6 months 15:8
Shallum 39th of Uzziah 1 month 15:13
Menahem 39th of Uzziah 10 years 15:17
Pekahiah 50th of Uzziah 2 years 15:23
Pekah 52nd of Uzzah 20 years 15:27
Hoshea 12th of Ahaz 9 years 17:1




BAASHA -

The Unheeding Avenger
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -Bashafit o st i nk, of fensi venesso

FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 15:16 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 16:6

LENGTH OF REIGN - 24 years (1 Kings 15:33) from 9@86 BC

FATHER - Ahijjah-fi Br o f.ehweorr s(chi pper) of Yah. o
TRIBE -1 ssachar (meaning fAHe wil/| bring a rew
CAPITAL -Tirzah-i Del i ght somenesso.

CONTEMPORARY KING - Asa 911871 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Baasha was an ideal choice as Yahweho6s jud
with Ahijahos pr 4.t alsoseermslfitting ihat fessholld be thé son

of another Ahijah (1 Kings 15:27). Ruthless ambition motivated this man totkeek
throne of || srael and so he became an effec

Although Baasha reigned for 24 years, little is recorded of him except for the cruel and
ruthless manner in which he di skestaneedhatof J e
he adopted towards Judah. He was obviously a cold, unfeeling man, driven only by
considerations of personal status, power and profit.

Perhaps the most significant thing recorded of Baasha is the unheeding manner in which he
continued the ambasy of Jeroboam despite the judgements that he had personally
admini stered on Jeroboambés house. Bot h th
summary of his reign recorded in 1 Kings 16:7 make it clear that Baasha was condemned
because of his failure 0 r ef |l ect upon the reasons why
house. If that house had been utterly destroyed because of idolatry and apostasy, then
Baasha should have realised that he too wi
apostasy.

HARMONYOFHE RECORDS OF BAW®$ A@SEhrdREI GN

Assassinates Nadalll e st r oys Jer obo 583 house
Divine summary and estimation 15:3234

Attacks Asa but is forced to withdraw 16:1-6
Jehuds prophecy against I6ilm

Death and burial in Tirzah 166



Baasha of Israel

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

THE RISE OFHE HOUSE OF BAASHAKINngs 15:230

V.27 - iAnd Baasha the son of Ahijaht was ironical that the man to fulfil the words of
Ahijah the prophet (1 Kings 14:14) should be the son of another Ahijah.

ficonspired agast himd i Conspiredis gashar- to tie. Baasha firstly set about gaining
support for a coup.

flof the house of IssachkerThi s name means Ahe will bring
instrument to bring judgement on the house of Jeroboameasaad for hisapostasy.

fiGibbethon - This town originally belonged to Dan (Josh.19:44) but was now in the hands
of the Philistines.

V.29 - fihe smote all the house of JeroboarBaasha, acting upon the natural impulse of
all tyrants, wiped out every vestigebfer oboamdés house. He may he
prophecy of 1 Kings 14:201 but fulfilled it to the letter.

DIVINE SUMMARY AND ESTIMATI@GMhhgs 15:3234

V.32 - fithere was war between Asa and Baasha all thet -d@gstinual war with Baasha

is implied but in fact Asa enjoyed many years of peace (2 Chron. 14:1; 15:19). This
statement reflects a continual 6state of v
in Asads reign when Baasha fortified Ramal
from Israel to Judah (see notes on Asa).

V.34 - fhe did evil in the sight of theR®-Tr ue t o hi s name Baasha
in Godbés sight. The exer ci s-<eented mep, denean wa s
domination of others for gain, dotnmake good and faithful servants of God.

fland walked in the way of JerobdamBaasha was also shallow. A reflective, deep
thinking mind would consider the reasons f
disaster. To continue in the way of Jeroboam was to ensure failure. Not one of the kings of
Israel abandoned the apasy of Jeroboam. It is almost as though they accepted without

guestion that his system was |Israel s trad
JEHUBOS PROPHECY ®ME®AgsNIT BAASHA

V.1-AJehwo-f Yahweh i s heo. ThaDidneiemesentativd. t t i ng na
fison of Hanani- He b . igraci ousao. Perhaps this is t

Judah (2 Chron. 16:7). This same Jehu also recorded a history of Jehoshaphat king of
Judah some 40 years later which suggests the prophet wasygquing at this time

(2 Chron. 20:34). He was also selected to rebuke Jehoshaphat for his alliance with Ahab
(2 Chron. 19:2).

V.2 - fil exalted thee out of the duistThis probably came as a revelation to Baasha who
doubtless considered that his positweas due to his own initiative and power. In fact God
through His providence had used Baashaods a

fiprinced - nagid- a commander (as occupying the front). The ragadsignifies to front
or stand boldly out opposite. Teame word is used of Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:7).



Baasha of Israel

fihast made my people Israel toosinBy si mply continuing Jer
religious system.

V.3 - fiand will make thy house like the house of Jerabe&ta committed the same sins;
he would have theasne destiny. There is no respect of persons with God. The judge was to
be judged and the avenger, avenged.

V.4 - fihim that dieth of BaashaCompare the identical words to Jeroboam (14:11).

V.5 - fihis mighd - gebuwrah- force; valour. He was a man of pewbut God did not
desire to include details of Baashadés acts

V.6 - fiTirzald - This town was now the established capital of Israel.

V.7 - fithe work of his hands There is no record of the way in which Baashavpked
Yahweh with the work of his hands, but he was clearly not apathetic in pursuing
Jeroboamés ways for his own personal aggr a

fland because he killed kimThe record reads as though Baasha killed Jeroboam. In fact

he kiled Nada hi s son. Rot h. transl ates this peé
Jerobbamnot wit hstanding that he smote him.o T
Divine instrument for the punishment of J
which hadprecipitated Divine judgement. He simply ignored the warning implicit in this

and suffered the same fate.



ELAH -
The Apathetic Drunkard

(ISRAEL)
HEBREW - Elah - An oak or other strong tree.
FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 16:6 LAST MENTION -1 Kings 16:14
LENGTH OF REIGN - 2 years from 88&85 BC
FATHER - Baasha TRIBE - Issachar CAPITAL -Tirzah

CONTEMPORARY KING -Asa 911871 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Only one incident in the life of Elah has found its way into the inspired record of the kings
of Israel and Judah and that event was his assassination by Zimri, captain of his chariots.
While the army of Israel was besieging Gibbethon, Elah was drinkingetii drunk in the

house of Arza his palace steward. He is revealed as a man who was apathetic to the
national interests of Israel because of his love for the titillating pleasures of strong drink.
His complacency brought about his demise because it allowen like Zimri, Omri and

Tibni to conspire against him among the army of Israel in his absence.

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF ELAH 1 Kings

Accession and assassination by Zimri 16:810
ELAHS6S ACCESSI ON ANKNgAIBBA SSI NATI ON
V.9 - fANnd his servat Zimro - Z i mr i means fimusical 0, from

fingers; touch the strings.

ficaptain of half his charigts The wordcaptainis sar- a head person. Evidently Elah had
divided his armed forces into two groups. While the rest of Idsasieged Gibbethon,
Zimri was elsewhere plotting a coup (1 Kings 161Hj.

fiTirzah-A Del i ght somenessd. The capital of | sr a

fdrinking himself drurikc Elah was giving vent to unrestrained drunkenness and was in no
position to lead Israalr even defend himself.

fArza, steward of his houseAr za f i ttingly means fiearthir
was over the household in Tirzah. o He was

V.10 - iZimri went in and smote kimThe assassination of Elah while he wlasnk was a
fitting end for Baashat6s | ine, given as it

V.14 - fiNow the rest of the acts of Elah...are they not \writhém more is recorded of Elah
than this. He was not worthy of any more space than the record ohbisilgous death.



ZIMRI -

The Reckless Assassin
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -A Musi cal 0; root , to strike strings wi
FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 16:9 LAST MENTION - 2 Kings 9:31

LENGTH OF REIGN - 7 days during 88BC

CAPITAL - Tirzah

CONTEMPORARY KING - Asa 911871 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Zimri is distinguished among the 39 kings of Israel and Judah as the man with the shortest
reign of only 7 days. He had another distinction also as the man remembered by dezebel f
treason against his master (2 Kings 9:31). Apart from that dubious place in history Zimri
was a tragic aberration. He was an ambitious shooting star who left nothing but destruction
in his wake.

Once again God was able to effectively employ the reckliedxruel ambition of Zimri to
accomplish the destruction of Baashads hou
Jeroboamds house. Zimri was a reckless opr
made the fatal mistake of not first gainingadegt e support from | srae
coup was premature and proved abortive because the bulk of the army, who were besieging
Gi bbet hon at the ti me, when hearing of E
installed Omri as king and marched onzZah to overthrow the usurper.

The glory of the monarchy so murderously craved by Zimri proved disconcertingly
ephemeral. Within 7 days he was dead by his own hand! The nature of his death also
illustrates his shallow character. He committed suicide innthener of a spoilt child
deprived of a toy, ensuring that if he could not sit on the throne and occupy the palace of
the king at Tirzah, then neither would Omri. So he burnt the palace over himself and
perished in the inferno.

The brief glimpse we get dimri justifies a harsh assessment. He was a reckless, petty
and bloodthirsty fool with an ambition that far outweighed his intelligence to accomplish
its aims.

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF ZIMRI 1 Kings

Histreasonmas sacres BaasHh&g®¥l4 house
Z i mrshoid reign and suicide 16:1520



Zimri of Israel

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ZI MRI1 6S TREASONJ1KINGS16ALCESSI ON

V.9 - Acaptain of half his charigtsZi mr i 6 s only claim to fame \
chariot warfare which led to him being given controhaff the cavalry. He had risen to be
an important figure in the nation but was unable to handle his promotion out of obscurity.

V.11 - Aheslew all the house of Baashda-ollowing the pattern established by Baasha his

first task was to destroy allof Hlab s r el ati ves and friends. T
for a tyrant succeeding to the throne by treason was again used by God to fulfil the
prophecy of Jehu (1 Kings 167).

V.13 - fitheir vanitied - hebel- emptiness. A reference to their idolatrous practises.

ZI MRI1 6 S REI GNKANDG:I®UI CI DE

V.15 - iGibbethon - A town in Philistine territory S.S.W. of Tirzah which was under siege
by I srael at the time of Zimrids coup.

V.16 - fithe people...hed say - The news would take a couple of days to reach the army.

filsrael made Omri, captain of the host,dkir@mri was seemingly commander in chief of

|l srael 6s armed forces and naturally consic
whosehos e was now extinct. |l srael 6s forces af
king. They immediately went to besiege Tirzah and overthrow Zimri (V.17).

V.18-fand burnt t he ©izmg éommitied suiside rather ¢han suifer i
humiliatingd e at h a't Omri 6s hands, but this was n
over himself, presumably while he sat on the throne, he departed in grand style in one final
act of churlishness. If he was to be denied the throne and the palace, so wolld Omri

V.19 - ffor his sin® - Zimri reigned only one week. This assessment clearly spans a life
time. All his ways were known to God who judged him to be cast in the same mould as
Jeroboam and walking in his perverse way.

V.20 - fiand his treason that he wrot@h Treasonis gesher- an alliance. Zimri was
notable only for his treason, even being remembered by Jezebel 50 years later (2 Kings
9:31). Doubtless he had sympathisers and accomplices but he did not have the sense to
consolidate his support before wWildgrasping at the throne. The ambition of men often
blinds them to reality.



OMRI -

The Statutemaker
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -Omriy -i Heapi ngo

FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 15:15 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 22:2
LENGTH OF REIGN - 12 years from 88874 BC

CAPITAL - Tirzah (5 years); Samaria (6 years).

CONTEMPORARY KING - Asa 911871 BC

SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - Micah 6:16; 2 Chron. 22:2; 2 Kings 8:26.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Despite his obscure beginnings and seemingly limitekhieaements Omri ultimately

became the most powerful influence on the kingdom of Israel since Jeroboam its first king.

He established a dynasty which lasted nearly 50 years and had a profound influence on the
destiny of the nation. It was Omri who builtetltity of Samaria which became the
permanent capital of Israel until the Assyrian captivity. And it was Omri who brought up
and educated | srael 6s wor st ever king, Ah
political alliance with Ethbaal king of th&idonians which led to Ahab taking in marriage
Jezebel his daughter. This arrangement was to have immeasurable consequences for both
Israel and Judah.

Omri is presented in the record as a politically successful man because of his self
motivation and detemination. He possessed a dalferested initiative and was clearly a

man capable of immense influence in the lives of other people. This is the distinct
impression gained from the brief record of his life, and is the obvious import of one

important referece to him in Micah 6:16. Mi cah r e«
kept , and all t he works of the house of A
of Omridéds teachings on I|Israel. He was a ma

From these ideas he formulated principles and statutes which were readily grasped and
acted upon by Ahab his son. T-lmakingisoevealed a n d
in a curious description of Athaliah his graddughter in Zhron. 22:23. She is thre

spoken of as thdaughter of Omri, not as the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. The reason

becomes apparent when in verse 3 ways(ors r ec
works - Mic. 6:16) of the house of Ahab: for his mother was tiginsellor to do
wickedly. o Athali a-makarsd6 helmemscoendshedsitatat
Omri.

Omiri left an indelible mark on the history of his nation. His reign was a turning point in

that history and commenced an even greater period of apostaggdahamich had existed

from the days of Jeroboam. Tragically, the statutes of Omri also found their way into Judah
and ushered in one of Judahoés dar kest per
Jehoshaphat.



Omri of Israel

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF OMRI 1 Kings

His rise during political turmoil 16:1618
Victorious in the civil war against Tibni 16:21:22
Establishes Samaria as capital of Israel 16:2324
The unprecedented evil of his reign 16:2528

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

POLITICAL TURMOIL AND RIVALRY IN I8RKEIgs 16:182

V.16 - fiall Israel made Omri the captain of the host) ki@gnri was the head of the armed
forces of l srael . As Zi mr i had sl ain all/l
remained. Omri was the natural choice as king, antheoarmy besieging Gibbethon
crowned him on receiving news of Zimrids ¢

V.17 - fiand Omri went up...and besieged TirzaBibbethon was left unconquered for
there were more important issues at stake
Isrel 6 foll owed Omri is testimony that he w
this power against Zimri who capriciously committed suicide after an inglorious reign of 7
days. Omri was then confronted by another pretender to the throne whichseaslyaest

his leadership.

V.21 - fithe people of Israel divided into two perts was a time of turmoil as the strong
vied for positions of power while the opportunities existed. Where apostasy prevails
human pride and personal rivalries inevitablyface when positions of authority are
vacated. In the process there is always much suffering for ordinary people who find
themselves in the midst of civil war. The record is brief but the suffering and loss of life
would have been great.

fihalf of the peoplfollowed Tibni the son of GinatiHe was the challenger for the throne

who initially succeeded in gaining the su
(chaff), while Ginath means fAgardenodo. The
ont he basis of the Divine query: i Wh at i s
proved to be a fiman of strawd in the conf

the spoils of the kingdom for himself.

V.22 - AOmri prevailedl- The civil war seemm to have lasted for 3 years by comparison of

the synchronisms provided. Zi mri s reign

and Omr i began his reign in Asab6s 31st ye
and ruthlessness of Omri prevailéwghagination baulks at the images of suffering inflicted

on the whole fabric of I|Israelés social str

OMRI BUILDS A NEW CAPITAL IN SABIARIAgs 16:234

V.23 - fibegan Omri to reign over Israel twelve years: six yggned he in Tirzah The
palace at Tirzah having been destroyed by Zimri was probably rebuilt, but Omri resolved
to build a new capital more in keeping with the grandiose ambitions he planned for his
dynasty. This is indicative of the initiative andestgth of Omri. He is revealed as a
dynamic and selmotivated man with firm direction in the achievement of his objectives.



Omri of Israel

V.24 - AAnd he bought the hill Samaria of Shém&amaria (HebShomerowhmeans
Awasstchati ono, from a eonot mesags ¢$omgdataer g B
settlings. Both words are from the same ®iwmar- to hedge about,e. to guard, protect.
Shemeii s transl ated Adregso (Psa. 75:8) , and
Zeph. 1:12). It is not diffictilto see from these meanings the ideas that flow through

|l sai ahdos woe against the Adrunkards of Ept
(Isa. 28:18).

The hill of Samaria was about 100 metres (300 feet) high in a basin formed by a valley
which rurs from Shechem west to the Mediterranean coast. It was situated on the north
side of the valley where an incoming glen joined the valley. Surrounded by mountains on
three sides and with a view to the west it was in a very commanding position. A broad vale
sweeps westward visible for 13 km (8 miles) to a range of low hills and beyond them the
sea |ies another 37 km (23 miles) away. @]
been extolled by commentators. Both its position and eventual grandeur which w
brought to its zenith in the reign of Ahab his son are renowned.

O MR [EVIISREIGHI1 Kings 16:238

V.25 - fiOmri wrought edil- Rot h . transl at es: Aand Omr i di
Everything that he did was sealéntred in its motivation. Hevas governed only by
ambition and selinterest. Not surprisingly, the Divine estimation is that he did only
wickedness.

fiand did worse than all that were befor@hiio t h . : Afdid more wicked
all his predecessors in Israel in wickednéss.led the way as the nation moved further
away from its God and grew increasingly ignorant of His ways.

V.26 - fihe walked in all the way of Jeroboarmhis he certainly did, but Omri had some
new ideas of his own which were to have catastrophic refultsrael and Judah (Mic.
6:16).

fiprovoke...to anger with their vanitiesAnger is kaac - to trouble.Vanities is hebel -
emptiness, and is a reference to the abominable idolatries of Israel under Jeroboam.

V.27 - fithe rest of the acts of Omri....areytmot writted - They were written but not
preserved in the annals of scripture. Omri is mentioned only incidentally in Chronicles. His
acts have sealed his eternal destiny amon
during this tragic period of thelistory.

V.28 - A0mri slept with his fathers....and Ahab his son redgr@uohri the theoretician who

had made many statutes in his brief career passed from the scene and handed power to
Ahab the artful practitioner wtinoiplep with ¢ e e d ¢
alacrity (Mic. 6:16).



AHAB -

| srael 6s Wor st King
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW - Achab-fi Br o f.ehferri ¢¢nd) of his father. o ARe:
FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 16:28 LAST MENTION - 2 Chron. 22:8

LENGTH OF REIGN - 22 years from 87853 BC

FATHER -Omr i (fAheapingo)

WIFE - Jezebetichast edo (cp. Rev. 2:20). The daug
king of the Zi do-seeaudgeslBTit2&ings28tl& h f i sho)

CONTEM PORARY KINGS - Asa 911871 BC; Jehoshaphat 8847 BC.
SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - Micah 6:16

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Ahab has the unenviable distinction of being known as the worst king to ever sit upon the
throne of Israel. He owed much of that distinctionhie influence of his wife Jezebel who

stirred him up to do evil (1 Kings 21:2%). Nevertheless it would be wrong to suggest
that Jezebel was responsible for all of Al
strong and determined individual whakad neither courage or enterprise. This coupled
with the education and guidance hmakreercoei v
(Mic.6:16), would have made him a champion of evil even without the influence of
Jezebel. But she undoubtedly had the aftef inciting him to far greater evils than he

mi ght have committed without her. Most si ¢
in the introduction of a new and destructive religion that made Israel a stronghold of
paganism!

The inspired historiaralmost appears incredulous as he penned the words of 1 Kings

16: 31: AAnd it came to pass as i f it had
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the
Zidonians, a d went and served Baal and wor ship

eradicated from the land by Israel under Joshua, and though it had reappeared for brief
periods during the times of the Judges i
history as a mnarchy. Now under Ahab and Jezebel the god of the Amorites and
Canaanites was once again firmly entrenched in the land. It is for this reason that a
prophecy delivered by Joshua at the fall
reign (1 Kings 6:34). Jericho was the first city to fall to Israel in the land and as such it
represented the ultimate capture of the entire land by Israel. With its fall the doom of Baal
and his devotees was signalled and guaranteed. It was highly significant tHat Yextc

rebuilt during the reign of Ahab, and that reference to the fact should be placed

i mmedi ately after the condemnation of Ahal
Spirit is showing in a curious way that, viewed from the Divine perspectigéittorites

and Canaanites were once again in control of the land of Canaan. They were there in the
form of Ahab and his house and the Baal worshippers of Israel (1 Kings28)25
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Considerable space is devoted to the reign of Ahab in the record of the kimgely

because of his association with Elijah the prophet and Jehoshaphat king of Judah. In all
those accounts he emerges as a man fixed in the ways of idolatry and wickedness, and yet
occasionally and briefly moved to the recognition of Yahwehaslsrd s God. Ther
him something to which God could appeal. Yet despite the many opportunities given to
Ahab to refor m, and the miracles perfor me
stubbornly continued in his evil ways. Only the condemnatiohi®house delivered by
Elijah in Nabothds vineyard produced any
result in any meaningful reformation of his life.

Ahab died by the Divine hand fully deseryv
worstking. His painfully slow death from loss of blood, and the subsequent washing of his
chariot in the pool of the harlots was a fitting and poetic end for such a man. He had given
himself over to Jezebel the harlot of Zidon, and in the end his life bloodvastsed into

the cesspool that harboured the filth of the very priestesses they had installed to conduct
the immoral worship of Baal in Samaria.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDSKIM@F ARGhWBA.S REI GN
Accession in Asabs 38t hleRear

His great eviland idolatry 16:30:33

Jericho rebuilt in his reign 16:34

Elijah appears suddenly and announces a drought 17:1-7

Elijah dwells with the widow of Zarephath 17:824

Elijah meets Obadiah and Ahab 18:1-16

The contest on Mt. Carmel 18:1740

Elijah declares the approach of rain 18:41-46

Elijah flees from Jezebel to Horeb 19:1-18

Elijah calls Elisha to follow him 19:1921

Ahab attacked by Benhadad of Syria 20:1-12

Syria defeated with Divine help 20:1321

Divine warning that Syriavould return 20:2227

An assurance of Godds h202830

Ahab spares Benhadad and honours him 20:31:34

Ahab is sorely rebuked by a prophet 20:3543

Ahab seeks to possess N2alHdot hés vineyard
Jezebel i ntervenesthand 2lisidanges Nabot hds d
Ahab takes possession o021l1WN&bothdés vineyard
Elijah condemns Ahabods dkldu2d e

Ahab humbles himsefY a hwe hds mer c g1:2620veal ed
Jehoshaphat makes an alliance with Ahab 22:1-4 18:1-3

Cracks appear in the alliance 22:514 18:411

The prophet Micaiah called 22:1314 18:1213

The prophecy of Micaiah 22:1528 18:1427

Micaiah thrown into prison 22:2628 18:2527

The battle at RamotBilead 22:2933 18:2832

Ahab wounded by an arrow, dies 22:3436 18:33-34

His burial in Samaria 22:37
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The dogs lick his blood in Samaria 22:38
Final summary 22:3940

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

AHABG®S ACCESSI ON ANDOIKNhGUAZBRY DESCRI BEI
V.30 - Adid evil...above all that were beforedhiiR o t hid morefimickedly than all that

were before him.o Omri had attained this
fat her in wickedness and was never to be e
V.31-fas if it had been a light thaigLight isgalal-t o be | i ght (easy, t
though it had been too |ight a thing.o A

contempt. He sought a religion with much more earthiness and variety. And so:

fihe took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbdak z e bel 6 s name means f
the greatest mi snomer of all ti me. Her f aj
was true of her all her days. She never wavered in her service to Baal and to the fleshly
principles of his worship. Not evehe events on Mt. Carmel shook her confidence in her

god. She was the most determined, fanatical, fearless, dauntless, ruthless, and incorrigible
woman to ever come within the orbit of Go
God 6 s s er miaforiicationt, and was salected by Christ to represent that apostasy

in the First Century ecclesia which was to produce the Roman Catholic harlot system of
later times (Rev. 2:20; 18:4,24).

fiwent and served Baal Servedis abad- to work, to serve (efteve). Baal means lord. In
particular the Zidonians worshipped the Baal Ashtoreth (2 Kings 23:13) the god of sensual
desire. Ahab made a deliberate choice to serve this god in choosing his wife from among
the Zidonians.

BAAL

Baal means fAmaster, l ordo and referred t
to Pagan myths. He was associated with agriculture and was said to give increase to fal
field, flocks and herds. Baal was also identified with Hatii@dstorm god whose voice was heq
in the thunder that brought the rain so essential to crops. The worship of this cult included
sacrifice, ritualistic meals and licentious dances. Near a rock altar was a sacred pillar
symbol of Asherah tgymbolise human fertility. High places were attended by male and fg
prostitutes who offered themselves in the ritual worship. Baal worship had a subtle attrac
Israelites bound by a strict moral and religious code. In many ways its ritualsiwilia to the
Law of Moses and all t hat was required
adjustmentsd so that the people could a
Ahabds new worship after 6s2ueye alresr odbfo aanpd
which had almost completely demoralised the people. The new and rising generation hag
nothing else but Jeroboamés calf worship

V.32 - fin the house of Baal Ahab immediately made a home for Baal in Samaria by
firstly building a place of worship for him, and then establishing an altar. The fact that the
chronicler places Ahabés idolatry at the \



Ahab of Israel

that there is absolute amazement that such breathtaking infidelity lseyddoduced so
early in his reign.

V.33 - fiAnd Ahab made a grae Groveis Asherahmeaning to be straight or erect; hence

to be happyBased on the common pagan worship of the generative oysimstah was
symbolised by a tree or pole set beside thasd¢bah (symbol of Baal). Asherah
specialised in sexual love and war, d@telt e mpl es wer e centres of
Byblos (north of Sidon) recent excavation has revealed that Asherah revelled in bloodshed
and immoral lust. This type of bloddtting mani f ested itself amonocg
Baal on Mt. Carmel (Kings 18:2628).

fiprovoke...angeér- This is one word in Hebrewkéaq sig. trouble, by implication to
grieve, rage, be indignant. By introducing the most perverse of fertility cutisisrael
Ahab excelled all before him in stirring up the anger of Yahweh.

JERICHO REBUILT IN THE DAYS OFAHABgs 16:34

V.34 - filn his days did Hiel...build JerichoHiel means Al i vi ng of God
signifying to revive. This man had the terity to rebuild Jericho in defiance of the Divine

edict against the city that it was to be devoted to destruction (Josh. 6:17). His audacity was
to cost him very dearly, even the lives of all his sons, in fulfilment of the curse inherent in

the prophecy Joshua (Josh. 6:26).

fithe Betkelited - Bethel me a n s it he house of Godo, but
Jeroboamdés apostasy. |t is significant t h
rebuil ding Jericho in vi eswapostdsy hadrow matuted r e p

into full blown Baal worship that testified to the return of the Canaanites to the land. Refer
to 6Summary of Characterd®é and to box bel ow

JERICHO REBUILT
The fulfilment of the prophecy of Josh. 6:26 marked the restoration of the Canz
and Amorites to the land. They had returned in the form of Ahab and his house. 1
of Jericho symbol i sed | srael 6s trid
dest ucti on of their false worship. Th
with the introduction into Israel of Baal worship in its worst form. Fittingly, Jericho
Arevi vedeelithfyr it was & Bdthel that Jeroboam had instituted thstapy
now fully developed by Ahab. The idolatry of Canaan removed by Israel, comme
with Jericho, had now been restored (1 Chron. 5:25; 1 Kings 2BR5The lofty but
frustrated ambitions of Hiel to establish a family dynasty in Jericho servedir
illustrate another fact . Ahabés apo
6sonso

fihe laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstbofkbiram me a n s AfFat her o]
(lofty)o. Hielbds firstbofoundatbhsed during the

fiand set up the gates thereof in his youngest son 8egdgubme ans fal of t 0;
root to be | ofty, especially inaccessible.
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the gates; the last work to be completed in the rebuildinteého. This implies that he
may have lost other sons during its construction.

THE SUDDEN APPEARANCE OR1Kng$lWXH | N AHAI

V.1 - fiElijah the Tishbite- EI i j ahds name means AYahweh i
Tishbite, thought to be éhupper Galilean town Thisbe in Naphtali. The record leaves no
doubt however that he lived at this time in Gilead.

Elijah bursts suddenly onto the scene out of obscurity to makeofotiee profoundest

i mpacts on eccl esi al h i Hig history cowefs 9 ahapyers inf Go
Kings (1Kings 17 to 2 Kings 3). His name is mentioned 69 times in the Old Testament and
30 times in the New Testament. Elijahoés r

(see XKings 1:%8), and wherever he went hesiiled awe in those he encountered.
Consistent with the ways of God he was the right man for the times; prepared in the
solitude and harshness of Gilead for the work he was called upon to perform.

fiof the inhabitants of Gilead The wordinhabitants (toshab) signifies a dweller, resident
alien, sojourner. Gilead means fia heap of
Many notable characters arose out of Gilead. Among them were Jair (Judges 10:3);
Jephthah (Judges 11:1); Barzillai (2 Sam. 17:2aAy the sons of Machir (Judges 5:14).

The family history as it is revealed commenced in Josh.17:1 with Gilead securing the
region because he was a man of war. Gilead was an area about 100 km (60 miles) long and
32 km (20 miles) wide, extending from theaSef Galilee to the upper end of the Dead

Sea. It was a land of rolling hills, very fertile, and crowned with forests (Gen. 37:25; Num.
32:1); an area that was particularly suitable for grazing of flocks and herds (Dett73:12

The occupants were hardyn d t ough fighting men and ever
meaning Ato be roughod describes the terr:
fashioned for his work.

fiAs the IORDGod of Israel liveth The wordasin italics can be omitted. Elijah seftsth
Yahweh as the Alivingd God in contradistir
that while his predecessors had maintained a facade of worship that ostensibly had some
connection with Yahweh, Ahab had abandoned Him altogether and returthedgiods of

the Canaanites.

fibefore whom | stadd- The phrase is used 4 times by Elijah and Elisha. It clearly
underlines the contrast between Ahab and Elijah. They stood in the presence of different
gods.

fithere shall not be dew nor @irHeavy dew in hot summer months was as good as a light
drizzle in higher areas. Normally the rains fell from October/November through to March.
The Canaanitesttributed rain to Baal the god of agriculture and fertility. Yahweh through
El'ijah ¢W&¥md) i wap going to demonstrate to
land that relied heavily upon regular rain (Deut. 11:11). This drought was to be typical of
the drought of the word of God in Israel at a later time (Amos 8:11).

fithese years- This provel to be 3 years (1 Kings 18:1; Luke 4:25).
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V.2 - fiAnd the word of theORDcame unto hit- Ten times Elijah received a command
from the word of Yahweh. Careful reading of the record reveals just how prominent the
word of God was in directing his life.

V.3 - fihide thyself by the brook ChetittCh er i t h means fia cuto or
sense of; to separate, divide. It was a deep wadi running into the river Jordan from Gilead

opposite Bethshean, not far from EIlijahos
fibefore Jordam- Rot h . : Aifaceth Jordand. The river
and periodic flooding, was associated with

to the sterile Dead Sea through Adam (Josh.-26)5 Elijah faced Jordan as he spdmd t
next 12 months at Cherith peering across towards a land rapidly withering under drought.

V.4 - firaven® - oreb - a raven (from its dusky colour). Ravens were unclean under the
Law (Lev. 11:1315; Deut. 14:14). They were scavengers fed by God (Luke 1Pal
147:9), and often had difficulty feeding their young (Job 38:41). Elijah was taught that
God could provide for him even through the weak and despised. These most unusual
circumstances prepared Elijah for his sojourn with the widow of Zarephath vaso w
typified by the ravens.

ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW OF ZARERHARIHgs 1724
V.9 - AArised - Elijah moves again at the direction of the word of Yahweh (cp. V.2; 18:1).

figet thee to Zareph@thThe name means Arefi nemenhe; t o
smelting furnace. o It may have acquired t
mol ten i mages for Baal worship. I f it was
for Elijah to hide. Who would think of searching for him next door to Jézébe h o me
town? However, it was a long way from Cherith; a distance of some 160 km (100 miles)
through a land decimated by intense drought.

fito Zidom-f ¢ at c h i- theghometownhobJezebel (1 Kings 16:31).

fil have commanded a widow woman there taisukee - This is the same language used

of the ravens in verse 4. The widow was poor, bereft of helpers, without identity and
means of sustenance just |l i ke the ravens.
class amongst wh o mk wBd to peadoriesrighy undea the sose ofw o
Jezebel 6s family.

V.10 - fibehold the widow woman was tlder8he was recognisable by her clothing, and so

was Elijah. She had heard of him and his words which had inexorably come to pass.
Chri st 6s ¢ owdow wdmanoimLuke W:226 appears in the context of the

power of conviction based on hearing a report, and not on witnessing of miracles. The
wi dow had come to believe in the power of
because of it.

V.11 - fiand he called to her....Bring me, | pray thee a morsel obbréaeé request to
provide water from the town well met immediate response. That was relatively easy to
fulfil because water was still available, but now the test is severe. It was tantamdunt to t
test applied to another woman from this area by the Lord in Mark30Q2Zhe principle

t hat had to be acknowledged was; fLet t he
equal to this.



Ahab of Israel

V.12 - fAs the IORDthy God liveth- This statement proves the key to the source of her

faith. She had heard and believed a report about the gaunt and rugged prophet of Gilead in
the palace of Ahab. The fulfilment of his edict produced conviction in Yahweh the living
God (V.1), the God of Elijah who now amazingtood before her.

fibut an handful of meal...and a littlé oiThese were the essential ingredients of a meal
offering under the Law (Lev. 2:2), a handful of which was offered on the altar to
represent the whole offering. The meal offering spokemfaan 6 s | abour s pr od
motivating power of the Spirit Word (oil). It was always offered in conjunction with a

burnt offering (total dedication) and signified an understanding that profession must be
matched by performance. It served also as a @#nithat God possesses and provides all

and therefore deserves the best of it. The decision confronting the woman was to either

deny EIlijah (AYah is powero) and |live on
die a cruel and slow death, ormake A bur nt of feringod of her se
flour in acknowledgment that al/l bel onged
was equal to the challenge and as a result she and her son were sustained with Elijah
throughout the drough¥/(13-1 6 ) . Ther e was no famine of 06t

was in Ahabés d#®main (Amos 8: 11
THE RESURRECTI ON Oé#1KingsE7:224 DOW6 S SON

V.18 - fiWhat have | to do with tleeRoth.-i Wh at have | i n common v
Godbhe widow who is debaaeh betl abet heusded s
interpreted the death of her son as punishment for her past sins which may have been
associated with Baal wor ship. I n EIlijahos

his singleminded uprightness and dedication to the things of God. This is not then the
language of recrimination, but of guilt stricken despair.

V.19 - filoftd - a second story room (on the roof). This was the place of prayer (Acts 10:9).

flaid him upon hisven bed-E| i j ah had said AGi ve me thy
his motherds bosom. He now identifies hi me
There is a parable here of the redemptive work of God in Christ.

V.21 - fistretched himself upondfchild three timés 3 is the first complete number and is
associated with resurrection (Matt. 12:40). Being also the number of fruit which springs
from the seed (Gen. 1:4113) it is particularly appropriate here.

V.22 - firevived - chayah- to live.

V.24 - iNow by this | know that thou art a man obGdtis miracle was a final testimony
ofEl i jahds authority as Yahweho6s represent a
conviction that her past sins had been forgiven. The resurrection was pitdaihahis
Elijah was a forerunner of Christ who mad
(John 14:11). The experience of Elijah at Zarephath was an example of the great work that
could be done amongst the humble and insignificant people ofghé¢ i on i n t he 6
of Jezebel and in the heat of the O6smeltir
similar work with 7000 in Israel who had not bowed the knee to Baal.
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ELIJAH MEETS OBADIAH AND CONFRONTS8 AKiABs 18-16

V.l1-faftermany day s éi m-Wetkmow tromisarigtureythatahe duration of the
drought was 3year s (Luke 4:25). The third year
widow which seems to have been abduyars.

fiGo shew thyself unto Alab E | i | a $odak prepeace was crucial to breaking the
drought.

fil will send raib- Roth.-At hat [ may. .. 0 Rain was condi't
Elijah (17:1). Rain is a symbol of the word of God (Deut. 2.:1sa. 55:1611; Psa. 72:6).

Ahab had been shown a literal way what happens to a nation (ecclesia) spiritually when
there is a famine of the Word (Amos 8:11).

V.2 -fASamaria-Thi s is a new name for | srael . At
character so much that the nation is now called by the patre city of idolatry.

V.3 - i0badiab - Heb.-fit he ser vant of Yahweho. He wa
Israel.

fithe governor of his house Governor is al - above, over, upon. He was the royal
chamberlain (Gray). In modern parlance he woulddiked the chief minister.

fifeared the QRDgreathyp -.Fearedis yare - to revere Greatly is meodsig. vehemently; by
implication wholly. Obadiah was a dedicated servant of Yahweh, but secretly because of
Jezebel. God had not left himself without resosiioethe court of Ahab.

V.4 - iwhen Jezebel cut off the prophets of th&M - This indicates a brutal purge by
Jezebel of any opposition in |srael to Ba:
with her own (verse 19).

fiby fifty in a cawe- Roth. &Y ng. bot h transl ate as fAcaveso
that he hid prophets fifty at a time in each cave. Perhaps the caves were temporary hiding
places on the route to safety. There are many large caves on the southern flank of the
Carmel range iguite rugged country which would make ideal refuges.

fifed them with bread and watedust as the ravens and the widow had done for Elijah.

V.5 - fiAhab said unto Obadiah Obadiah went forth with equal authority to Ahab to

secure fodder. This gives sormalication of his status and influence in Israel. However,
there is a spiritual flavour to verse 6 Ww
with Ahab: they were going in different d
hi msel f. 0

V.7 - fknew - nakar - to scrutinise,i.e. look intently at (with recognition implied).
Perhaps Obadiah had seen Elijah in the palacge8rs previously (1 Kings 17:1). In any
case his appearance was unmistakable (2 Kings 1:8).

V.8 - Al am, go tell thy lood ToObadi ahds question, nls it t
(LXX), Elijah replies with characteristic
(Roth.). Elijah failed to discriminate between Ahab and his ambassador who was vastly

differenttohismat er . Thi s was one of EIlijahods pr ol
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V.9 - fithat thou wouldest deliver thy serdenOb adi ahds fear of Ahab
the tyranny now current in Israel. Life and death rested on the caprice of the king ruled as
he was by hisigious wife Jezebel (cp. V.4).

V.10 - fiAs the IORDthy God liveth- This confession of his faith was the signal to Elijah
that he was dealing with one of his friends (cp. 17:12). But he did not read it!

fithere is no nation...whither my Lord hath nottsesgek thee-Ahabdés wutter de
as the drought dragged on had been demonstrated by a frantic search for Elijah in adjoining
countries; a desperation underlined by his securing of an oath from other monarchs that
they were not harbouring Elijah.

V.12 - fit shall come to pass....the spirit of tl@RDshall carry thei- Obadiah thus
expressed his profound belief in Yahweh©os

fifear the DRDfrom my youth- This was remarkable because he had grown up during the
reigns of Baaha and Omri. There were many others like him in fact who would have
supported Elijah in the work of reforming Israel, but sadly Elijah did not recognise their
existence (1 Kings 19:10).

V.15 - fAs the IORDof hosts liveth - A different title is used hereompared to 1 Kings
17:1. This is the militant title of Deity
war was now pending between Yahweh and Ba
and Baal 0s prophets.

THE CONTEST ON MT. CARMHings 18:140

V.17 - fArt thou he that troubleth Is@elY n g . : AAFrt he hbuolwkel er o
Troublethis akar - to make water turbid, to stir, or disturb (used Josh. 7:Zhrbn. 2:7).

V.18-fbut thou and &-ISge nétes torh @nridMic6: 116 chowseOmri
devel oped the statutes which underpinned A

fithou hast followed Baalira The wordfollowed is yalak acharmeaning to walk behind.
Ahab had chosen to line up behind a multitude of lords (Baalim is plural).

V.19 - figather to melklsrael unto Mt. CarmelCarmel means a planted field, or garden;

by implication productive, fruitful. It was noted for luxuriant vegetation due to the receipt

of abundant and heavy rains. As a prominent range it was a natural site for Baal worship,
for Baal was attributed with bringing rain. Phoenician seafarers associated Baal with
prominent headlands such as Mt. Carmel. It was a well chosen site for the contest between
gods.

fithe prophets of the grouwes Grovesis Asherah(see note chp. 16:33). THW®O prophets

of Asherah were Jezebel 6s personal priest
associated with Baal worship (by a euphemi
to the contest on Car mel . T he pienoipa nes Omibgu

Jezebel was not uncertain about her gods. Shenkepirophets home!

V.21 - fiHow long halt ye between two opinioriBhe wordopinion is ca-iph - divided (in

mi nd) . Rot h.: AHow | ong are ye | i-Mmpisng®
unequal |l egso) . Gray transl at es: Ahobbl

non
e 0]
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fiAnd the people answered himnotawelhe peopl ebs silence wa
halt between two opinions. Among them perhaps were some who sympathised with Elijah,
but in the presence of Ahab and the prophets of Baal they remained silent.

V.22 - fil, even | only remain a prophet of tb&D - Roth.- fi | am | efto. Gr a
al on e .hwasto naakei thisaclaim again (19:10). It was not true. What about the 100
prophets of V.13? This is an insight i nto

events that were to come God sets out to reveal to Elijah that there were others beside
himself who were faithful.

V.23 - figive us two bullocks- The national sin offering was a bullock (Lev. 4153).
Bullocks were used for sin and burnt offerings under the Law. As these were cut in pieces
and placed upon the altar to be burnt whole they teebe offered as burnt offerings (Lev.
1:6,9).

V.24 - fithe God that answereth by dire Fire from heaven was a familiar sign of
acceptance of altar offerings by Yahweh (Lev. 9:24; 1 Chron. 21:26; 2 Chron. 7:1). Baal
the sun god was said to be the godigtit and fire. It was a fair contest, and the people
agreed saying, AThe word is goododo (Green).

V.26 - fifrom morning even until naA Given first opportunity the prophets of Baal
laboured for 3 to 4 hours to invoke their god in the sweltering mosting

fiO Baal hear @s- Hear is anah- to eye, to heed;e. to pay attention. Roth.An O Ba a |
answer us.O0 The same word is transl ated fa

fAnd they leaped upon the atat eapeds pacah- to hop,i.e. to skip over. The wordan
mean to | imp. So the RSV transl ates: iAnd

V.27 - BANnd it came to pass at n@onThe burning sun reached its zenith and the heat was
intense. Now was the most propitious time for Baal to answer his distressed prophets.

fillijah mocked - Mockedis hathal - to deride. Yng-A p | ay 0. Elijah heap
prophets of Baal Sso as to increase the i mj
prayer which was soon to be seen in such contrast to their frantic gyrations.

fiCry aloud-gara-t o cal | (to accost a person). The

fitalkingd - siyach - a contemplating; by implication, utterance. Rotlas,i he hat h
meditation. 0

fipursuing - siyg - to withdraw into a private place. Rothas,fim occasi on t o
Elijah derides Baal by lowering him to the human level, even needing time for toilet!

V.28 - ficut themselves after their martinerRoth. has,ifaf t er t hei r custo
worshipped with blood flowing freely. The vital essenceifef Wwas part of their ritual to
invoke Baal to hear and grant their petitions. For them it only heralded impending death!

V.29 - fithey prophesigtt RSV t ransl| at es: ithey raved on.

fioffering of the evening sacrificeThe wordoffering is alah - to asced, and refers to the
burnt offering. Elijahoés sacrifice was mad
offering for the nation was being made. This way of marking the time of day intimates that

the account was written by prophets of God at s@tes time.
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fineither voice....answer....regae&egardedis gesheb hearkening; from a root sig. to

prick up the ears. RSV transl ates: fibut t
heeded. 0 The sense of this passage is gai
could read: ATher e wa swveradeandwno one answiredcbacausee n
no one was | istening. o

V.30 - iCome near unto me Elijah calls the people near. Probably many had tired of
Baal 6s prophets after 6 or 7 hours and hao
the contest. Elijalvanted all Israel to observe the contrast between him and the prophets

of Baal.

firepaired the altar....broken dawrElijah repaired (rapha - to mend, to cure) the altar
which had been deliberatebroken down(harac - to pull down, destroy)The RSV has,
Aithrown down. 0

V.31 - fiElijah took twelve stones....Israel shall be thydafid i  ah6s ai m was
the 12 tribes of Israel into one family worshipping Yahweh in truth according to His
purpose with Israel.

V.33 - fibarrel® - kad - a pail or eartheware jar. The water may have been taken from a
local spring (so says Josephus). Three times the journey was made to emphasise that only
Divine fire could consume this sacrifice.

V.36 - iLORDGod of Abraham...Isaac...IsbaeElijah invoked the covenantdd in the

hope that His answer would impel Israel to give total allegiance to Him as their fathers had
done (Ex. 3:15) . Elijahds mission is yet 1
(Mal. 4:56).

V.37 - fithat thou hast turned their heartchaagaio - Roth. translatesfis o s hal t t
thyself have turned their heart back again

V.39 - fithe LORDhe is God - The aweinspiring consumption of the altar and sacrifice
elicited from the stunned people a cry which is virtually the name of the girbphself:

AElI ijah, EIlijaho (AYah is EI o).

V.40 - fiTake the prophets.....And they took themTa ke d and At ooko ar e
taphas- to manipulatej.e. to seize. The first necessity was the elimination of the false
prophets. Elijah completed thegoess commenced by the prophets themselves (verse 28)

and shed all their blood!

THE PROMISE OF RAIN REALdSHONgs 18:446

V.41 - iGet thee up, eat and diinkit was a time for rejoicing and confident anticipation.

El i jahés i nviibkavas pernapstadellowship mealnndassdciation with the
sacrifice he had made. Yahweh had been vindicated; Baal was disgraced in the minds of
the people and his prophets were dead, and now there was to be further evidence of
Yahwehos p o weofan abondande ef rain aftei gaaes lof drought.

fithere is a sound of abundance ofGgaiRSV-fit her e i s a sound of t
Roth.-ia sound of a downpour of rain.o But E
this point. There wasawisible evidence of its onset (V.43).
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V.42 - fiElijah went up to the top of CamneNormally the most densely forested and a
place for hiding (Amos 9:3), the top of Carmel was now withered and dry; undeniable
proof of the fulfilment of the power of Eijh 6 s pr ayer to withdraw t

fland he cast himself down upon the @artBast himselfis oneword gahar signifying to
prostrate oneself (with the forehead touching the ground). See its use 2 Kingsé 4T13%

prayer of Elijah was as intense in seeking the return of the rain as it had been to withdraw
it (James 5:14.8).

V.43 - fhis sernantd - Jewish tradit on hol ds t hat Elijahoés ser
widow of Zarephath. Certainly Elijah had journeyed to Zarephath alone, and now had a
servant.

fiGo again seven timies God was to fulfil the covenant (seven) of 1 Kings 18:1 and send
rain upon His pegle.

V44-fia |1 i ttl e c¢ | oud The word fortkard is &aphm then Hbllow dof then d

hand. Yng.-fA L o, a |ittle thickness as the palm
Cloud is the wordab - darkness (density). The young man saw a small dark cloud rising
out of the western horizon which to him a
Elijah knew it was the sign of an oncoming rainstorm. As the hollow of the hand could be
seen it indiated that the Divine hand was not only open, but facing the earth so as to
release blessings upon His people.

fiprepar@ - acar - to yoke or hitch, to fasten. Ahab would have been absolutely stunned by
the events of the day. Now he was challenged with ietiethat there would be so much
rain that his chariot would be bogged on the way home!

V.45 - fithe heaven was black with clouds and @vindRoth. has,it he heavens
enshrouded themselves with c¢clouds and win
veryrapidly. So it was not long before the sun was obliterated and a violent wind swept in
from the sea.

fia great raid- This was a time for a new start in Israel (Hos. 10:12).

fJezreed-The name means AGod will S 0 woO . h aBoadasl t
god, but had failed to provide. Yahweh the
He only could provide rain and bring forth the harvest. There was a parable here of great
things to come for Israel (Hos. 1:1Q; 2:2223).

V.46 - fiand he girdd up his loins and ran before Atablo run before kings was to
honour them (1 Sam. 8:11; 2 Sam. 15:1). Elijah, empowered by the spirit, ran before Ahab
to Jezreel in full confidence that the king would take the necessary action to reform the
nation.

EU JAHGOS FLI GHKingt ®A18OREB

V.1 - AAhab told Jezeli}t The picture painted is of Ahab arriving home to be confronted
by his domineering and recalcitrant wife. Though deeply impressed by the events on
Carmel he seems to have fully disclosed tal Jezebel without manifesting his real
feelings. Any reformation in Israel depended on Ahab removing Jezebel from a position of
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influence. He was not strong enough to do this and obviously his resolve melted in her
presence.

V.2 - Adezebel sent a mesgEO - This was only a threat to frighten Elijah, for it is
unusual to warn an enemy of his impending demise. Such was to be expected from Jezebel
for she would never waver from service toc
me. ... O

V.3 - fihe aroseand went for his liie- The pr obl em of Elijahodos ¢
becomes apparent. Once Ahabdés resolve had
hopeless. He did not appreciate that even without the king there was substantial support in
the naion for change (V.18). All the people needed was strong leadership. But Elijah fled!

fiBeersheba - i We | | of an oatho. Situated 160 Kk
southern extremity of Judah (1 Sam. 3:2
ali ance with Jehoshaphat king of Judah throc
to Athaliah the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel (2 Chron. 18:1). Here he left his servant and
headed for Horeb alone. He thought he was alone, and he wanted to be alone.

m
0

V.4 - fiand sat down under a juniper &deJuniper is the wordrothem- the Spanish
broom tree. A tree, with a delicate white flower having a maroon centre, which grows to
about 3 metres (8 to 9 feet) high. Its roots provided food for the poor (Joi#)3G&

were useful as reusable coals when burnt (Psa. 120:4). Elijah did not recognise it, but the
juniper tree was a fitting symbol for the humble in Israel who could have sustained him in
the hour of need, and been fanned into flame by his zeal to reformatiba.

filt is enough, nov- Roth.has,ienough nowo. These are the
deeply depressed by the apparent failure of his mission to the point that he wished himself
dead. He felt this way because he saw himself as the only oneeteiihgs Yahweh
faithfully.

fifor | am not better than my fatlier€lijah has in mind the prophets who had preceded
him and likewise failed to convert the nation from apostasy.

V.5 - fian angel touched himL i t . fan angel touchiHljghishi mo.
wakened by an angel and invited to eat and drink, which he does. But then he falls asleep
again and has to be wakened and instructed to eat some more. It does not appear to occur
to him that he had been alone, so depressed was he! The pdig ofcident was to
impress Elijah with the fact that even he needed to be confronted twice by the miraculous
to respond, but he had given Israel only one chance and then forsook them. He needed to
be more patient and persistent like the angel who hadggpr oach him At he
(V.7).

V.6 - fia cake baken....a cruse of watefhis was reminiscent of 1 Kings 17:13. God
had fed him before and was feeding him again. Why was not Elijah feeding Israel?

V.8 - fiforty days and forty nights Compare Mses experiences on the mount of God
(Deut. 9:89, 18) . There can be 1little doubt EIl i
enormous distance [320 km (200 miles) from Beersheba] was related to the giving of the
Law in Horeb.
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fiHorew - AiDes ol atet ht ostkd.l | Hbryeb was the fore
approach to Mt. Sinai. It was the mountain of Divine judgement and the scene of the same
aweinspiring power that had been revealed on Carmel.

fithe mountofGadHor ebés hi story Rroyadés L bergr pas
solitude where Yahweh had revealed himself to Moses and given the Law, he could plead
against the nation that had forsaken its foundations laid in this place. Elijah regarded
himself as the sole custodian of truth in Israedl was really implying that the rest of the

nation deserved Divine judgement (Rom. 12)2

V.9 - fia cave - It is conjectural whether this was the same cave in which Moses was
secreted when the angel of t he padeutehec e Oy
events that follow are based upon that incident.

fithe word of the@RD - This journey to Horeb was the first time Elijah had done anything
in the record without the direction of the Spirit and Divine command (see 1 King2,17:1
8-9;18:1,12,46).

fiwhat doest thou here, EljjghThere were two objects to this question. Elijah was being
asked to consider why he had chosen Horeb, and secondly, what was it about the way God

works that brought him to this place. The clear tenor of thetques n  wa s ; AYou &
wrong place, EIlijaho.

V.10 - Al have been very jeal@us Jealousis qana- zealous. This was certainly true.
However, Elijahos soliloquy is filled witd!Hl
real situation.

fifor the IORD God of host8i In the presence offha b EIl i j ah had used t
El ohim of |l srael 06 (1 Kings 17:1); to Obad

18:15); now he combines the covenant title with the militant title. He implies that Yahweh
shouldbe enforcing His covenant. This is the first occurrence of this title in the mouth of
an individual.

filsrael have forsaken thy covemarfEorsakenis azab- to relinquish. That is, in favour of
another. This was true, but the ground had been laid oneCfonthis to be reversed.

fithrown down thine altars and slain thy proghet$his was true too, but Elijah had
reversed this situation on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 1832040).

fil, evenlonfy-Yng.-Al am | eft, I by mhyosgathdwas. He was
fithey seek my life- This was an overstatement. Jezebel alone sought him; not all Israel.

V.11 - fithe LORDpassed by - The awesome display of Divine power in wind, earthquake
and fire was designed to demonstrate to Elijah how people react to the manifestation of

raw power . El'ijah was commanded to fAGo for
awesome display he ifound cowering in fear in the security of the cave from which he
does not emerge until he hears the O6stil]l

just as he needed to be called persistently by a gentle voice after feeling the power of the
Divine presence, so Israel now needed a persistent teacher to build upon their new found
awe for their God. The phrase used here is reminiscent of Ex. 34:6 where the principles are
identical. The lesson graphically demonstrated to both Moses and Elijahataseth are
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not converted by raw power alone. Lasting response only comes as a result of the appeal of
a persistent voice.

fir ent € br a kd- The iwords iusednepareqand mesabberare words signifying
Airendingd and fAshatt erbyavwnd! Thiswasawasane kosverwe r e

fithe LORDwas not in the wirkd When the wind had subsided, like the earthquake and fire
after it, Yahweh could not be found. The
powerful manifestation that was now ové@ihis produced a vivid impression, but only a
temporary effect. Herein lay the lesson for Elijah.

V.12 - fa still small voige- Roth.-fit he voi ce of S&llisgdermamdhe wh i
meaning quietSmall is daq - crushed,i.e. small or thin. There ilearly a deliberate

contrast made between the loud, boisterous, and destructive elements and the small quiet
voice in order to teach Elijah a great lesson. Men are not changed for the Kingdom by
miracles, but by the persistence of quiet teaching.

V.13 - fit was so, when Elijah heaml-iElijah responded to the gentle voice but had been
overawed by the violent elements. Here was a lesson for him that effective and lasting
conversion is only accomplished threeugh tt
outside the cave but had retreated in feal
voi ce 0. -inspihng manifestation of the power of God had the same effect upon
Elijah as the events upon Mt. Carmel upon the people of Israel. They welesith fear.

What was now needed was the dAstildl smal | v
and draw near unto Yahweh. This had been indicated by the sending of rain immediately
after the contest on Camel (rain is a symbol of the doctrine of-Gmut. 32:12). But
where was Elijah? He was not in |Israel tea
sitting in solitude on a mountain far away pleading against his nation. No wonder the voice

of the Spirit enquihlereédljiphhgai n; AWhat doest

fihe wrapped his faceinhismabtld hi s was a mar k of his fear
mind after the events on Carmel. Like Elijah they were now susceptible to the voice of
God, but Elijah was not there to deliver it or teach themia®ted was he that when asked

again what he was doing at Horeb he could only weakly repeat the soliloquy of verse 10.

V.15 - AGo, return on thy way There was in this direction both a rebuke and a command.
There was work to be done in Israel but Eliyabuld not do it himself. His teaching work
would be reserved for a much later time in the Second Exodus of Israel (M8). £6r

now his task was to anoint men who would be like wind, earthquake, and fire to Israel
before Yahwehs ufdsvork perkistestiynirbugh Blisha the grophet. o

fiHazagl-A God has s e e wiadhe dwepk aut ot Syra to @umishtisrael.

V.16-AJehwo-iYah i s heo. He b rearthgubke to Braelin thd e nt
tot al destr ucseandidolatoyf Ahabodés hou

fiNimshdo 1 Heb.iext ri cat edo, from the root , ito
mission.

fElishai Heb.At o whom God is salvationo.
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fiShaphadi Heb.Aj udge or judgement 0. El i shére)i s fi
in the deatlof 42 scornful youths who typified many in Israel (2 Kings 2223.

fiAbetmeholab’ Heb.i meadow of dancingbo.

V.17 - fithe sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay....shall Elishia-sldaese Divine messengers
sent to destroy the wicked in Israel were like thedyearthquake, and fire on Mt. Horeb.
Once they had ¢épassed byoé Elisha could beg

V.18 - fiYet | have left me seven thousand in Bsrd@dth. and RV both translate Y e t wi | |

I | eave r emaiTheierhad always beenr7®@) Iwha remained faithful to
Yahweh at the height of Ahabés apostasy. H
that he was alone. Seven is the covenant number and a thousand is representative of a
family (Judges 6:15 mgn.gsod is saying that He had preserved a covenant family in Israel
who now needed to hear the O6still smal | v
Paul refers to fia remnant according to the

THE ANOINTING OF ELIBHKIings 2:1921

V.19 - fiplowing with twelve yoke of orerLike all Israel, who were represented by the 12

yoke of oxen, Elisha was capitalising on the recent rain and breaking up the fallow ground
(Hos. 10:12). The echoes of this scene are heard in Luke 962 ic hapt er wher e
name occurs 5 times.

fland Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle up@n fAihe mantle was the symbol of
Elijahés prophetic office (Cp. Zech-14 13: 4
shows its relationship to Elijghs s pirit and power. Signifi c:
used to take the mind back to verse 11 an
Yaho would pass by and be replaced by EIis
V.20 - AiGo back again: for whadve | donetothéeGr ay tr ansl ates: AGoO
wh at I have done to youo. Comp. Bi bl e: A
emphasis is upon the great responsibilities and uncompromising nature of the call (cp.
Luke 9:62).

V.21 - Aand tooka yoke of oxen and slew thenElisha made a burnt offering using the
oxen and the instruments of his former occupation. He was indicating he would now
dedicate his |ife to cultivating menbs min

fland went after Elijah Elijah had not stopped. Likedhwind, earthquake, and fire he had
Apassed byo. EIlisha who would become the 6
his apprenticeship for greater things.

CONFLICT WITH BENHADAD OF 8YRigs 2043

V.1 - fAnd Berhadad...went up and besedgSamara-Her e was proof to E
power to incapacitate Ahab and Jezebel whenever he wished to do dad2ehof Syria

had assembled a large confederacy of 32 Kings, some of whom Ahab had previously
approached seeking Elijah (1 Kings 18:10)i Benhadado means fison
was the Canaanite storm god O6responsi bl ed
the hands of the O6soné of his own preferre
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V.4 - Al am thine, and all that | haveAhab was astute enough ¢ount the odds and so
accedestoBehadadébés demands probably in the hop
he had agreed to these demands he would have been relieved of his greatest- liability
Jezebel.

V.6 - fithey shall search thine hodse The demandsvere extended and made virtually
unconditional. Ahab baulked at this and war became inevitable.

V.10 - fif the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuBenhadad threatens to reduce
Samaria to dust so that there would not be sufficient for his meartp away in handfuls.

V.11 - fiLet not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that puttéthTihisff
Hebrew aphorism is |like the English sayi:r
hatcho. He wlradad notto countrogctor leefore it had been won.

V.12 - fipavilion® - cukkah- A hut or lair. Beshadadés unrestrained
confederate kings deprived his army of essential leadership (v.16).

V.13 - fithere came a propliet The wordcameis nagash- to be or ome near. This
emphasises that God was able to call upon a prophet from among His people as required.
They were there all the time even though Elijah failed to recognise their existence (1 Kings
19:10).

fil will deliver it into thine hand this dayAhabwa s t o recei ve further
power to save. This was a remarkable display of Divine mercy. God was persisting with a
combination of miracle and gentle appeals to turn the heart of Ahab before it was too late.

V.14 - AiWho shall order the batile Order is acar - to yoke or hitch, bind ori¢. Roth. -
AWho shall begin the waro. Ahabds question

V.22 - iiGo, strengthen thyself Ahab is warned to strengthen himself against a fresh
Syrian campaign witi n t he year . Godbés hel ping of Al
attempt to turn his heart from idolatry and to produce conditions in Israel conducive to
Eli shads wor k.

V.23 - fiTheir gods are gods ofthe lilsT he Syr i an vi ew of bdstsr ael
weapon. It guaranteed their defeat because the contest was one between national deities.
Baal was supposedly a god of the hills (see note 1 Kings 18:19), but Yahweh was not only
God of the hills, but of heaven and earth.

V.26 - fAphelb i Heb.A f og s d.e Most authorities seem t
highway from Israel to Damascus 7 km (4 miles) east of the Sea of Galilee.

V.27 - fiwere numbered, and were all preseRoth.-i wer e numbered and p

flike two little flocks of kidss Roth and Yng.Both havefigoat s 0. See the
Abijah for a comparison of the armed forces of Israel and Judah. Israel had plunged from
800,000 men in the days of Jeroboam to 7,232 in the time of Ahab.

V.28 - fAnd there came a man of Gedrhis man mayhave been the same prophet as

verse 13, but he is described differently
servants in |Israel able to witness on Hi
message was simpl e. Tuppert fer dAhab wap to vipdeateeHiso f G
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power before the Gentiles in an attempt to convert Ahab. He would not help him for any
other reason.

V.30 - finner chambé- Rot h. ffa chamber within a cham
virtually entombed. But for the fgllof Ahab he would have died.

V.31 - fimercifub - chesed- loving-k i hdness. This is the word
characteristic of mercy in Ex. 34:6. Even in wicked kings and reprobates like Ahab some

of the ameliorating influences of the Truth were edable. The pagan Gentiles by
contrast did not know whahesedvas as Beinadad was to later prove.

fiand ropes upon our hedds They presented themselves like captives who were roped
together, thus signifying complete surrender.

V.32-fheismybrothér-l n a sense he was! Ahabdés god w
storms. To spare his enemy whom God had consigned to utter destruction (V.42) was a
foolish mistake by the short sighted and faithless Ahab.

V.33 - fithe men did diligently obsedweRSV - fiNow the men were watching for an omen,

and they quickly took it up from him and said, Yes your brothertBend a d . 0

fland did hastily catchbit chalat- to snatch at. Here were desperate men prepared to grasp
at any straw for survival. They were shockeddhW ab és conciliatory r
stunned response they merely repeated his words, affirming them.

finto the chariat - This was hardly the place for a defeated enemy kiriding in the
victorés chariot as an honoured guest.

V.34 - fithou shalt makstreets for thee in Damasoudn absolute amazement at the turn

of events Benhadad makes lavish promises of reparation and recognition for Ahab in
Damascus which he had no intention of keeping. The credulous Ahab believed him. Ahab
prized worldly recogition above Divine approbation. He had squandered a rare
opportunity to cooperate with God to the
proceeded t o mak e-hadadiioche toml®exlostormof Yahwelhwh® readh
given him the victory!

V.35 - fiAnd a certain man of the sons of the proghetsmother prophet emerges from the

host of Israel at Aphek described in a different way to those who had preceded him (cp.
verses 13 & 28). God is seemingly able to call on any humber of prophets to fdighe

work in Israel. If only Elijah had been able to harness and organise these resources things
may have been somewhat different in Israel.

V.43 - AANnd the king of Israel went to his house heavy and displeaskdvyis car -
vexatious, fretful; andlispleaseds zaeph- angry; root, to boil up. The selfilled and
petulant Ahab did not take kindly to rebuff as 1 Kings 21:4 reveals. The same words are
used in that place.

THE | NCI DENT OF MNAB@QIZHA6 VI NEYARD

V.1 - fiNabotld - His name mean8 f r ui t s 0. In the brief glim
record he is revealed as a righteous man; clearly one of the 7,000 referred to in 1 Kings
19:18.
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fiJezreelite ' Heb.f God s ows 0. It i s
sownandama had brought forth

fivineyard-The vineyard is used t o -ZMatth2d:83). e Go (
vineyard is useless unless it produces fruit (Ezek. 15). This is what Naboth had done as he
developed hislitttdé e ccl esi al 6 family right next door

ignificant that

S
Afruito to him i

fihard by - etsel- joining; a side.

V.2 - figarden of herlisi Herbsis yaraq - a vegetable. Ahab proposed to convert the
vineyard into a vegetable garden for his own pleasure (see the principle of Deut. 11:10).

He proposed two alternatives, both of w h
complete ignorance of the principles bétLaw is revealed. An Israelite could not swap or
sel l his inheritance for the | and was Yahv

good as another. He simply could not grasp the principles involved.

V.3 - i fie LORDforbid it mé - Roth. -A Fari tbefrom me of Yahwe
unashamedly declares his commitment to the law of his God. He did not attempt to conceal
that he was a servant of Yahweh, faced as he was by the king who served another god.

fithe inheritance of my fathérsThe law of inheriance was clearly laid down (Num. 36:7;
Lev. 25:1328). The Israelite could not sell his inheritance permanently, nor was the king
to take anothero6s inheritance (Ezek. 46:18

V.4 - fiAnd Ahab came into his house heavy and displ@addte same phrase isagsin
1Kings 20: 43 and means #dAfretful and angry
Divine principles faithfully upheld is a revelation of his capricious and selfish character.

He was not improved by the rebuke of a righteous man (Pro@)9:7

fAnd te laid him down upon his liedThe picture is of the king sulking like a spoilt child
after being denied the gratification of his whims and fancies. The only redeeming feature is
that Ahab showed some capacity for emotion. There was at least somethjpmpabd to in

him. By contrast the cold and calculated unscrupulousness of Jezebel knew no bounds.

V.5 - iWhy is thy spirit so sad Yng.-A What i s t hi s, thysadispi rit
car - peevish, vexatious; and is used in verse 4 and 20:48bdleis contemptuous of
Ahabds sensitivities. She possessed no suc
how a king could be prevented from achieving any desire of his heart.

V.6 - fihe answered, | will not give thee my vinéyaiigpical of Ahabwhen confronted
with Jezebel he only told half the story. No mention is made ofghgonswhy Naboth
refused.

V.7 - fiDost thou now govedn Moffatt - i And are you not in co
kingdom?06 He was king to be Shkypmowdthisbruthe J e z
following events.

fil will give thee the vineyard of Nabotldezebel had no scruples at all. At least Ahab,
though ignorant of the principles involved, had acquiesced to the firm stand of Naboth.

V.8 - fishe wrote lettets- Jezeke | 6 s treachery was | ater t o
avenged by Jehu the destr-eg)yer of Ahabds ho
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fin Ahabdlshimames a fascinating insight into
and seal were used, but the nobles knew tHeorggin of the instructions. When the evil
work was done they dutifully reported their deeds to Jezebel (V.14).

fithe elders and to the nobles....in higdcitMaboth was prominent and well known for his
uprightness. The men who knew his integrity andities best were incited to treachery

by Jezebel. So it was with Christ that those who acknowledged his righteousness also
sought to kill him for envy (Zech. 13:6; John 1133). These men were to pay a heavy
price for their murderous cooperation withdeel (2 Kings 10:1,11).

V.9 - fiProclaim a faét- Fasts were called on occasions of national introspection and
repentance (Joel 1:14; 1 Sam. 7:6). This was an act of breathtaking hypocrisy.

fiset Naboth on hight High is rosh- the head or at the head. Josephus suggests that he was
from an illustrious family and was given a position at the head of the people so as to be in
the limelight at the time when false witnesses arose to accuse him. Thus he would be
utterly humiliated ad discredited in the sight of the people of his city, and his fall would
be sudden and great. More devious treachery it is difficult to imagine.

V.10 - fiset two men, sons of Belial beforechirRoth.-Ain now | et t wo reckl
their seats before o . False accusers termed Asons |
worthlessnesso) were to be prepared as a
enough to conform to the requirements of the Law to give a veneer of legality to her
treachery (Num. 380; Deut. 17:6).

fiThou didst blaspheme God and the &kithese trumped up charges of blasphemy based
on the Law (Ex. 22:28; Lev. 24:16; Deut. 1:3:9) were later to be levelled at Christ by a
similar elaborate subterfuge (John 132).

V.11 - Aiwho werdhe inhabitants in his ciiy The way this phrase is added to those which
precede it almost suggests incredulity. How could they do this to a man they knew so
intimately as a man of integrity. Every one knew the charges were simply not true.

fidid as Jeze#l had sent unto them The elders and nobles seem to have had no
compunction. This surely emphasises the power of Jezebel and the fear engendered by her
cruelty and ruthlessness toward those who stood in her way.

V.13 - fiand stoned him with stones, tiat died - What the record does not say is that
they also sl ew at the same time Nabot hos
because of the law of inheritance (Deut. 25:5) if Jezebel was to achieve her purpose.

V.15 - AArise, take possession of thieeyard of Nabodh It is significant that while Ahab

was being instructed to farised and take
similarly instructing Elijah to fAariseo a
(v.18).

ELIJAH CONDEMNS BHAS HAWKi&ads 21:3129

V.19 - fiHast thou killed, and also taken possessionRoth.- i Ha s t thou com
mur der and also taken possession?0 The qu
crime.
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fiin the place where the dogs licked the blodthbbth shall dogs lick thy blaodDogs did

in fact |l ick Ahabodés bl ood, but not in Nabo
fulfilled in detail on the &8ath of Jehor a
V.20 - fiHast thou found me, O mine enemg€omp ar e Ahabés words in
There he called Elijah Athe troubler of I

language indicates that Ahab was aware that he had gravely sinned against God.

fisold thyseld - makar- to sell, surrender into slawy. Ahab had sold himself to Jezebel as
a slave to her will and ways (V.25).

V.21 - fishut up and ledt- The words ar@asurandazaband probably i ndica
hinderedd and fiabandoned or destitatgeée. 0RO

V.22 - filike the house of JeroboamCompare 1 Kings 15:230; 16:1013.

V.23 - fithe dogs shall eat Jezebel Dogs (keleb- to yelp, or else to attack) were an
abomination in Israel (Deut. 23:18a. 66:3). They symbolised cruel and vicious men
(Psa. 22:1€0; 59:6,14,15). Considered the lowest form of animal life (1 Sam. 24:14;
2Sam. 3:8; 9:8; 16:9; Rev. 22:15) with despicable habits (Prov. 26:11), they were an
extremely appropriate symbol fdlezebel. She was to suffer an even worse fate than
Naboth.

fiby the wadl - cheyl- anentrenchmenf mar gi n, ditch). Yng. by
consumed Jezebel in the ditch or gutter beside the wall of Jezreel (2 Kings 9:36).

V.25 - fithere was nonéke unto Ahab- Verses 25 and 26 are in parenthesis in the RSV
This comment from the inspired recorder i
wi ckedness. I't is couched in the | anguage
hath been noné!

fidid sell himself- makar- to sell, surrender to slavery. Ahab had something to sell into
slavery. He had the potential to be differeotit not the will. He sold out instead to
Jezebel.

fistirred u@ - cuwth - to prick, i.e. to stimulate. It is from aoot word meaning briars,
thorns used in Josh. 23:18 and Num. 33:55. These passages are significant because of
their reference to the Canaanites being thorns in the side of Israel. By marrying Jezebel and
adopting her ways Ahab had reintroduced the @aits and Amorites into the land.

V.26 - fiabominably-t a & @ bathe, detest.
fias did the Amorités Refer to the earlier note on 1 Kings 16:34.

V.27 - fiwent softly - at - to move softly or gently. RSYiidej ect edl| y 0. Her e
demonstratedtat he had some sensitivity to Yahwe

V.29 - iSeest thou how Ahab humbleth hindaselkana - to bend the knee, hence to

humiliate. Kanai s t he r oot word for iCanaano. Thi
humility, but the humility of mortificatiorand exposure. It was brought on by fear and
trepidati on, for Ahab knew that Elijahos

circumstances amply demonstrate Godds gre
changing the time of its fulfilment. If such mgrcould be shown to Ahab for humbling
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himself in the face of an unalterable edict, then those who genuinely serve God should be
encouraged to always seek mercy, whatever their failures and sins. There is forgiveness

with God that He may be feared (Psa.:430

AHAB and JEHOSHAPHAT

Due to the intetwining of the lives of Ahab and Jehoshaphat at a certain point during their

reigns it is necessary to consider them together in the following passages.
THE FATAL ALLIANGE Chron. 18:2 (1 Kings 22:34)

V.1 - AiNow Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundahterein lay the source of
Jehoshaphat 6s f a islfficieney. andAseltsnfidenrcé had defelopsde | f
through the prosperity of Judah under his rule and due to the universal respect of his

greatness. Success had blunted his earlier awareness of the dangers involved in seeking

closer relations with Israel (2 Chron. 17:1).

fijoined affinity - chathan- a primary root signifying to give (a daughter) away in

marriage; hence to contract affinity marriage. The same word is used of Solomon

contracting affinity with Pharaoh (1

Ki

(1 Sam. 18:21). Another significant use is in the law forbidding marriage with the alien

(Deut. 7:3- note the context). Thenitiative to form the alliance by marriage was from

ng

Jehoshaphat; not from a position of weakness, but of strength. Ahab, whose kingdom was

desperately weak militarily, quickly exploited the opportunity, for he hadaing wars
with Syria.

The marriage wab et ween Jehor am, Jehoshapha
At hal i ah, Ahabdés daughter. Jehoram n
constrainedo from the root, to comp

Jehoshaphat 6.s17 shaws lgow Jehadhagbdt rogerigh in the things of
while chapter 18 reveals how his reforms and ambitions were constrained. G
warned of the results of any allianc
way. The effect of introducingthaliah into the royal house of Judah was nothing s
of catastrophic. Everything Jehoshaphat had laboured to build up was constrair]
ultimately destroyed because of her.

V.2 - fiafter certain years he wentdowd he AV mar gi n osfa yyse, a riisaot.

t

mar ked a <cruci al period in Jehoshaphatos

foolish and unnecessary alliance with Ahab.

fito Ahab to Samada The declension implied in these steps reveal a sorry and pathetic

situation. By vers@ he is sitting in the gate of Samaria the centre of Baal worship in

Israel. All his preparations for war to defend the ecclesia from its enemies, and his labours

to exclude idolatry, were now negated by one act of compromise.

flAhab killed sheep and oxiem hin® - This display of honour and respect for the man was
part of Ahabdés seduction of Jehoshaphat.

T
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fipersuaded - cuwth- to prick, to stimulate; by imp. to seduce. The same word is used of

J e z e b e lidnsof Ahab lukings 21:25). It is used again in 2 Chron. 18:31 where
Yahweh reverses the predicament in which Jehoshaphat found himself. See also its use in
the law concerning relatives (Deut. 13 ent i ce o) .

fiRamotkGilead - The name meanGs | feldaliog ratidhmre® drnosotiA hi g |
placed (sometimes a seat of idol at-Gigad. Gi l
was a city of refuge situated in central Gilead (Deut. 4:43; Josh. 20:8).

V.3 - fiWilt thou go with née This was an expectantini t at i on t o j oin Aha
were pitifully weak. For Ahab to retake Ramdgilead from Benhadad, who evidently had

not lived up to his promise (1 Kings 20:34), required support from Jehoshaphat who had
1,160,000 men under arms (Cp. 1 Kings 22.1

fil am as thou at- Jehoshaphat declared complete unity with Ahab in his cause. The
problem was that unity with Ahab meant the absence of God (19:2). A powerful army and
many horses (mentioned in 1 Kings 22:4) were quite useless without Divine hdlp.iFhe

a tragic contrast here with Jehoshaphat 6s
Israel because of the wickedness of its kings, including Ahab, and Yahweh had blessed
him. Did he now expect that the opposite would also be true?

CRACKS APPRAN THE ALLIANGE Chron. 18:41
V.4 - AEnquire....at the word of theR® - Enquire is darashand is usually translated

itreadod or fAfrequento. It refers to walk &
worship. Such a request immediatélighlighted the enormous differences that existed.
Ahab was not in the habit of seeking Yahw

unity they were really poles apart. The only foundation for true unity did not exist (Amos
3:3). The whole arrangemiewas a sure recipe for disaster as it indeed transpired.

V.5 - fiprophets, four hundred me@en Coming out of Samaria these may have been
Jezebel 6s prophets (1 Kings 18:19). Their
contribution immediately betrayeteir incompetence and unfitness to Jehoshaphat.

V.6 - fils there not here a prophet of ttRID-J e hos haphat 6s di scomf ot
rebuff. His words are diplomatibut b | unt . |l magi ne Ahabods co
proceedings revealed how fragithe alliance really was. Desperate to maintain the union

he grudgingly avers to a hated prophet of Yahweh.

V.7-fiThereisyetonemanYng. tran®o®hat enan. St il |

fibut | hate hit- sane-t o0 hat e per s o-seatkd bitterness ncwamdests d e e p
itself. Being often reproved he had hardened his neck (Prov. 29:1). Obviously Micaiah was

we l | known as a constant thorn in Ahabds s
a faithful prophet i n | sr aaslconstawtoppasitienfio i n c |
his evil ways and yet he had survived!

fialways evil- Roth.-ibut al Jevhilso.dalyhs s i mpl i es t hat

l ongstanding and persistent. Ahabods testi

was in the wong place. If Ahab had never accepted the advice of a prophet of Yahweh
hithertg prospects for a successful campaign together were very grim.
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he same is Micaiah the son of imMl@Cont e mpt smoul ders in Ah
othing but hatred for Godoés p Miogmhmeanswh o ¢
Who is |ike Yahd (This is not a question
reason for AhabodsHeéhawasedt @d i achilaihke Yahw
and Micaiah had often shown himself to be full of the things of God.

fiLet not the king say 8e Jehoshaphat endeavours to diplomatically calm the disturbed
atmosphere. His real sympathies were with Mitcaia s o he cal ms Ahaboés
can, continuing to walk a shaky tightrope over spiritual quicksand. His wisdom at this
point would have been to pack up and go home, but he was committed now by
intermarriage.

V.8 - fiofficersd - caric - to castrate, a eunuch; by implication a valet, (especially for female
apartments). This word is used of Potiphar
Rabsaris the chief eunuch (2 Kings 18:17). Its usage throughout the Old Testament is of
officers of kings made eunuchs to ensure dedicated, reliable, and loyal servants.

fiFetch quickly Michaiah Rot h . and Yng. transl at e: iHa s
near by. How had he survived Jezebel s pur ¢
quicker this embarrassing interlude was over the better! He endured it only because he was
militarily dependent on an alliance with Jehoshaphat.

V.9 - fisat either of thee+ Roth.-fiwer e sitting each upon his
This was a formal occamn with royal regalia and thrones. The sad fact was that
effectively the throne of Judah was now in the gate of Samaria.

fin a void plaa®- goren- to smooth; a threshing floor; by anal. an open area. Rdétka n
open space. 0 Thi shegateofSanariat(dp.eontext df 2 Kingc7g o f t

fland all the prophets prophesied before thenRoth.- iand al | the ©pro
prophesying before them. 6 Jehoshaphat had
they continued to rant and rave befbne.

V.10- fizedekiab-Hi s name means fAYah is righteous?o
fiChenaanahi Sig.i Hu mi |, fromthe glimary rookana(the rootofi Canaano) .

fihorns of irod - The horn is a symbol of power (Psa. 118:27; Hab. 3:4). Zedekiah as
leader of the false prophets symbolised by graphic imagery their confidence in victory at
RamothGilead.

fithus saith the QR - He prefaces his optimistic prophecy this time with the name of
Yahweh who was omitted previously (V.5). Like all in their tréldey quickly adapted to
the situation and included Goddés name to a

V.11 - AGo up...and prosper: for therDshall delived - Prosper is tsaleach- to push
forward. The name of God i s agaeeited effortntor o k e d
project themselves as prophets of Yahweh.
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THE PROPHECY OF MICAI2Bhron. 18:127

V.12 - fiwith one assent- Roth.-iwi t h one mout ho. Ahabdés se
an attempt to solicit his cooperation and avoid disturbing theglftey alliance with
Jehoshaphat.

V.13 - AAs the IORDlivethd - This emphasised the real difference between Micaiah and the
400. His words would be as Yahweh gave them. He was inflexible on this point. He was
sensitive to thédivine presence, therefore higtions were predicated upon that fact and
not on human demands for political convenience. Ahab had reason to hate him!

V.14 - fAnd he said, Go ye up, and prospeficaiah repeats the words of the prophets
but with such sarcasm in his voice that eveeyknew he meant the opposite. His cynicism
was expected by Ahab who had experienced it before.

V.15 - iHow many times shall | adjure the&o this had not been the first time Micaiah

had used this method. 't r eveadpmophetfona Aha
l ong time yet he had never fully respond
vineyard had shaken his steadfast obstinacy for a moment (1 Kings-Z20):2This
exchange shows that Ahab knew that the true prophecy belonged to Michafah,
Zedekiah. He clung to the optimistic forecast nevertheless, even though it was only wishful
thinking.

fithe trutld - emeth The Divine characteristic of faithfulness and stability (Exod.34:6). He
always demanded the truth but never found it palat#iab had reached a point where
he expected, as a matter of cour s e, that Y

V. 16 - fil did see all Israel scattered upon the mountaiMicaiah saw the whole army
including Judaflscattered in defeat without a leader. Ahab would be dead and Jehoshaphat
so weakened and compromised that all he could do was return in shame to Jerusalem.

fias sheep that have no shephigrShepherdsr a 6- tohend a flockj.e. to pasture it; to
rule. Jehoshaphat the great shepherd of Judah would lose that distinction because of
compromise.

fland the DRDsaid, These have no masteMasteris adon- ruler, controller.

filet them return...every man in p@ac€o return in peace is a strange sequel tost war,
but God was going to give Jehoshaphat a chance to recover himself. The phrase is used of
Jehoshaphat és return to Jerusalem after hi

V.17 - iDid not | tell thee- Ahab impatiently reminds Jehoshaphat that such a prophecy
was tobe expected from Michaiah. It is difficult to conceive that some alarm bells would
not now be ringing in Jehoshaphatés mind!

V.18 - fil saw the QRDsitting upon his throme- The graphic depiction of Yahweh
enthroned gloously in his habitation and surrounded by his angels with whom He is
discussing this very incident is one of the most astounding revelations of arrangements in
heaven presented anywhere in scripture. Its appearance here is evidence of the
extraordinary legths that God went to in the hope of extracting Jehoshaphat from this
predicament. The scene is of the Almighty in complete control of all things as men proceed
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with their plans unconscious of His unseen hand. Surely Jehoshaphat would identify with
this ard deliver himself?

V.19 - AWho shall entice Ahab Entice is pathah- to delude, seduce. The result was
inevitable. Ahab would believe mands word.
by which this would be ac c dndecidingswha shouldT h e
be done is a delightful insight into Divine methods in making the work of the heavenly
host interesting and challenging despite their access to overwhelming power. Much is
indicated in this for thée ofaithhe fwhtourwa ldg
Heb. 2:5).

V.20 - fiThen there came out a spiiitSpirit isruach-God 6és angel s wer e
[ruach] (Psa. 104:4; Heb. 1:7,14). The term is virtually synonymous with creative power.

fwherewitd 7 TheRSVhas,i b y t mdame.

V.21 - fiand be a lying spidit Lying is sheger- untruth; by implication, a sham; from the

root , to cheat, be untrue. Rot h. transl at
would providentially influence Ahabés prop
war.

fithou shalt also prevéait God would be working inwo ways: indirectly, but very surely
through Ahabds prophet s; and directly thro
reject Micaiahoés words as he always had do
for Micaiah? Wold he heed the warning? Sadly, no! He was in too deep. There are times
when God is unable to persuade His servants to abandon a project that is clearly doomed to
failure, and the only way out is via a very painful lesson.

V.24 - fiwhen thou shalt go into amner chamber to hide thysefRoth.-fia chamber
within a chambero. Zedekiah would seek re
fear when disaster struck at Ram@head. Only then would he be impressed with the

reality of things.

V.25 - AiAmon tle governor of the ci- Amon means fiskilled buil
Governoris sar- a head person.

Aloash theé-Kisngmamesome-ansedd¥ah®Rebsumably h
son of Ahab than his two successors Ahaziah and Jehoram. Micaiato veasgiven
6special 6 treatment to ensure he would cau

V.26 - fiPut this fello@ - The wordfellow ( i t al i cs) can be del eted
and hatred for Micaiah becomes clearer.

fibread....water of affliction Affliction is lachats- to press,i.e. to distress. Roth. has
Aoppr essifosnc.caontRSVare. 0 Mi caiah was to be h;:

fiuntil | return in peace- Ty pi cal | y, Ahab bol dly decl ar e
prophecy (V.16). Ahab himself was dxded from those who would return in peace
(V.27).

V.27 - fiHearken, all ye people Yng. - iHe ar y e, O peopl es, al |
reiterates verse 6 and calls upon all to take notice. There is a remarkable similarity with the
prophet Mi ceaihtibessame ashMicaiah anntHebrew) call to Israel many years
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later (Mic. 1:2). This is the only other place the phrase occurs. Significantly the theme of
Mi cahdés prophecy is the Shepherd of 1srael

THE DISASTROUS CAMPAIGN AT RABM@EARDS 2 Chron. 18:284

V.28 - fiSo the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat....wert Tpis simple statement reveals a
significant shift in Jehoshaphatoés thinki:
face of the jarring events in the gate of SEmahows that he had suppressed his better
judgement against all the indications of impending disaster. It illustrates the very real
dangers of policy decisions that involve compromise of previously firm positions which
have been Di vi nfeoluyn dbalte sosnesd .b efi Idfe stthreoyed, w
(Psa. 11:3).

V.29 - Al will disguise myself...but put thou on thy robe&hab chooses aisguise
(chaphas- to conceal oneself) while enrobing Jehoshaphat as king of the allied army. In

factthe Septagi nt transl ates this passage: iDi s g
thou put on my raiment. o Contextual suppo
Jehoshaphat was indeed mistaken for Ahahb
cnsequences of Micaiahébés prophecy. He woul
Jehoshaphat would substitute for him as king. The amazing thing is that Jehoshaphat
agreed to become Athe king of | s rhaaedladd 6 & n d
cncerted campaign to eliminate Ahab. This
the extent of Jehoshaphatés temporary bl in

V.30 - fiFight ye...only with the king of IstaelThe king of Syria had only one deadly
purpose in this conflict. He wiged the life of the king of Israel. It is almost certain that this

is the same Behadad whose life Ahab had spared in their previous battle. This situation is
very instructive about human nature. Instead of honouring Ahab as he had promised
(1Kings 20:31), Benhadad now sought to destroy him.
deceitful heart. The flesh is relentless, it shows no mercy and should be given no quarter.
Now Ahab was to pay the price of his perfidy and diein-Bemd ad6s st ead i n
the prophecy of 1 Kings 20:42.

V.31 - fithey compassed about iimThe wordcompasseds cabab- to revolve, surround

or border . Jehoshaphat, dressed as king o
caught in the vortex of a whirlpool of hostile s all anxiously seeking to be the hero
that Kkilled O6Ahabd t hehakdiandgb sofc onsmaaned. acco

fiJehoshaphat cried aut Cried outisz a 6- éogshriek, from anguish or danger. This is a
special cry for help from Yahweh made out of anlguisd despair. It is used of Israel in

Egypt; throughout the book of Judges; of David in Adullam; and occurs in Kings and
Chronicles five timeq1 Chron. 5:20; 1 Kings 22:32 (parallel); 2 Chron. 18:31; 20:9;
32:2Q. The usage in Zhron. 20:9 reveals Jeioa p hat 6 s deep sense of
So now in these alarming and menacing circumstances the real Jehoshaphat is revealed.

fiGod moved them from WimThe wordmovedis of the utmost significance. It @wth-

to prick, to stimulate; and is an obvious connection with verse 2 where the same word is

used of Ahabés Opersuasiond of Jehoshapha
consequences of that seduction andeveesest r app
Ahabdés work and recovers Jehoshaphat from
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V.33 - fANnd a certain man drew a bow at a vemtuf@e wordventureis tomesignifying

compl eteness, and by extension, i nnocenc
Aupri ghtniemss9, and Asimplicityo once. The
ti mes. Godbés unerring judgement, i n what

judgement of Urim and Thummim in the breastplate of the-piigst, is about to fall on
Ahab,executed unwittingly by a Syrian bowman.

fibetween the joints of the harn@sgointsis debeq a joint and is used only in Kings and

|l sa. 41: 7 wher e i tie.ihe soldeeor dnetallie substarce usedrin n g o
melted form to hold metalstoggh er . Thus the RSV transl ates
Roth.-Aishoul der | oifintsaj ngsd. YTipus it refers

the shoulder and armit area of a coat of mail. The word fbarnessis shir-yahnand

refers to the bregdate of mail armour worn from a girdle around the waist up to the neck.

The only other occurrence of the word is in Isa. 59:17 whasgtitr ans | at ed fibr e
by the RSV, and ficoat of mail o6 by both Yng
the upper chest through the shoulder joint around arpétrivhile the military breastplate

here is not to be confused with the breastplate of thefrigst (Exod. 28:30), there are

clearly echoes of Divine judgement meted out by Yahweh himself.

fiTurn thine hand - Ahab orders his chariot driver to manoeuvre his chariot out of the front
line so that his wound can be treated, but it was impossible to escape because of the
intensity of the fray (1 Kings 22:35). He was compelled to prop himself up in thetchar

and remain in the battle.

fwounded - chalah- weak, sick. In this form the word is only found in the parallel record
and 2 Chron. 35:23 where the death of Josiah by an a arrow wound is recorded.

V.34 - fithe battle increased that daylncreasedisalah-t o ascend, mount .
battle grew hotod. There was no chance for
wound.

fistayed himself up in his chadietStayedis amad-to stand. RSMfi Pr opped hi mse
in the chariot facing the Syrianstun | evening, then at sunset
hours and consequently died from a heavy loss of blood which could not be staunched
because he was caught in the battle. This is indicated by the companion account in 1 Kings
22:35.

THE DEATH OF ABid\1 Kings 22:380
V.35 - fiand the blood ran out of the woan&an is yatsag- to pour out. RSV f | owe d 0 .

finto the midst of the chalot The RSV transl ates the word
Rot h. has: fiinto the holl ow of the chari ot

V.36 - fia poclamation....about the going down of thé&suat t he ti me of Ah
proclamation (rinnah - a creaking or shrill sound.e. a shout) was made throughout the

host ordering withdrawal. The significance here is the absence of Jehoshaphat in ordering
the retreat in fulfilment of Micaiahdos prc
a shepherd (2 Chron. 18:16). Ahab weaaland Jehoshaphat was nowhere to be seen.
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V.38 - flone washed his chariot in the pool of Samariehe wordpool is berekah- a
reservoir. It seems to have been more that a well and was perhaps outside of the walls of
Samaria. This seemingly needlessailés recorded for a special reason.

fithe dogs licked up his blobd The dogs licking the congealed blood of Ahab was a
necessary, but only partial, fulfil ment of

fwashed his armodr- The word forarmour has been mistranslated. It mnowth
signifying harlots. The word has been confused by translators zutn meaning
equipment, but is in fact the plural odnah- to commit adultery (highly fed and therefore

wanton) . Rot h. trabatbaedst hdakdpop thd hael
harl ot s was hed t hemsel ves i n ito. Thi s v
6whor edoms?6 had filled t he |l and wi t h Jez

priestesses who pr es ipeef@aalomashed théindilthy dieisimé i n
this very pool.

flaccording unto the word of theRmd - It had taken 3 years, but finally the Divine edicts
against Ahab had been fulfilled (1 Kings 20:42; 21:19).

V.39 - fithe rest of the aads- The scripturalrecr d does not describe
architectural and structural achievements which are legendary among archaeologists. It is

concerned only with amplifying the reason
was none like Ahab, which did sell himselfo wor k wi ckednesso (1 Ki

fithe ivory house - The wordivory, sheno f course refers to the
el ephants. Ahabdés palace was resplendent w

fiall the cities that he bult- Like Omri, Ahab was industrious in character and an
enthusiastic builder. All the evidence is that he was dedicated and determined to succeed in
whatever he pursued. Such a man had enormous potential for good but instead gained the
6di stinct i on dorsbking leeuse lys ehterprise avds énthe wrong direction.
Together with Jezebel, an even more determined and strong willed individual, he managed
to introduce an apostasy in Israel that prefigured the rise of the Roman Catholic harlot
system out of th&irst Century ecclesia (Rev. 2:20).



JEHOSHAPHAT -

The Enigmatic Educator
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -iYahweh is judge. 06 From a root word
Therefore by extensi on vtimaimame ddan mean A

FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 15:24 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 22:9
AGE AT ACCESSION - 35 LENGTH OF REIGN - 25 years 87B47 BC

MOTHER - Azubah-He b . ADesertiono-fabaeght rl Kfi nHk
2 Chron. 20:31).

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Ahab 874853 BC; Ahaziah 85852 BC; Jehoram 852
841 BC.

NOTE-The only record of Jehoshaphatds reigrt
Israel (1 Kings 22). A full history is supplied in Chronicles (2 Chror2Q), For notes on
J e h 0 s h a pricawitld Ahabaefet td the chapter on Ahab.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Jehoshaphat stands in the annals of | srae
ever rose to the heights attained by Jehoshaphat, and few experienced his success and
acclaim. Heexcelled in the leadership of men and was unsurpassed as an organiser and
educator of the people in Divine things, for which he was mightily blessed. Under his
leadership and guidance Judah became a powerful and prosperous nation greatly feared by
their neghbours. And yet Jehoshaphat was an enigma! He must be held responsible for
initiating a marriage alliance with the house of Ahab that brought Judah to the brink of
total disaster. The trouble which his persistent attempts to confederate with Israét broug

on Judah during his reign and after his death leave a dark shadow on an otherwise
remarkable life.

Jehoshaphat was a zealous man with clear and positive objectives for his kingdom. He
proved to be a wise king who saw the need to edadiatés peoplen the things of God so
as to fortify them against the gentile evils that had been introduced into Israel. But
strangely, when he had reached the zenith of his power, he reversed his policy of
separation from Israel and chose to ignore the dangers ofiamcallwith the house of
Ahab. By contracting a marriage alliance with Ahab he introduced into Judah the corrupt

of fspring of Ahab and Jezebel, apparently
whol e lump. 0 He was al s oo saugh and eeceived Divimai | i t
help, but was seemingly unaware that both his military power and Divine help would leave

him when he made an alliance with Godds en

There were two distinct phases in the life of Jehoshaphat as there was in the lifehisf Asa
father. The record presents these in an interesting way in the early verses of 2 Chronicles
17 and 18. In the former, the language employed is of a man ascending to great heights
through a policy of separation from apostate Israel, strong defenoeat hnd instruction

of the people in spiritual things. I n the
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went downo) through a policy of integratic
military forces. The record of 2 Chronicles 17 is aalyic account of the multiplying
success of a man O6soaringb6 to great height
His dramatic rise was coupled with a sensitivity to the dangers of the world about him and

the need to fortify the ecclesia agaitisbse dangers by the spiritual education of every
member. The latter phase of his reign saw a complete change of policy and is marked by a
gradual decline through his marriage alliance with the house of Ahab that eventually
culminated in Athaliah, the dahter of Ahab and Jezebel, seizing control of Judah.

On no less than three occasions did Jehoshaphat seek to confederate with Israel in military
and trading ventures and each occasion was a disaster for Judah. Only the intervention of
God through Elish@revented the third alliance from becoming a total disaster. The great

|l esson of Jehoshaphatoés | ife is that compt
disaster regardless of reputation or strength. The key to success is found in the example of

Jehoshaphat 6s early years.

In summary, Jehoshaphat as an individual was a righteous and dedicated servant of God
who walked uprightly all his days and left a rare example for subsequent leaders of Judah.
Without doubt the single most important feature isfrieign was the diligent and thorough
manner in which he sought to educate the ecclesia in spiritual things. Had he refused to
dabble with Israel while it was ruled by idolaters the record of his achievements would
have been unique. Instead having broughtah to its greatest strength he also unwittingly
sowed the seeds of its collapse.

Elijahos estimation of Jehoshaphat in 2 Ch
great man.
HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OEKRgE HO3EhoRHAT 0 ¢
Accession at age 35 22:4142 17:1
Consolidates his kingdom and is blessed 22:46 17:1-6
Commences a campaign of education 17:7-9
Given peace and is celebrated 17:10611
Organises the defences of the nation 17:1219
Makes a fatal éience with Ahab 22:1-4
18:1-3
Rejects Ahabés prophets ana@2bddnbarl8édklses hi
Seeks a prophet of YahweMicaiah called 22:1314 18:1213
The prophecy of Micaiah 22:1528 18:1427
Goes into battle with Ahab at Rame®ilead 22:2936 18:2834
Returns defeated to Jerusalem in peace 19:1
Jehu reproves him for his foolish alliance 19:23
He institutes a revival throughout Judah 19:4
Appoints judges in every city 19:57
Instructs the priests and Levites 19:811
A threat of war from Moab and Ammon 20:1-4
His prayer for help before the people 20:513

Yahwehdés answer through Jahazi el 20:1419
He leads Judah into battle 20:2021
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Victory from Yahweh great spoil taken 20:2225
He leads Judah in praise of their God 20:26:30
A foolish alliance with Ahaziah 22:4849 20:3537
Alliance with Jehoram and Edom (2 Kings 3:6-12)

Dies aged 60 22:50 21:1
Final summary and Divine estimation 22:4345 20:3134

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

CONSOLIDATION OF THE KING@2QMron. 17:6

V.1 - fiand strengthened himself against Isra@trengtheneds chazag- to fasten upon,

seize, to be strond\gainstis al - above, upon, over; from a roafah signifying to ascend

(to behigh), to mount. Jehoshaphat strengthened himself to rise above Israel and its ways.
This was a positive approach which met with immediate and enormous success.

V.2 - fiand set garrisoris Garrisonsis netsiyb- something stationary,e. a military post.

The word is used of Lotbs wife (fApillaro)
land. Cities in Judah and the captured cities of Israel were fortified by Jehoshaphat. This
was a sound policy because Ahab was king in Israel at this time and waslyactiv
promoting his new found religion.

V.3 - AAnd the DRDwas with Jehoshaphiat Rothrerhamp r e f aces t hi s phr as
came to pass that..This was a realisation of the principle of 2 Chron. 15:2. The Divine

bl essings which follow are directly connec
fithe first ways of his father DavidSome texts read differently; e.g. RS¥fear | i er way
his father (Asa). 0 However the margin of t
Davi do. The early days of Asa were exempl

(2 Chron. 14:28). He also modelled himself on David.

fiand sought not unto BaabmThis does not suggest that Asa did, but directs attention to
what was happening in Israel as Ahab assiduously promoted Baal worship. The proof of
this is in verse 4 in the parall el phrase:

V.4 - Aisoughd - darash- to tread, frequent (to follow). The stark contrast with Israel is
emphasised deliberately. Yahweh is jealous over His truth and blessed Jehoshaphat
because of his jealousy for Divine things (James 4:5).

V.5 - fitherefore the @RDestablished the kingdom irsthand - There is cause and effect
here. Jehoshaphat had set about establishing the kingdom and consolidating its
foundations, but God made it sure in his hands. The secret lay in his cooperation with
Divine guidance. Like his father Asa he acted in atance with the principles of truth

and Yahweh helped him.

fJudah brought to Jehoshaphat present§he termpresentgminchah- tribute) refers to

tokens of acknowledgment. Here is an unusual phenomenon. Subjects normally expect to
be given something btheir ruler, but here the people of Judah out of appreciation and
respect for their king and his ways bring
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fland he had riches and honour in abundanéea had used his wealth to buy help from
Benrhadad against Baasha (16:2) but Jehositapgached great heights of wealth and
honour by turning to Yahweh alone. Jehoshaphat had learnt from the failure of his father.

V.6 - fhis heart was lifted up in the ways of tO& - Lifted up is gabahhmeaning to

soar , to be |1 ofhiys Redaht waanehaoesagdéd.
courageous. 0 His heart was not |ifted up i
the strength and courage that alone can come from God (Prov. 28:1).

fihe took away the high pladesOther records stcas 2 Chron. 20:33 and 1 Kings 22:43
seem to indicate the opposite. Quite probably like Asa he completely curtailed activity at
the high places and probably destroyed many, but did not entirely remove them physically
out of Judah.

fland groves - asherim(see previous notes). This was the abominable idolatry associated
with Astarte and Aphrodite.

THE CAMPAIGN OF EDUCAd@OChron. 17:9
V.7-finthethirdyea-The third year of "lyeanoshaphat wa

fiprince® - sar-a head person. Rathir ul er s. 6 He sel ected five

of education throughout the | and. Bénhailwas a
-fison o f Obatiialg-hiitsde;r v i n g Zethkatatv-efhYg h has rememb
Nethaneel-fi gi v e nMiohhiahEAwho i s | i ke Yaho.

fito teach in the cities of JudahTeachis lamad- to goad,i.e. to teach. The king himself
had gone through this process of instruction as he wrote out the Law of God and knew by
personal experience its value (Deut. 17:19;.B2:11).

TEACHING -ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE SCRIPTURES
1 Deut. 4:10; 5:1; 3193-1 srael 6s continuance as
education of its people in Divine things.
1 Isa.1:16-17 - Repression of evil is only successfully achieved by education in D,
principles,i.e. by overcoming evil with good (Rom. 12:21).
1 Ezra 7:10; Mal. 2:7 The true purpose of the priests and the Levites was ¢h tha
Law and its principles to the nation.
Psa. 25:410 - Spiritual education is the only pathway to salvation.
Col. 1:910; Rom. 12:2; John 15:3; 17:1Teaching is fundamental to thenewing
of the mind and sanctification before God.

E ]

V.8 - fihe sent Levitegs- The name Levi means attached; from a primary root, to twine,

to unite, to remain. Their purpose was revealed in their name. By teaching they were to
uni te Godoés pe opid). &hette werethinenLe\ites adheated fobthe3ask of
assisting the work of Shkmaiawt- iYah MTH6i rhena
Nethaniah- A Gi ven &ébadidhaldah h asAsabel-vieEno.has mad
Shemiramoth-i Na me o f Jehanathgrir i ¥ @ h we h Adonijahe- i & a h we h

i s my ThbbgahdficGoodness ddbAdd@jdhwiemloeasi ng to Yal
r ul ®ithothem he sent two teaching priests namglishama - i E | of hearin
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AWhom EI hear s dehoranO-xif oahdwWwe hanrdai sedo or Ay .
(Oxford).

V.9 - fithey taught in Judah Taughtis lamad- goad (as in V.7). A well organised and
thoroudh campaign of education was begun throughout all Judah. Jehoshaphat was intent
on spiritually educating all his subjects. This was tragically rare during the days of the
kings.

A TIME OF PEAGE Chron. 17:101
V.10 - fifear...fell upon all the kingdonsm.that they made no warThe nations around

Judah sued for peace with Jehoshaphat, anc
intervention. Compare the blessing of peace granted to his father Asa (2 Chron. 14:6). The
principle of operation is #nt of Prov. 16: 7: AWhen a man.

maketh even his enemies to be at peace wit

JUDAH ORGANISED AND STRENGTHBENHonN. 17:1P9

V.12 - AJehoshaphat waxed great exceedingWaxedis halak- to walk. Greatis gadel-

large. Exceedinglyis maal - the upper part; upward, above, overhead, from the top.
Literally, this phrase could be rendered,
repeated use of words and phrases that speak of rising high and soaring aloft in the things
of God are too prominent to be ignored. It is a record of multiplying blessings from God.

ficastle® - biyraniyth - a fortress; from a root meaning a palace. Jehoshaphat adopted the
wise policy of building cities of defence combined with staitees throudpout Judah, even
though it was a time of peace.

V.13 - fihe had much busined$ Businessis melakah- deputyshipj.e. ministry. The term
refers to men employed by the king to pron

V.14 - AAdna the chiéf- His name meaaxn APl easur eodo f-rtoobmsoliorpr i me
pleasantChiefissar-a head per son. It was a pleasur.
days of Jehoshaphat. Its numbers swelled to 1,160,000, the largest army since the days of
David.

V.15 - finext to hinwas Jehohanan the cap@aiRoth.-fiunder hi s directi c
(AYahweh favouredo) was nsarck8 Bhspaoketdof Ad

V.16 - fAmasiab-i Yah has | oaded?o. This man was 61 i
of hemoréartbl ed spontaneity in serving his G
fiZichrb-A Me mor abl eo. See 2 Chron. 23: 1 f or me n

fiwho willingly offered himself unto theRm - Willingly is nadab- to impel; hence to
volunteer (as a soldier); to presergostaneously.Offered is zabach- to slaughter

(sacrifice). This man was an example of 06a
V.17 - fiEliada a mighty man of valourHi s name means AGod i s
transl ates the | atter phrase: fAa hero of v

V.18 - AJehozabad-i Yahweh endowedo.

fiready prepared for the WwarPreparedis chalats- to equip. Tragically when the war came
it was the wrong one, or at least with the wrong allies that it was fought.
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JEHOSHAPHAT6S ARMY COMPARE
Adna 300,000 Rehoboam 180,000
Jehohanan 280,000 Abijah 400,000
Amasiah 200,000 Asa 580,000
Eliada 200,000 Ahab n2 1ittle f|Jl ocks
goatso
Jehozabad 180,000
1,160,000

V.19 - fibeside those....throughout all Judah Many other soldiess were dispersed
throughout the cities of Judah. Therefore the army was considerably larger than 1,160,000.
The ecclesia was ready to fight the battles of the Truth. But all this preparation and
strength was of no purpose in the end. When the war,dama@rmy was shattered; the
tragic result of Jehoshaphatds compromi se

Ref er to the section entitled fAAhab and J
with the alliance recorded in 2 Chron. 18.

JEHOSHAPHAT REPROVED, REFORMS3UCI#bBIN19: 111

V.1 - freturned to his house in peaceThese are the exact WOoTr C
prophecy (2 Chron1 8 : 16) . | srael had no shepherd, P2
severely embarrassed and weakened as a result of the disaster atRéeadthGod now

gave Jehoshaphat a brief period of peace to recover himself and rebuild his wounded
nation.

fito Jerusalem - This is where Jehoshaphat belonged; not in the gate of Samaria (18:9).
This fact is again emphasised in verse 4.

V.2 - iJehu the son dlanam-J e hu means fAiYah is heo and Ha
prophet had appeared in the record approximately 40 years earlier when he condemned the
house of Baasha (1 Kings 16:1). He al so

(2 Chron. 20:34)His father Hanani had rebuked Asa for putting his trust in-lzetad

(2 Chron. 16:7). It was fitting that God dealt with Jehoshaphat through a prophet named
Jehu to bring reformati on to hi s house, e
destruction.

fiwent out to meet him Mercy is displayed to Jehoshaphat as the prophet representing
Yahweh fAwent outo to confront hiGitead Thenedi a
aim was to recover Jehoshaphat from the effects of his compromise with Ahab.

fishouldest thou help the ungodly The wordungodlyis rasha- morally wrong, actively

bad. This is clearly a rebuke for his change of policy from that of 2 Chron31H& may

have desired to help Israel return to Yahweh, but instead he and his family vesrgleght
in their evil ways.
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flove them that hate th©ORD - Loveis ahaba primary root meaning to have affection for.
Hate is sane- to hate personally. Ahab used it in 2 Chron. 18:7 referring to Michaiah.

fitherefore is wrath upon thiee The operative pnciple here is that of James 4:4. To
support those who have repudiated God is to become like them in His eyes.

V.3 - fifound - matsa- to come forthj.e. appear or exist. There were many good things in
Jehoshaphat with which God could work if he was prepared to make a new start.

fithou hast taken away the graveRefers to the purge of 2 Chron. 17:6.

fiprepared thine heart to seek GodPrepared is kuwn - to be erect, ie. stand
perpendicular), to set up, fix, establish; while the waedk(darash- to follow, tread or
frequent) had been used of Jehoshaphat previously in 2 Chron. 17:4.

V.4 - fidwelt at Jerusaledn The record seems at pains to emphagigsefoint (see note
V.1).

fihe went out againt Roth.-iand he again went fortho. Jeh
of education to bring his scattered and disillusioned people back to their God.

fiBeersheba to Mt. EphréimHe tr avel |l ed dmomatthde ifiwet he o
mountain of fAdouble fruito in the north.
was clearly a reinstitution of the campaign of 2 Chron. -B7:This positive approach
following rebuke was a sign of true repentancehizxg contrast to Asa his father (2 Chron.

16:10).

fiand brought them back unto t@RDGod of their fatheds Implicit in this statement is a

hint that the period |l eading up to and dut
which his reformation was relaxed. The disaster at Ram@Gilead saw the nation in

disarray and confusion. Jehoshaphat makes a new start by vigorously taking up his work of
education and restoration. Such a renewal was needful in view of the later comment in

2 Chron. 20:33 thathe people had not fully prepared their hearts before God.

V.5 - AAnd he set judges in the landludgesis shaphat to judge, to pronounce sentence,
vindicate. To consolidate his renewed reforms he appointed judges to administer the
principlesofthe Lw of Moses fAcity by cityd to ensur
justice throughout all Judah (Deut. 16:18).

V.6 - fiTake heed what youdoTake heedsr a 6ab watch, to see. RS
Rot h. transl at es: fi S e eat isvdaraftl to yn&rucahis eppainted n g o .
judges that their work was for God not hi

and He would be with them in the work. The
them of the principles laid down by Mosese{i2. 1:1617). There is something of a play
on Jehoshaphatés name in this. I't means AY

fiwho is with you in the judgem&ntJudgementdoes service here for two words in the
Hebrew- dabar - a word; matterand mishpati verdict, sentenceRoth.T i wh o wi | | I
with you i n t hRSVwiohred iosf wiutsht iycoeuwb.i n gi vi n
imposes a great responsibility upon judges (cp. 2 Sam. 16:23; 1 Peter 4:11) and must be
remembered by anyone acting on Godbs behal
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V.7 - filet the fear of theQRDbe upon yod - Fear is pachad- a sudden alarm; from the
root, to be startled. See its use in 2 Chron. 17:10. The word is always used in the sense of
dread and terror and not normally of reverence.

fitake heed and dadit The word fortake heed(shamar- to hedge aboui,e. guard, to
protect) is used extensively throughout th
17:119-There may be a reference to the ideas c
t o fAkredepdo ito).

fifor there is no iniquity with th©RD - I niquity is avlah - evil; to distort. This fact is so
obvious and well attested (Deut. 32:4; Psa. 92:15) that it hardly seems necessary to state it,
but it reveals how determined Jehoshaphat wastaiksh justice in the land.

finor respect of persoas Respecis massasignifying partiality (as in lifting up) and is the
only occurrence of this wordPersonsis paneh- the face (as the part that turns), so Yng.
transl at es: Afan acceptance of faces. 0

finor taking of gifts- Taking is miggach- reception Gifts is shachad a donation; from a

root to bribe (Ex. 23:8; Deut. 16:19; Prov. 17:23; 18:16; 21:14; Ecc.7:7). Jehoshaphat was
very sensitive to these prindiagless atndt hias
Ahabds gifts had skewed his judgement in t

V.8 - iJehoshaphat set of the LeviiesHe set(amad- caused to stand) the Levites in their
proper role to teach and administer the Law (cp. 2 Chron. 17:8).

fiof thechief of the fathers of IsraelRSV-Afheads of t he ié.therhiéfi es
of each tribe who were to support the Levites in the work of judgement.

fifor controversie®- riyb - a contest; from a root to toss, wrangle, grapple. Ratht dtle s e
di sputeso.

fiwhen they returned to Jerusafenie. when they had completed their task in the country
and returned they did not cease their work but continued it in Jerusalem.

V.9 - fiand he charged thémChargedis tsavah- to constitute, enjoin.

fiin the fear of theARDfaithfully, and with a perfect héarFear is yirah - fear, reverence.
Faithfully is emunah firmness; fig. security, trustworthierfectis shalem complete; to
be safegee note 2 Chron. 15:17).

V.10 - fiye shall even warndhd - Warn is zahar- a prim. root signifying to gleam, hence

to enlighten. It is used in the future tense in Dan. 12:3 in the context of reward for faithful
teachers. The word is used 22 times in the O.T. and occurs 12 times in Ezek.3 & 33 where
thecontet i s Awatchmeno and their responsibil

fiand so wrath come upon youlehoshaphat had experienced this (verse 2) because of his
foolish alliance with Ahab. This underlines the lesson that a heavy responsibility rests on
teachers and leaders (Heb.13:James 2:1).

fithis do and ye shall not trespassRoth.-A Thus shal | ye act and n

V.11 - AAmariah the chief prigst Amariaih me ans A Y a hi.e.lpramiseds &he d 0 ,
highpr i est was to be assisted by Zebadiah (
wi || h e a rirolgr (nagidoa wcaosmmander ) of the house of
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if or all t hde- THelie wap Gampleteaorganisatisn both in religiond aivil
matters.

fithe Levites shall be officérg Officers is shoter - to write, a scribe; by imp. a
superintendent.

fideal courageously- Deal is asah- to do, act.Courageouslyis the wordchazag- be
strong, courageous. Rot h. transl ates this
the good. o0 There is plainly seen in all t
2 Chron. 17:13, and even a significant upgrading of them.

THE THRET FROM MOAB AND AMMQIChron. 20:4

V.1 - fithe children of Moab and the children of Ammdnh e news of Judah:¢
RamothGilead emboldened previously submissive nations to rise against Jehoshaphat

(2 Chron. 17:1611). This confederacy of peles were related to Israel through their origin

in Lot (Gen. 19:3638). Israel were commanded to leave alone when they drew near to the
land of Canaan under Moses (Deut.-2;4,19). Moab and Ammon invited Edom (Seir,

verses 10 & 22) to join them in thimenp ai gn against their O&6bro
make much of the fact that God had not allowed Israel to invade these nations on their way
into the land in his prayer seeking Divine help (verse 10).

V.2 - iHazazofTamar, which is in EngédiHazazonTamarwhi ch means fAdi vi
palm treed was on the western shore of the
of a kido). The menacing confederacy whic
advanced into the territory of Judah.

V.3 - Alehshaphat fearadi Fearedis yare - to fear, revere. The word can mean to be
frightened, and that is clearly its meani |
military forces at Ramotsilead found Jehoshaphat militarily unprepared but equal to the
challenge because of his faith in God.

fiand set himself to seektheRM-Rot h. tr ans | at e seek(dérash-tb s et
follow, tread; cp. 2 Chron. 19:3) his God. This was characteristic of the man.

fland proclaimed a fast throughout all JidaRasts were normally proclaimed at times of
national crisis, or to call the nation to collectively reflect upon their ways (Ezra 8:21; Joel
1:14; Jonah 3:5). The purpose of this fast was plain. What was urgently required was a
national focus on prayed e hos haphat had fAset hi msel f o
needed to join him.

V.4 - AJudah gathered themselves together to ask help ocb&® L This is a testimony to

the success of Jehoshaphat és work (chapt
dependence upon their God so that they came as oeeeldbagash- to search out; to

strive after) His help against the enemy.

JEHOSHAPHATO®S PRAGhER208®R HELP

V.5 - AJehoshaphat stood in the congregaiieriThe word forcongregationis gahd
meaning assembly and is the O.T. equi val en
this occasion; men, women, and children (V.13).
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fithe new couét- This new court was evidently one of his own projects in the Temple.
Though the record is silentaint his building projects he was doubtless very active in this
area.

JEHOSHAPHATOS PRAYER

Jehoshaphat és prayer from verses 6 t
the Bible. It has a classic opening with its declaration of the power aedeggnty of
Yahweh which was | ater duplicated wi
13). This acknowledgment of the power of God to rule irresistibly among the na
was fundamental to the situation Jehoshaphat now faced. In verse 7 ledrédnealise
of this power to remove the nations of Canaan so that Israel might inhabit the lanc
had pr omi s e d ahal to Havesaffattionm for)eAbraham. (

Then in verses 8 & 9 he drew attention to the Temple where the nation was
gathereand i nvoked Sol omonédés prayer at -t
3) , and Godbdbs assurance t o Stearab-tightness)
such as they now experienced (2 Chron. -Z:ap

Having expressed their absolute depe
the invaders Awhom thou woul dest not
Divine edict (Deut. 2:46) when in a position of strength, but were now being rewary
evil when Moab and Ammon knew them to be weak (V.11). The real issue was wh
God would allow these nations to cast His people out of what Jehoshaphat r
termed fAthy possessiono. Here was a
Yahweh wouldhot ignore (cp. Psa. 83:12).

Jehoshaphat concludes this beautifully crafted and sincere prayer with a pla

appeal for help against this unsough
(kowach- to be firm; vigour; lit. force) againstthisgrd c ompany o0 wg¢
most <critical factor in his appeal

but the fact is they were doing exactly what God would have them do: place
complete trust in Him to save. As Jehoshaphat expressed it hi s f i nal

are upon t h-B)eltds infp&ssitde.for God ® igdore such a prayer. He
choose to answer it in various ways depending on the situation and the objectives
achieved, but answer it He will.

V.13 - fiand d Judah stood before theORD with their little ones, their wives, and their
childrerd - This is a rare scene in the Scriptures. There had been a complete response from

all of Judah to Jehoshaphatodés call weRamil i
help in this time of great crisis. It was a marvellous testimony to the effects of
Jehoshaphatdéds national campaign of educat

disaster of Ramotfsilead.

GOD6S ANSWER T O2CHMAQEHAPHAT

V.14 - fThen upon Jahaziel the son of ZechariahHer e was Godods a
Jehoshaphatos prayer . The Spirit came up:
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Zechariah (AYah hath rememberedo) out of t
Temple courts. He va from the family of Asaph (fAcc
arranged the Temple services of song and praise in the days of David (1 Chron. 6:31,39;
15:1617). This is why the genealogy of Jahaziel is given in such detail with the names of
his forheahé (B¥ah has builto), AJeiel o (n
(Agift of Yaho) tracing him back to Asaph
the way o6familyd names were carried on th
9:15; 2Chron. 29:13; 1 Chron. 16#). They were a family dedicated to continuing the

work of Asaph as leaders of song and praise in the Temple service. The Divine messenger
was carefully selected, for praise to God in song was to play the major role in the
folowi ng events | eading to Judahos deliveran

V.15 - finor dismayedl- chathath- to prostrate, hence to breakdovilnwould be easy for
faith to break down under the circumstances facing Judah at this time.

fifor the battle is not yours This is what Jehosphat had asserted in his prayer and his
confidence in that fact was to be vindicated (cp. 1 Sam. 17:47).

V.16 - iTo morrow go ye down against therD@ivine help is offered but only on the basis
of their preparedness to demonstrate their faith in God. iéeged to act on that faith and

go out against the enemy. This is the way
saints.
ficliff of Zin - Thecliff (ma 6 a-laraekevation or platform) adiz( A bl oo mo,ieg!l i st

a burnished plate) was an ascentcleft leading up from the Dead Sea to the region of
Tekoa (V.20) about 16 km (10 miles) south of Jerusalem.

fiye shall find them at the end of the bocokhis exact description of the position of the

i nvaders was to i ndi caeavent. They dduld locate thigmlaethiee ¢ ¢
end of thebrook (nachal-a stream in a valley or wadi)
(rounded of God) . o

V.17 - fiYe shall not need to fight....set yours@lveBhere are some curious paradoxes in
this verse. They wodl not need to fight but had w®et (yatsab- to place, to station)
themselves in battle formation. Similarly they were told to:

fistand ye still......go out against tilkenThis seeming paradox is the secret of Divine help
and guidance. God can only worktwithose who actively cooperate with Him. He
requires the manifestation of faith by action. Compare the similarities of the only other

occurrence of the phrase fAstand st ilb.I and
| srael i n theilrl 6dibsuttr ewshsato sGoodo dr esgtui r ed of
faith!

V.18 - Adehoshaphat bowed his head...and all Judah...fell befor@eRBenorshipping -

This was a truly marvell ous answer to Jehc
worshipping (shachah - to depress,i.e. prostrate) spontaneously in recognition of
Yahwehdéds greatness and mercy (cp. 2 Chron

this one in the period of the kings. The people were overwhelmed with thankfulness and
gratitude thaflowed forth in unrestrained praise and songs of joy.
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V.19 - AANd the Levites...of the children of the Kormhitékhe sons of Korah among the
Levitical family of Kohath were prominent in the praises that were raised on this day, the
events of which weréndelibly impressed upon their minds and provided the source of
many echoes in the psalms of the sons of Korah (cp. Psa. 42 to 48).

fiwith a loud voice on highRSV-ia very | ou-diawmoiexe®.e dRotgh .l o
Rarely were songs of praisser sung as they were on this day, and yet the battle was not
yet won! In this lay the key to victory absolute confidence that salvation would come
because the battle was Yahwehos, not thei
sing praise as thobghe victory was won.

JUDAH GOES TO BATTLE ARMED WITH BRAIBI®N. 20:201

V.20 - fiinto the wilderness of TeknaTekoame ans fia trumpet o and w:
Amos the prophet (Amos 1:1). From Amos we learn that it was a place of shepherds who
eked out an existence in the inhospitable wilderness (AmoslBj14

fibelieve in the @RDyour God, so shall ye be established e hos haphat 6s exh
assembled Judah as they rose early the next day employs a play on words. The words
believeand establishedare bothamana primary root signifying to build or support; in a
figure, t o render firm, to trust or bel
Yahweh...and be steadfasto.

fibelieve his prophets, so shall ye proépeProsperis tsaleach- to push forward (cp.

2 Chron. 18:11,1% Jehoshaphat would have said this with real intensity for he himself had
only recently not hearkened to Micai ah, o]
(18:16,2728). But he was full of confidence now thiaey would see the salvation of God

that day.

V.21 - fiwhen he had consulted with the people, he appointed singéren Jehoshaphat
consulted(y a 6 atb advise) with the people the decision was unanimous that Judah
would march into battle led by singér

fithat should praise the beauty of holilessudah 6s secr et weapon th
of Levites robed in the garments of their Temple duties and leading the singing that
resounded fr om Ju graided balalrsignifying to beTclegri.e. simgr d

The wordbeautyis hadarah- decoration and is always used of worshippers in appropriate
attire or disposition (1 Chron. 16: 29; Jo
of fer praise with holy adoreaenmearmydwentiitbe on
battle like this was in the overthrow of Jericho (Josh-5:3

fiPraise the QRD for his mercy endureth foreverPraiseis yadah- to use the hand;e.
worship with extended hands. This refrain has been taken up and woven intgangay
of remembrance (cp. Psa. 136 where it occurs 26 times).

VICTORY FROM GOD TO THE SOUNDS OFRRAR&H. 20:220

V.22 - iAnd when they began to singandtopéais®ng. transl|l ates: @A AN
i.e. as they marched out of Jerusalemathbat t |l e began. But they
from Tekoa! Yahweh went before t hetehillaghs soo

-l audation, a hymn; thehllhgbrew word for 6P
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fithe LORDset ambushmends Who actually was employefr the ambushmentqarab -

to lurk) is not revealed, but the result was that Moab and Ammon joined battle with the
people of Mt. Seir to their mutual destruction. Clearly God intervened in some way to sow
the seeds of disunity and suspicion which undevgcation exploded into war.

fithey were smittén- RSV-Afiand they were routed?o. Just
Gideon (Judges 7:22), and Gog will be before Christ (Ezek. 38:21). The rout was
complete, for verse 23 adds that they stood up againstceach e r Autterly t
destroyo, for which both Yng. and Roth. tr

V.24 - fiwhen Judah came toward the watch tdw&vhen Judah arrived at an eminence
call ed @t hemiseaht antobsénatarg) thé battle was over. The battle field

was strewn with dead bodies. Rot h. transl
they wered dead bodi e sunfeaNokedaforetthem they eouldd ar t h
only look on the sae in utter amazement (cp. Exod. 14:30).

V.26 - fithe valley of BerachahThe name means fibenedictiono
blessedbarak - to kneel, to bless God) which Judah paused to do on the fourth day after
three days of collecting the spoil the fallen enemy. There is an allusion to this passage in
Psa. 84:6 where the wopbol is berachah Significantly, Psa. 84 is a song of the sons of
Korah.

V.27 - Adehoshaphat in the forefront of tlenirhe triumphant return to Jerusalem was
attended ¥ intensified praise and joy for the deliverance that Yahweh had given.
Appropriately their great leader was in fleeefront (rosh - at the head) for it had been his
example of faith that had gal vanised the
(simchah-bl i t hesomeness o0 sakaght te brightea umpdbe fleesome) i c e O
over their enemies.

V.28 - fApsalteried - nebel- a skin bag; thought to be a form of harp like a guitar which
looked like the shape of a filled water skin. The psaltesgether with the harp and
trumpet were instruments used by the Levitical singers in the Temple (1 Chron. 15:16). So
the Levites who had led Judah out to battle returned at the forefront leading the praise.

V.29 - fiand the fear of God was on all the kingdoer8o the peace given to Jehoshaphat in

his earlier days returned (17:10), for fiear (pachad-sudden alarm) of God fell upon the
surrounding nations. God had removed this fear when Jehoshaphat put trust in the strength
of his own arm and joined hims$elith Ahab.

V.30 - fithe realm of Jehoshaphat was quiRealmis malkuyah- a rule, a dominion. So
God restored to Jehoshaphat theet (shaqgat- to repose) rule he once enjoyed and gave
him therest (nuwach- to rest,i.e. settle down) that escapedhiwhen he turned to make
his alliance with Ahab. This is clearly reminiscent of 2 Chron. 17:10; 15:15; 14:6.

DIVINE SUMMARY AND ESTIMAR@4ron. 20:334

V.33 - fithe people had not prepared their héarfshe wordpreparedis kuwn- to be erect,

hene to set wup, establish or fix (see note
reformation was, it did not ma Chron. 15:1B)e c om
There remained many who had not fully set their hearts to seek their God.
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V.34 - fithe book of Jehu the son of HanarBoth this prophet and his father had played
an important part in the reign of Jehoshaphat and his father (see 2 Chron. 19:2; 16:7).

fwho is mentiongd- Thi s phrase has been better rend
added to the bookd of the kings of | srael

A FOOLISH COMMERCIAL VENTURE WITH AF-AZeh. 20:357

V.35 - fiand after this did Jehoshapbati.e. after a period of peace given to him in the
wake of the victory over Moab and Ammon. Peace and traitguithd brought about his
downfall before, as well as that of Asa. Unmixed peace and prosperity is dangerous if not
approached with vigilance. There needs to be diligent spiritual activity, but Jehoshaphat
turned to commerce in partnership with a rankatk.

fjoin himself with Ahaziah The term ¢habai) means to join; specially by means of spells,
hence to fascinate. This was a family pr
Jehoshaphat was locked in by a family connection with the house of Attaliah was

married to Jehoram his oldest son and could well have been the source of this renewal of
ventures with the house of Ahab.

fiwho did very wickedly Roth.hasihe was | awl ess in his doin
of his father and mother whaipsued their idolatry with enthusiasm.

V.36 - fithey made the ships in Ezgebed-The name means fAbackbon
It is now the modern port of Eil at . Thi s
ventures in the east (2 Chron. 8:8) whichJehoshaphat sought to revive. He might have

been successful if he had undertaken the venture alone.

V.37 - fiEliezer the son of DodawahThe prophet God raised up to rebuke Jehoshaphat has
a name that means fAGod of helofd Yarhd )wa sT htef
significant names in the light of the mistake that Jehoshaphat was making again (cp. 19:2).

fiMareshab-fis ummi t 6. Thi s was the place of Asabd
14:910). The hallmark of that victory had been complétust in the help of God.
Selection of a prophet from this town must surely have stirred some memories for
Jehoshaphat.

fithe LORDhath broken thy works Brokenis parats- to break. There is symmetry in this
edict. Jehoshaphathaaidalij osoae@od hwoslked fAibmo

fithe ships were brokén Broken here isshabar- to burst (see its use 2 Chron. 14:13).
Her e was anot her di sastrous venture in w
because of Divine intervention. He had esipnced this in his alliance with Ahab at
RamothGilead, as a result of which much of his good work in Judah had been undone. He
recovered himself, only to fall back into the same trap again. When Ahaziah renewed
attempts to join with Jehoshaphat in asfreventure (1 Kings 22:489), he wisely declined

having learnt the lesson, at least for the time being, that compromisd¢heitipostate

kings ofIsrael spelled disaster. Incredibly, he was to fall into this same trap again 2 years
later by a militaryvat ur e wi t h Jehoram, Ahabds son.

Additional notes on Jehoshaphat are to be found in the chapter on Ahab under 1
heading AAhab and Jehoshaphato, and -
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AHAZIAH -

The Clumsy Pagan
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -i Yah has seizedo

FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 22:40 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 22:11

LENGTH OF REIGN - 2 years from 85852 BC

FATHER -Ahab (fAThe brother of his fathero)
MOTHER -Jezebe( ichast eo)

SISTER-At hal i ah (AYah has constrainedo) wife
CONTEMPORARY KING - Jehoshaphat 87847 BC.

Note - No history is supplied in Chronicles, but he is mentioned 3 times.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The brief reign of e eldest son of Ahab was characterised by continual misfortune.
External peace was shattered by the revolt of the vassal kingdom of Moab, and disaster
struck at home when Ahaziah fell from a balcony of his palace and was fatally injured. On
his deathbed Ahaziah reveals himself to be a genuine product of Ahab and Jezebel by
sending to the centre of the pagan god Baalub for a prognostication regarding his
future. Such demonstrations of infidelity and idolatry were to be expected from the
children of Jeabel, but it was nevertheless an appalling state of affairs that such a man
should sit on the throne of Israel once occupied by David the beloved. How low Israel had
fallen through the apostasy of Ahab and his unholy alliance with Ethbaal king of the
Zidonians!

So infuriated was Yahweh with the infidelity of Ahaziah that He intervened through no
lesser a prophet than Elijah, and passed the death sentence upon him. So he died of the
injuries sustained in the fall from the balcony of his palace; a fittingfend man who

ignored the law of Deut. 22:8 which provided for a safe place upon the housetop where
prayer to God could be offered. This man who used the roof top only as a place for
drunken pleasure could onl y tdioretthe pagangodi s d
of the dung heap.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF THE REIGN OF AHWAYSH 2 Chron.

Accession and Divine estimation 22:5155

Makes an alliance with Jehoshaphat 22:49 20:3537
Moab rebels against him 2 Kingsl:1

Falls fromthe balcony fatally injured 1:2

Messengers to Baakbub meet Elijah 1:34

The messengers return to Ahaziah 1:58

He sends troops to apprehend Elijah 1:9

Elijah calls down fire twice from laven 1:1012

Third captain and his fifty recee mercy 1:1315
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Elijah declares Ahazi aho6s d:tb5dén
The death of Ahaziah 1:17-18

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND DIVINE ESTIMATI®Mgs 22:5%3

V.52 - fiwalked in the way of his father, and in the way of his meTtter Divinesummary

of Ahaziah is that he did evil by following dutifully in the way of Ahab and Jezebel, and in
the way of Jeroboam. The only other person of whom the precise words were spoken was
Athaliah. Jezebel was to feature as the force behind both Ahaziahisabhdother who
succeeded him, though much less in the latter than the former (2 Kings 3:2).

V.53 - fiFor he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provokeORiDésbd of Israél-
Ahaziahoés zeal ous adoption of Biaiddatrywder s hi p
religiously followed Ahab and Jezebel without deviation. The circumstances of his
unti mely death demonstrate that he did not

THE DEATH OF AHAZ&4Kings 1417

V.1 - fiThen Moab rebelled agdirisraed - The death of Ahab caused previously
subservient nations to reassess their relationship to Israel. However, as it was Jehoram his
brother who went to war with Moab (2 Kings35 , Ahazi ahds reign waq
little over a year (see 1 Kis 22:51; 2 Kings 3:1). He was not given time to quash this
rebellion.

V.2 - fiAhaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chambdre word forlattice is
sebakahsignifying a network (in an arch). Such were used to keep out light and give
privacy on the roof of the palace, but not in accordance with the law of Deut. 22:8 which
provided for a firm balustrade that would prevent anyone falling from the roof. The term
upper chambeiis the wordaliyah - lofty, i.e. a stairway; also a second story room. He had

an area on the roof of his palace for recreation where the balconies were bordered only by
a flimsy lattice. Somehow he had an accident and fell through thelatficether this was

due to drunkenness or carelessness is not stated. The law of Deut. 22:8 had been ignored
and Ahaziah paid the ultimate penalty.

fiGo, enquire of Baakbub the god of Ekrda Gravely injured in the fall, Ahaziah sent
messengers into thand of the Philistines tenquire (darash- to tread or frequent; Lit. to

seek) ofBaal-zebubwh o was wor shi pped ieate gdadlofadhedungp f t h
heap). He was so called because he was deemed to have power over disease (carried by
flies which bred in the dunbeap) . Thi s reveal s how ef f
conditioning the minds of her children had been. They had a god for every purpose but the
all-seeing, all powerful Creator and Sustainer did not enter their considerations. It is
interesting to contrast Jehoshaphat, his contemporary in Judah, who at this time was
actively seekingdarash) Yahweh his God (2 Chron. 19:FZtkkronme ans fier adi c a
from the root to pluck up, to hamstring, figuratively, to exterminate. This is exacty wh

God proposed for the house of Ahab because of its adherence to pagan gods. It was a city
18 km (11 miles) from Gath in Philistine territory.
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fiwhether | shall recover of this diseéaseAhaziah probably suffered serious internal
injuries and was anxious know if he wouldrecover(chayah- to live) from thedisease
(choliy - malady, anxiety, calamity) which he could sense threatened his life.

V.3 - fithe angel of theQRDsaid to Elijab-E1 i j ah was normally 1inst
YahwehoO baedasion ihis an larigel who speaks to him. He does so again in verse
15.

fils it not because there is not a @edRot h . : Al s it because the
There is an air of incredulity in this question. Surely at the moment of his greatest need
when he knew his |ife hung in the bal ance

had been so thoroughly paganised by his mother that Yahweh did not enter into his
thoughts.

V.7 - AWhat manner of man was he which came up to meéet Yba word formanner
(mishpat-ver di ct , a sentence) has a wide appl
suspected the worst. The message sounded though it came from Elijah!

V.8 - fian hairy maim- Hairy is s a & dishevelled hair (as if tossed or bristling) and is a
different word to that used of Esas 6 6 s haggy, he goat) . El ijah
the mark of nazariteship.

figirt with a girdle of leather about his loinsLeather is owr a skin (as naked) by
implication, hide, leather; from the primary raotr - to be bare. With animal skin slung
around his waist and dishevelled hair Elijah was unigue in appearance even in those days.
Like John the Baptist he stood out from those who frequented kings palaces and wore soft
garments (Luke 7:25).

filt is Elijah thdishbité-Rot h. : AEl i jah the Tishbite it
Elijah wore a hairy camel skin tied on with a leather belt. Whatever it was he was instantly
recognised | i ke John the Baptist, whe ¢ ame

unique manner and dress characterised his position as a reforming prophet in Israel.

V.9 - fia captain of fifty with his fifty Students may wish to compare the uséifof in
2Kings 2:16 and Luke 9:14. I t iiglLukedtardb | e t
that one of those occasions is based on this incident of fire being called from heaven (cp.
Luke 9:5456).

V.10 - fAlet fire come down from heavenLxx. -Af i re shal l come dow
context of Luke 9:5566. Elijjah was not justiied n r egar di ng Ahazi aho
being in the same category as the king who was deserving only of Divine wrath, but God
could do little else under the circumstances but send fire from heaven. To withhold the fire
would have negated the condemnationAdraziah and his Baal worship. Yahweh was
vindicated but at the cost of 102 lives, for a second captain and his fifty similarly perished
(V.11-12).

V.13 - i Ad the third captain of fifty...fell on his knees...and besought fAihe third

captain havingwitessed the fate of his predecesso
(Roth.) before Elijah and pleaded for his life. The wbesought(chinin) means to bend

or stoop to implore. As the two previous captains had done he acknowledged that Elijah
was a man of &d but went a step further in pleading for his life and that of his men by
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addi ng, il pray thee, l et my |I|ife, and th
sight. o

V.15 - iiGo down with him: be not afraid ofdwriihe angel of God intervenés save the

life of this band. There was plainly a measure of reverence and fear in this captain for
Elijahbés God. Elijahés fear was a mark of
his supporters in Israel. He seems to have retained his seissgatibn from the rest of

the nation, expressed on Horeb, right to the end.

V.17 - fiand Jehoram reigned in his sttadl e hor am was Ahazi ahds b
second son who acceded to the throne because Ahaziah had no son. Confusion can be
caused byhe fact that during this era the names of the kings of Judah and Israel were the
same. There was a Jehoram and an Ahaziah on each of the thrones of Israel and Judah.

fithe second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshapliahoshaphat still had 7 years to

reign in Judah but Jehoram his son wagregent. This perhaps reveals the influence of
Athaliah and Jezebel (there was no reason formeogency except Jehosh
in Samaria and Ramotiilead). These two evil women had contrived to seize power i

Judah and effectively neutralise Jehoshaphat.



JEHORAM -

The Moderate
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -i Yahweh r ai sedo

FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 1:17 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 22:7
LENGTH OF REIGN - 12 years from 85341 BC

FATHER - Ahab MOTHER - Jezebel SISTER - Athaliah

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Jehoshaphat 87347 BC; Jehoram 84841 BC; Ahaziah
841 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Whereas Ahabodos el dest son Ahaziah had vig
Jehoram the youngeos who acceded upon the accidental death of his brother was a
imoderated in idolatry by comparison. He
reinstituted the more innocuous, but no less evil, idolatry of Jeroboam. When it is
remembered that Jezebel wstdl alive at the time this was no mean feat. Jehoram
probably considered his action to be a grand gesture of conciliation to Judah and to the
God of Jehoshaphat.

His approach to Jehoshaphat for military assistance after the revolt of the king of Moab,
reveals him as a diplomat of some skill and indicates that he considered his rejection of
Baal as a concession to Judah which would permit a military alliance to be established with
Jehoshaphat. The message sent to Jehoshaphat seeking his help is codighathatic

terms and casually assumes that no impediment to an alliance existed. Following the
debacle of Ramotfbilead and the stern rebuke of Jehoshaphat for his alliance with Ahab it
might have been expected that never again would Jehoshaphat neextitodmished with

t he words; AShoul dest thou help t hGhrooungod I
19:2). However, now that Baal worship had been officially rejected in Israel by Jehoram,
perhaps Jehoshaphat considered that the situation was diffétiestever may have been
Jehoshaphat 6s perceptions, he foolishly e
almost ended in disaster again.

The campaign against Moab is the only even
is offered. He isevealed as a man who recognised Yahweh but placed no faith in Him. As
soon as adversity threatened the welfare of the confederate armies he ascribed their
misfortune to Yahweh. Not for one moment did he entertain the obvious fact that the
troubles experieme d wer e directly attributable to |
God revealed what He thought of Jehoram in the encounter that that king had with Elisha

at the height of the crisis in the wilder
hawe | to do with thee? Geheeto the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy
mot her ésurel vy, were it not t hat | regard t

woul d not |l ook toward thee, nor see thee. 0
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HARMONY OF THE RECOREDBN OEKinge HO RGhKA.S

Succeeds his brother to the throne 1:17

Reverts to Jeroboamdés idol 813y

Moab revolts against him 3:45

Makes alliance with Jehoshaphat and king of Edom 3:68

Lack of water- Elisha called 3:912

Elisha pophesies victory over Moab 3:1320

Moabds forces defeated 3:21-25

Withdraws as tripartite alliance crumbles 3:26:27

War with Hazael of Syria 8:2829

Eli sha anoints Jehu to des®©Ofi-ly Ah22Fds hous
Jehu proclaimed king 9:11-13

At Jezreel recovering from wounds 9:1415 22:56
Jehu conspires against him 9:1416

Jehu comes to Jezreel 9:1620

Jehoram rides out to meet Jehu 9:21-22

Is slain by an arrow from Jehu 9:2324

His body dumped in the field ofd¥both 9:2526

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND DIVINE ESTIMARI®Ngs 3:B

V.1 - fithe eighteenth year of Jehoshaphalehoram began to reign towards the end of
Jehoshaphat és reign in Judah. Thegacywths act
Jehoshaphat his father (2 Kings 1:17). So while Jehoram the son of Ahab ascended the
throne of Israel, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat wagjeat with his father in Judah.

V.2 - fihe wrought evil....but not like his father, and like his motllehoram bravely

reverted to Jeroboamds fAreligiond and rej e
alive. By adopting Jeroboamds idolatry he
had given some acknowledgment to Yahweh who was ostensphgsented by the

gol den calves. This of course was quite ur

and Ahaziah and their pagan idolatry. There is therefore some amelioration in the severity
of the Divine assessment.

fihe put away the image of Bealhe wordimage (matstsebahindicates a column idol.

Ahab had introduced the image of Baal early in his reign as the mark of his marriage to
Jezebel (1 Kings 16:33 2 ) . |t woul d seem however t heé
prevailed, for the image of Baalas erected again and later destroyed by Jehu (2 Kings
10:27).

V.3 - finevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jerobe&@eavedis dabag- to impinge,

i.e. cling, adhere. Israel never escaped the apostasy of Jeroboam. Once installed its roots
were toodeep to be eradicated, primarily because any reversion to the true worship of
Yahweh would have required a political sacrifice that no ruler in the north was prepared to
make. Not even Jehu who so brutally destroyed Baal worship could take the step to
abamdon Jeroboambs religion.
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THE REVOLT OF M@¥BKings 3:4

V.4 - iMesha king of Moab was a sheepmastdre s hadés name means fAsa
a vassal of Israel paying substantial tribute each year. He is describeshespaaster

(noged- a spotterj.e. owner or tender of sheep) and was a useful source of meat and wool
for Ahab. On Ahabb6s death he saw an oppor
rebelled against Ahaziah and then Jehoram.

V.5 - iwhen Ahab was dead, that the king of Moab rabelldiik is also stated during the
reign of Ahaziah (2 Kings 1:1). There was a rapid turn of events after the death of Ahab.
Ahabés defeat a-Gitkad grevideédhthe apportiidy nmandt ifcentive for
rebellion. Moab rebelled against Ahaziah angbgbined in a confederacy with Ammon

and Edom against Judah (2 Chron. 20:1). Though defeated in that conflict Moab recovered
sufficiently to mount another challenge to Jehoram king of Israel.

JEHORAM and JEHOSHAPHAT

THE TRIPARTITE ALLIANGRAR WITMOABS 2 Kings 3:27

V.7 - fhe went and sent to JehoshaghatRot h . : iso he departe
Jehoshaphat . 6 Having numbered all | srael (
down the revolt of Moab. He desperately needed allies and sdissdigplomatic wiles on
Jehoshaphat to obtain his military support. Amazingly, Jehoshaphat succumbed to his
appeal.

fil will go up, | am as thou@+tThese are familiar words (see 2 Chron. 18:3). Less than 2
years had passed since the fatal alliance Kintys 22:4. Jehoshaphat had not learnt the
lesson of the dangers of compromise with apostate Israel, seemingly because his thinking
was clouded by continuing family ties with the house of Ahab. Jehoram his son was co
regent at the time, and Jehoram was riedr to Athaliah whose influence here is
unmistakable.

V.8 - fANnd he said, Which way shall we g-uphe record does not state the fact, but it is
Jehoram who asks Jehoshaphat which way to
Edomdé f or E devate withahem againstfMeab in this war (cp. 2 Chron. 20:23).
There is no evident prayer to Yahweh, and no seeking of counsel from a prophet of God as
in 2 Chron. 18:6. Jehoshaphat was again courting disaster.

V.9 - fiand the king of Edam 1 Kings 22:47says there was no king in Edom at this time,
but adds that a deputy acted as king.

fithey fetched a compass of seven days joornéyo t h . transl at es, it
This was the long way round through the land of Edom where they found to their cost

Aithere was no water for the hosto or for
journey without o6watero6 (a symbol of the w
What a disaster was | ooming for Jehoshapha

V.10 - fAlas,the LORDhath called these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of
Moald - When men are under pressure their true character is revealed. Jehoram predictably
manifested his disdain for Yahweh and accused Him of deliberately seeking to dastroy
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confederate kings. Implicit in this accusation is a consciousness that he was deserving of
Yahweho6és wrath. The only ameliorating fact
of Jehoshaphatés God.

V.11 - AiBut Jehoshaphat said, Is there not hepeophet of the QRmD - These are almost

exactly the same words that Jehoshaphat spoke in the gate of Samaria a few years before as
he made his foolish alliance with Ahab (1 Kings 22:7; 2 Chron. 18:6). That he should be in
the same position again so sosralmost incredible. That Elisha should be on hand in the
company at that time was equally amazing!

fiHere is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the handsoof ENj&s a

Middle East custom at meal times for a servant to pour watereohahds of his master.
Water is symbolic of the Word and the hanc
cleansing of a mands works by the applica
|l acking because of Jehos h aghtativas navoneegded o mi s
was salvation from thirst in the wilderness of Edom. Marvellously, Yahweh had provided

Elisha( iTo whom EI is salvationod) the son of
V.12 - fiJehoshaphat said, The word of tldRbis with hind - Jehoshaphat acknowledged

Elishabés spiritual standing and recogni sec
in this crisis. He could provide the AWord

V.13 - fiElisha said unto the king of Israel, What haveolwgtk theé - Elisha immediately
turns on the source of Jehoshaphatdés troul

are transl ated by Rot her ham; i Wh a t have |
Jehoram to seek the prwhphethkse ot iHils sparve
response i s interesting. Unwittingly perh

this situation, but again bitterly blames Him for their troubles. He does not accept that his
own evils and idolatry were the primary cader their predicament.

V.14 - fAs the IORDof hosts liveth, before whom IstanéE| i sha takes up EI
introductory words to Ahab (1 Kings 17:1) to preface his uncompromising rebuttal.

fiwere it not that | regard the presence of Jehoshapkaily the presence(paneh- the

face) of Jehoshaphat redeemed this situation. Despite his repeated failure to stand with
God against the evils of Ahabds house he
integrity.

fil would not look toward thee, noe 4be® - Elisha plainly reveals the Divine attitude
towards Jehor am. Hi s adoption of Jer-oboami
i sméb was not acceptable to God and He woul

V . 1But nfw bring me a minstielE | i s h a 6 er amimsel(ragan- tofthrum,i.e.

beat a tune with the fingers, to play a stringed instrument) seems very strange, and
obviously must have a purpose outside of his own needs. To be sure, music had its place in
prophesying (see 1 Sam. 1851 Chron. 8:1-3), but there was an important reason for

this request in the presence of Jehoshaphat. Had he not recently been involved in one of the
greatest deliverances ever wrought by YahveetHis peopl@ (Refer to notes onQ@hron.

20 in the chapter on Jehoghat). And had not that victory been won in the absence of
weapons and fighting simply by the power of praise led by the musicians and singers of the
Templ e? Jehoshaphatés mind is being28t aken
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Implicit in this was a rebuke; why was he out in the desert on a campaign against Moab
without having sought Godés hel p?

fithe hand of the@RDcame upon hilm-E|l i shads experience is qu
(1 Kings 18:46), but woul d Iodahaziel {Zzhiom n J et
20:14).

V.16 - fiMake this valley full of ditclies Ditchesis geb - well or cistern (as dug). The
water they so desperately needed was to flow freely in the desert.

V.17 - fiYe shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rdihe mounains of Edom rising to

1,500 metres (5,000 feet) receive occasional heavy rains brought by westerly winds, but
this was to be a miracle with no apparent signs of rain. The message was plain that
deliverance would come from God alone as it had done in @CRO. Elisha then added

t hat provision of water was fia |ight thin
the Moabites (V.18)!

V.19 - fiye shall smite...every choice @ityThe subjugation of Moab was to be total with
the destruction of the best @ferything ¢hoice- mibchar- select,.e. the best).

fifell every good trée This was expressly forbidden under the Law but was not observed
in this war (Deut. 20:12 0 ) . I n addition they werld) to i
andmar(k a 6-abb spoil) every field so as to crip

V.20 - fiwhen the meat offering was offéreRoth.-i when t he of fer-i ng a:
Aof fering ofMedtbfieringsisaminmchahthecnerinal word for the meal

offering. The minchah was primarily an offering of acknowledgemebeliverance in the

form of water came when the offerimgknowledging Yahweh as the provider of all was

made

V.22 - fithey rose up early in the morringrhis is the same morning as V.20, hence the
feverish activity of the allied armies seeking water for men and animals would appear like
confusion in the camp to the men of Moab. Additionally, God caused the water to appear
like blood so that they assumed there had been mutual slaughter among the allies (cp.
2 Chron. 20:23).

V.23 - fiThis is blood, the kings are surely glai8eeing thebloodbthe Moabites left their
fortifications prepared only to take the spoils of war. They were sure the kingslaiere
(chareb- to parch through droughite. by analog, to desolate, destroy, kill). They were in
for a surprise, for the opposite was true (cp. V.10,13).

V.24 - fiwhen they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites @sd ks description is
noteworthy for the submergence of the identity of Judah. €herie term Israel is used to
demonstrate a similar outcome to the previous alliance (2 Chron. 18:16). The Moabites
running headlong towards the camp in pursuit of easy spoil were completely disorganised
and no match for 061 sr aferivadd slaughtevry thenMoaklitesasa y s ;
they wento (RSV).

V.25 - fionly in KitHaraseth left they the stones thevedfhe last stronghold of the king of

Moab wasKir-Haraseth( i f ort ress of earthenwareo) and
because of a breakdn in the unity and resolve of the alliance. Because of this the edict of
V.19 was not completely carried out.
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V.26 - fiThe king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore forRoth.-A pr evai | e

against hi mo. tobkhdespekate mgasunet to dhweahimself. He saw that his
only hope was to undermine the wunity of
(baga- to cleave, to rend, break) to the king of Edom, his former ally (2 Chron. 20:22),
and make peace withim. However he was unable to break through and was forced to
retreat into the city. There he undertook one of the most desperate acts recorded in

t

scripture. The Mesha I nscription attribute
andsoinhisextremt y t he king of Moab made the supr

anger.

V.27 - fihe took his eldest son...and offered him for a burnt offeriige public sacrifice

of the crown prince on the wall to Chemosh his god was designed to accomplish two
things. Firstly, it was an appeal to his god who was worshipped with human sacrifice; and
secondly, it was performed in the sight of the invading armies so that they might know that
he had made the supreme sacrifice to invoke the help of his god. Fortdoatgiy this
second purpose was effective in undermining the cohesion of the alliance.

fithere was great indignation against Israel, and they departed from Tima word
indignation is getsephsignifying a splinter (as chipped off); figuratively, ragaijfe. A

split emerged in the alliance probably because the king of Edom was frightened of some
immediate and catastrophic intervention from Chemosh, and so withdrew hurriedly. The
matter had become a religious contest and is another clear demonstratierwetkness

of an alliance based on compromise. There was no unity on religion among Judah, Israel,

and Edom. The tensions were so high in the

retire from Moab even though the war was unfinished (V.19).

For notes on the death of Jehoram refer to the chapter on Jehu king of Israe




JEHORAM -

The lll-fated Murderer
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -i Yahweh rai sedo

FIRST MENTION - 1 Kings 22:50 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 22:11
LENGTH OF REIGN - 8 years from 84841 BC.

FATHER -J ehoshaphat (A YValIREw@&thaliah cf Igraeld g e 0 )
CONTEMPORARY KING - Jehoram 85841 BC.

AGE AT ACCESSION - 32 AT DEATH -40

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER
The righteousness of Jehoshaphat was shaguijrasted with the wickedness of Jehoram

his son in the circumstances surrounding
character, Jehoshaphat bestowed the crown upon his eldest son according to the law of the
firstborn. But not satisfiedwit t hi s o6r i ght f ul successiond

younger brothers in order to remove all potential rivals to the throne. There seems no doubt
that he was motivated to commit this vile crime by his wife Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab
and JezebeMurder was always considered a justifiable political expedient by Jezebel and
her offspring in order to secure power, and that clearly was the object of Jezebel and
Athaliah in becoming involved in the affairs of Judah. Jehoram was only a pawn in the
plansof Jezebel and her daughter to take control of the affairs of both kingdoms. The
subsequent actions of Athaliah confirm that she harboured the ambition of ruling Judah.
Jehoram allowed himself to be manipulated to this end and is portrayed in the seeord a
man who had little or no control over the affairs of his family or the kingdom, although he
always manifested shrewdness in matters of self interest and self preservation.

The history of Jehoram is a long list of disasters as one problem after atetieiupon

him until he was finally smitten by a terrible disease which brought him to a premature and
agonising death. He fully deserved such an end because of the evils he had introduced into
Judah. Backed by Athaliah he embarked upon a deliberate canipgigllute the minds

and corrupt the practices of his people, thus undoing all the faithful work of his father
Jehoshaphat. It is recorded that he seduced Judah to commit adultery by introducing the
vile and i mmor al 0 wo r s h iinpedsecbwas @d wwith the ewils 0 h i
of Jehoram that he moved Elijah, who had earlier been removed in the dramatic
circumstances recorded in 2 Kings 2, to send a withering letter of condemnation to him
proclaiming his impending doom.

Jehoram was a complete mahthe flesh whose evils were made immeasurably more
gross through the influence of Athaliah and his moethéaw Jezebel than they might

have been had not Jehoshaphat foolishly forged a marriage alliance with Ahab. The
consequences of this marriage ailte for Jehoram, his brethren, and the nation of Judah
were nothing short of catastrophi c, and e
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darkest periods. The lesson of this disaster isfold (1) Union with those who have
departed from the Trat doctrinally or morally, is fraught with the greatest of danger and
should not be attempted except where evidence clearly exists that the doctrinal and moral
deviations have been corrected; (2) The selection of a marriage partner is a crucial decision
indetermining the direction of oneds spirit
in the things of the Truth are essential for success if the marriage is to prosper. It was
because Jehoshaphat ignored both of these principles that Judah was iptorgeaistasy.

In summary, Jehoram was a sedfeking murderer and a corruptor of his own people; a
man moved by his wife to commit the grossest of evils. He died as he had lived; in the
corruption of his flesh. The inspired record summarises the miseealbl of Jehoram by
commenting: fiso he departed without being

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF JEHORAMOS REI
1 Kings2 Kings2 Chron.

Accession at age 32 22:50 8:1619 21:1
Murders his own brethren 21:2-4
The Divine estimation of him 8:18-19 21:57
The Edomites revolt against him 8:2022 21:810
His idolatry and wickedness 21:11

A letter of doom from Elijah 21:1215
Attacked by the Philistines and Arabians 21:1617
Dies a horrible death 8:2324 21:1820

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

JEHORAMOS ACCESSI ON AND OCROGNER:4 OF HI S |

V.1 - fAnd Jehoram his son reigned in his sbealthoram had reigned as-@gent with
Jehoshaphat for 7 years (2 Kings 1:17; 3:1). The influence of Athaliah upon higreeas

and it is almost certain she had a part in securing the throne for him while Jehoshaphat was
still alive.

V.2 - fAnd he had brethren the sons of JehoshaphBlhese brethren are named in the
record which is unusual. They were: AzariafhY ah pas ohefl@dcd ewi | | [

Zecharilhh A Yah hath remembered?d; Azariaho (it ¢
same name); Michaeli Wh o i s | i ke E{fdY,a ha nhda sS hjeupdhgaet d oa. |
Jehor am, there were soevemasbdOs fami byl wasSa

Athaliah as a precursor for what was to come upon the house of David at her hand a
decade later (2 Chron. 22:10).

flehoshaphat king of IsraeHe was of course the king of Judah. His frequent attempts at
unity with Israel put the matter in doubt. Now his connection with the house of Ahab had
destroyed his house and was almost to result in the dissolution of the line of David.



Jehoram of Judah

V.3 - fibut the kingdom gave he to Jehoram, because he was the firsthehoshaphat
was generous to all his sons, but when it came to the throne it was a matter of principle
with him to grant succession to the firsthb

V.4 - fihe strengthened himself and slew all his bredhrdde did this to remee all
potential rivals to the throne, but it was for no purpose because his father had secured that
right for him. The hand of Athaliah is observable in this murderous treachery (2 Chron.
22:10). The Divine retribution was to come in poetic fashion ise/éi.

fiand divers also of the princes of Isva€ther members of the royal family and court also
suffered the same fate to ensure Athaliah would have a free hand to govern through
Jehoram.

DIVINE ESTIMATION OF JEH@RAGAron. 21:3

V.6 - fihe walkedn the way of the kings of Israel, like as did the house a¥ Ahails might

be expected from one married to Ahabédés da
departures from the way of truth regardless of how sound upbringing might have been.
Jehoshphat was to blame for this outcome. He had involved his oldest son in a marriage

of épolitical d convenience and as a resul't

V.7 - AiHowbeit the @RDwould not destroy the house of Davidhis is a clear indication

that if thecovenant to David had been lacking Yahweh would have destroyed Jehoram and
his house just as effectively as He did the house of Ahab. Only the existence of the
covenant prevented the abolition of Davidé

THE REVOLT OF THE EDOMIZEShron. 21:81

V8-0ln his days the Edomites revolted fro
t hems el v eThe Eomitas whp dad no king (1 Kings 22:47) sought to throw off

the dominion (yad - a hand, indicating power or means) of Judah. Prefaced by the phrase
Aiin his daysbo, this fact can be attributec
though God released his 6handd from the s
against Judabh. It is interesting to note how many times it is stated that other revolted
Afrom under his hando. He |l ost control bec

V.9 - fiand smote the Edomites which compassed limJne hor amés campai gn
the Edomites turned sour when they encircled him and he wapetled to fight
desperately to escape. He was unable to subjugate them, and while away from home one of
his strongest cities revolted against him.

V.10 - fiThe same time did Libnahredef he name comes from a r 0O«
be whi t e fodress tity invsosteastern Judah near Adullam and a priestly city

(Josh. 21:13). That a major city felt disposed to revolt against their king is testimony to the
cont empt felt for his ways by many of hi s
forsale n Yahweho. The motivation was religio
Levites wh o strongly objected to Jehor am
weakness and took the opportunity to make a firm stand for purity.

e ho

V.11 - fhe made high places in theountains of Judah- Thus undoing J
rned to

work (2 Chron. 17:6; 19:3). He retu
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fiand caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit forncatl@mhoram introduced a
deliberate campaign of corrupticaimed at demoralising and corrupting the people. The
hand of Athaliah is obvious in this, for she had learnt well from her mother (Rev. 2:20).
While the wordfornication (zanah- to commit adultery) can be used figuratively of
spiritual adultery, it seemthat its use here is a reference to the immorgpligtised at

high places (Amos 2:8).

fiand compelled Judah ther@toRoth.-iand seduced Jcontpalladds. The
nadach-t o push of f, and is often tr ameeitet ed T
rendered Aforcedo) . Not content with provi
at places of oO6worshipd, Jehoram, backed by

involve the people in his corruptions (2 Kings 17:21).

EL I JKEHTER OF CONDEMNATION ARBR/ERYON. 21:1P5

V.12 - fithere came a writing from Elijah the praphetlijah had been removed
miraculously some 12 to 15 years before. This letter is implicit proof that he was not dead
and that he was somewhere in thenity of Israel. God had probably removed him to a
secluded place (perhaps Gilead) to live out his days and it was from there he wrote the
condemnatory | ett er mikab-& thingwrittem) is coschedintthe @l e
pasttense,andrecals t he actions of Jehoram after J
written after EIlijahds removal as recorded
alive).

0Thus s@RDGd tdfe [ba vA4Sdch anhingrodfiction Wwas a siing rebuke

of Jehoram and takes the mind back to verse 7. Elijah had watched from afar with
increasing horror and anger at the insinua
the spell of At h aderekadirpad &sdrodden;dig courde ef lif@ afay s (
Jehoshaphat and Asaodo and introduced Ahabds

V.13 - fito go a whoring like to the whoredoms of the house ob Afi&le wordwhoring

here iszanaht he same as Afornicationd in verse 1
ma ri age. It was Jezebel 6s influence throuc
the iniquity. We can only imagine the grief this fact caused Elijah the prophet.

fland also hast sl ain thy bDpD-tatiaide was kwbthec h  we
great cri me. Unl i ke Jehoram his brothers
probably would have reigned after the example of Asa and Jehoshaphat. They certainly
woul d have been fibettero than hi m!

V.14 - fwith a great plague will theORD smite thy peoplé - The word plague is
maggephah ndi cating a pestilence; and can meal
great smitingo (see use Lev. 26:21). Judge
had supported him (Hos. 5:11; Mic. 6:16); onhis hi | dren and wi veso
his murder s, and on his fAgoodsodo because
brethren (V.3).

V.15 - fithou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bbwdlke edict is very
specific. He was to havackness(choliy - malady, anxiety, calamity used 2 Kings 1:2)
caused by disease of thewels(m e 6 -dobe soft; the intestines or the abdomen).
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fiuntil thy bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day ly-déyg. -t i | | t hy bc
come out . Oentdtorsmeiggestothismvas a severe form of dysentery from which,

they say, Antiochus Epiphanes and Herod Aggrippa apparently died. Whatever the
prognosis, his was to be a prolonged, excruciatingly painful and wretched death.

INVASIONS BY THE PHILISTINESARMBIANS2 Chron. 21:167

V.16 - fithe LORDstirred up...the spirit of the Philistidesd Arabians - This was the
antithesis of 2 Chron. 17:401 where the reverse had been true for Jehoshaphat because of
his righteousness. Had Jsthrosdlka phiad desn dtagrsr d
but now unleashes them against Jehoram. There is a simple lesson in this that is timeless
(Prov. 16:7).

fithat were near the EthiopianRoth.-i  wh o wer e under the direc
This statemenseems superfluous but is actually highlighting another contrast with Asa

who is mentioned by Elijah in verse 12. He had been given a great victory over a vast
multitude of Ethiopians by faith (see 2 Chron. 14:13). Now Jehoram is overrun by the
vassals oEthiopia!

V.17 - fithey came up into Judah and brake idgtelRRoth.-Afiand f orced their
The Aplagueodo of verse 14 had begun.

fland carried away all the substance that was found in the king® hdieeprecision of

the fulfil meenndeoninaBliiojna hwass awesome. Firsi
sonso as Divine poetic retribution for v
unfortunately (2 Chron. 22:10) were taken.

fisave Jehoahaz the youngest of his éon¥ehoahazme ans fi Y aechdwoe.h Tsheiisz w
actually Ahaziah who was the only survivor among his sons (2 Chron. 22:1).

DEATH AND OBITUA®2YChron. 21:130

V.18 - fithe LORDsmote him in his bowels with an incurable digeas€he phrase
incurable diseasds interesting. It is two wals @yin marpg meaning fAnot e
Amedi cined or fAcureo; therefore literally,
smitten by God.

V.19 - fin the process of time, after the end of two geaRoth.-Ai n a year be
year . 0 s€d very slowlg én chronic illness especially with such a debilitating
disease as dysentery. The discomfort and unpleasantness is difficult to imagine adequately.
He suffered increasingly worse effdleutbys f or
reason of his sickness. o0 The imagination b.
punishment for his sins. He had chosen corruption as a way of life; now he died in the most
awful physical corruption it is possible to conceive.

fihis people madeo burning for hit- Burning of sweet odours was a mark of honour and
respect. Such had been made for Asa (2 Chron. 16:14). It was not as some think to dispose
of the corrupting corpse. The people as a whole did not love or respect him, though many
had secumbed to his seductive idolatry.

V.20 - fiand departed without being desiredesiredis chemdah delight. Roth- i a n d
went his way unregretted. 0 When AtGhehi ah w
23:21). The operative principle is Prov01 7 . The | egacy of Jehoc
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education was not completely gone. There was still some moral fibre left in the nation but
it was soon to be sorely tested with the mad grab for dominance by Athaliah.



AHAZIAH -

The Doomed Puppet
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -i Yah hath seizedo

FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 8:24 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 22:11
AGE AT ACCESSION - 22 years 2 Kings 8:26 AT DEATH -23
LENGTH OF REIGN - 1 year during 841 BC

FATHER - Jehoram (Judah) MOTHER - Athaliah (Israel)
CONTEMPORARY KING - Jehoram 858341 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The youngest son of Jehoram reigned only 1 year and was completely overshadowed in all
that he did by his infamous mother, h&t hali
was installed on the throne of Judah as a mere puppet by Athaliah who had not yet
summoned the courage to seize supreme power for herself. She dominated her 22 year old
son and counselled him to do wickedly after the ways of the house of Ahab. Tthieiogly
recorded concerning Ahaziahdés character i c
his mother and abandon himself to gross evils as his father had done.

Ahaziah was inseparable from the house of Ahab. He was a true son of Jezebel (his
grandmokter) and it was therefore fitting that he should receive Divine retribution along
with the rest of Ahabdés house in the | an:
convalescing uncle, with whom he had recently joined in war against Syria, he was found
by Yahwehés avenger Jehu who struck him
destruction (treading down) of Ahaziah was

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OEKmWHAZPGWHE.S REI

Accession at age 22 8:24-26 22:1-2
Divine estimation of his reign 8:27 22:34
Makes an alliance with Jehoram 8:2829 22:56
The anointing of Jehu 9:1-13 22:7

Ahaziah slain by Jehu in Israel 9:27-29 22:89

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND DIVINE ESTIMARIGNron22:14

V.1 - fithe inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest sonAihgliah coveted

the rulership of Judah but the people of Jerusalem anocinted Ahaziah the only surviving son
of Jehor am. The Arabi ans h a dfor fhe $laaghter ofa | | t
Jehoshaphatdéds sons (2 Chron. 21:17) . At ha
son, but did not hesitate to grasp the throne upon his death (V.10).
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V.2 - fiforty and two years old was AhaaiaiThis should read 22 as in thengpanion
account of 2 Kings 8:26. It would be impossible to reconcile 42 in view of 2 Chron. 21:5.

fiAthaliah the daughter of OoviHer name means fAiYah has cons
while Jehoshaphat was alive. Now she was unleashed and Judah quiokjgdpinto the
apostasy of the house of Ahab under her leadership. Athaliah was actually the grand
daughter of Omri and daughter of Ahab but curiously Omri is said to be her father. The

reason for this I|ies in thetytodbaziahtahGmri s he
had been to Ahab. omr i has beenmaéaknemor o &l
| srael ( Mi c. 6: 16) . omr i means fAheapingo,

Ahab had done in Israel.

V.3 - fihe walked in the ways of the hooé&haldb- The st atutes were Or
Ahabds, for his i mopoa dieetadvise,dogdeliberate orcesolve) odd | or
wi ckedl y oy a Gednsed ohBalakdn Mic. 6:5.

V.4 - iWherefore he did evil...for they were his counseld he stress laid on this point is

too great to be ignored. It was a natural consequence that with such counsel iniquity would
follow. The principle held true in rever sc¢
when he is old, he will not depdrtr om it 6 ( Pr ov. 22:6) . I n a
nations was now complete. Ahaziah was completely dependant upon the house of Ahab for
direction. The kingdom of Judah which had reached such lofty heights under Jehoshaphat
was now ruled by a 22 yeald king under the complete domination of his evil mother and

her even more evil family.

fito his destructiod- And so it was, literally. He was killed at the age of 23 while on a visit
to Jehoram his uncle in Samaria. Fittingly, he died where he teliyged.

THE DEATH OF AHAZ&HChron. 22:9

V.5 - fiand went with Jehoram...to war against Hazael king of Syria at-Giteadih
There are depressing echoes here of Jehos!
Ahab fighting against Syria at Reth-Gilead (2 Chron. 18).

fithe Syrians smote JoramJ e hor amés i njury was the <cat al
destroyer of Ahabés house (V.7). He retire
Samaria the capital. This was necessary imard t o f ul f i | Elijahés p
the dogs to lick his blood in the portion

V.7 - fithe destruction of Ahaziah was of God by coming to dereine hand of God was

not openly visible in theestriwction (tebuwcah a treading down,e. ruin) of Ahaziah, but
judgement was as certain as any Divine manifestation of power. Divine providence
brought every strand together to ensure fu

fihe went out with Jehoraagainst Jehd-God 6 s chosen avenger bor
AYah is hedo and he was the son of HANi mshi
name which exactly described his work. While Jehoram convalesced at Jezreel, Jehu and
his fellows were jockgng for power at Ramotfbilead until a messenger from Elisha
resolved the issue by Jehu beargpinted(mashach to rub with oil,i.e. to anoint) tocut

off (karath-t o cut , to destroy or consume) Ahab
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against Jehu sk he had recovered sufficiently enough to defend his interests against the
revolt. His dallying at Jezreel proved fatal.

V.8 - AJehu...found the princes of Judalhaziah had taken the royal household with him
including the sons of his deceased brotha@rsvhom he had custody. Consequently the
decimation of the house of David was almost complete. Only very young children
remained in Jerusalem, and all but one of these were to die at the hand of Athaliah (V.10).

V.9 - AANd he sought AhaziahJ e h u Goaghrteds was to become legendarysbigght
(bagash-t o search out, to strive after) Ahaz
Samariao when Jehu pursued Jehor am. Thi s
Samaria but is the term used for thedaAhaziah was caught at Gur by Ibleam on the way

to Megiddo where he died (2 Kings 9:27).

fithey buried hil-The compani on account in 2 Kings
brought his body to Jerusalem and buried him among his fathers. This maansesne
later time.

fiBecause said they, he is the son of JehoshapNahereas the body of Jehoram was left

to be consumed by dogs in the portion of Naboth (2 Kings)9I#hu buried Ahaziah
because he was the son of Jehoshaphat who
his heart. o This formerly obscure captain
reputation of Judaho6s gr e adntal kniwipmg ocatvhesn t h
connection with the house of Ahab.

fiSo the house of Ahaziah had no power to keep still the king@ibmepitaph of Ahaziah

is illuminating. This doomed 23 year old puppet of his mother had no power to bring peace

or tranquillity o hi s ki ngdom because the house of
destruction (V.4). God was in control of events which were shaped to bring about the
inevitable and far reaching judgements upon that house of which he was an integral part.
Therewasony one way to fAkeep still the kingdc
Yahweh as had been shown by Jehoshaphat his grandfather and Asa hjsagdfather

(2 Chron. 14:1,6; 15:15; 17:10).



JEHU -

Y a h w eAhetdger
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -iYah i s hebo
FIRST MENTION -1 Kings 19:16 LAST MENTION - Hos.1:4
LENGTH OF REIGN - 28 years from 84814 BC

FATHER -J ehoshaphat ( AY2aKnged2. He s alsocaledehe soh of
Nimshi (1 Kings 19:16) who was fact his grandfather.

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Ahaziah 841 BC; Athaliah 84836 BC; Joash 83396
BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Jehu is one of the most curious characters to appear in the record of the kings. He
manifested an unquenchable zeal for Yahweh while mizkiag the mission of

anni hilating Ahabdés house, but as soon as
the apostasy of Jeroboam, completely ignor
Therefore, in order to plumb his character, attentiaust be focused on what really
motivated his professed zeal for Yahweh. The scripture provides some valuable clues in
this search.

Jehu massacred in succession, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Jezebel, seventy sons of Ahab, forty two
princes of Judah and many thousawnd$Baal worshippers gathered by his decree to a
special conference in Samaria. The cool and calculated ruthlessness with which he
accomplished the vengeance of God wupon Ah
essence of Jehuds edbhanrfer désteoying thE balise ofcAmaine n d
(2Kings 10:30), but not for the attitude he adopted in accomplishing it. Jehu relished
bloodshed and derived great satisfaction from the destruction of his fellow Israelites, as is
reveal ed i n t hwntydsenawhose befads Aechhadopided upsnawo heaps at
the gate of Jezreel (2 Kings 1at&). His zeal for Yahweh was really only a cloak for a
bloodthirstiness unequalled in the history of the kings; hence God later declared that He
would in thenbfiavadngé Jezreel upon the hou

However, before Jehu was given an opportunity to manifest his bloodthirstiness he appears
as a man of considerable ingenuity in manoeuvring himself into a position of absolute
authority over the armgf Israel. He was one of the captains of Jehoram who had been left
to maintain the siege of RameBilead while the king retired to Jezreel to recover from
wounds received in battle. In the absence of the king, a messenger from Elisha arrived to
anoint Jau the son (grandson) of Nimshi king over Israel in accordance with the
instructions given to Elijah (1 Kings 19:16). The secretive manner of this anointing
provided the backdrop for one of the most interesting revelations of character in the kings.

Thehaty departure of EIlishads messenger was
from Jehuds fellow captains as to the ori
fiYe know the man, and his communicatal ono i

advantage over his fellows, and to condition their minds to accept the coming revelation
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that he had in fact been anointed king. It was a delicate situation masterfully handled by
Jehu who is indeed revealed in the record as a shrewd man in all thumtacob his
dealings with people.

Consider a little more closely the way Jeh
camp (2 Kings 10:5), and it will be seen that Jehu was carefully working out a strategy to

seize control of the army. Whenthesneenger came i n, |l ooked af
an errand to thee, O captaino, Jehu replie

display of humility but a calculated sedffacement to ingratiate himself with his peers so

that his ambition tseize power could be concealed until exactly the right moment. He was
carefully preparing the ground for a rise to the supreme authority of the monarchy which

he knew was available to the man who fulfilled the prophecies of Elijah against the house

of Ahah He had heard Elijah pronounce the do
26,36), and since that time had been waiting for the opportunity to fulfil his ambition of
ruling Israel. The first step was control of the army, and this he ingeniously secured
without bloodshed. The incumbent of the throne and his house were not to be so fortunate
when Jehu moved to secure the monarchy!

Jehu was known by the idiosyncratic driving of his chariot. It appears he drove neither at
full tilt or at normal walking pace kile traversing the countryside, but rather at something

close to a canter, which was the most uncomfortable way possible for the rider. As the
wat chman on the tower of Jezreel observed;
perhaps a testimony diis character. He was an ambitious man, eager to accomplish the
task before him and fulfil his desire to reign, but able to suppress his eagerness only until
his plans could be implemented and the doors opened for him to proceed. He then went
fothwithmu der ous haste and furious agitation
Israel. Truly God knows the hearts of men and can use them for His purpose at the
appropriate season.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF THE REIGN OF JEHidgs 2 Chron.

Anointed by anessenger from Elisha 9:1-10 22:7
Proclaimed king by the army of Israel 9:11-13

Conspires against the wounded Jehoram 9:1415
Advances on Jezreel to des®©l6€y Ahabds hous
Slays Jehoram and fulfils a prophecy 9:21-26

Slays Ahamah king of Judah 9: 27-29 22:89
Slays Jezebel and fulfils a prophecy 9:30-37
Procures the death of Ahabd®l:770 sons
Their heads piled up at gate of Jezreel 10:810

Wi pes out the residue of Ahabdl®llhouse
The house of Aleah massacred 10:1214

Makes a pact with Jehonadab the son of Rechab 10:1517

Massacres Baal worshippers by subterfuge 10:1825

Destroys Baal worship completely 10:2628
Reverts to the idolds of Jda®283loam
Attacked by Hazael dbyria 10:3233

Dies and is buried in Samaria 10:3436
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VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

THE ANOINTING OF JBRWKings 9:110

V.1 - fiElisha...called one of the children of the prophelisha (A To whom EI
sal vati ond) was h e ahdts (8 Kings 4138) that baud beer estabfishetl h e
by Samuel. At the precise moment revealed
of the prophet s o -GilRad totanoint Jehw king aver is@ael &vd folfd t h

1Kings 19:16.

figird up thy loing- This is the language in scripture for obtaining control of thought by the
power of the Word (1 Pet. 1:-3) asCGowpl od | «
represents the spirit word there is spiritual import here.

V.2 - AJehu the son of JeBbaphab-Jehume ans fAYah i s hed. Appro

name means AYahweh is judgeo. Here was t he
Ahabds house. He is called the son of Ni ms
clearfromthishapt er that Ni mshi was his grandf at
root signifying to pull out. The appropria
fimake him arise up from among his brethfrdtoth.-iget him t o ri se up
of his brethreno. He may have been in com
the | anguage conveys a sense of equality

was to make some display of the separation of Jehu from among his peers.

fland cary him to an inner chamlberRoth.-At ake him i nto an inne
Aiinto the i nner part of an i nner chambe
exclusiveness so that it was plainly apparent that something special was being done to him.

Intheupshot his fellow captains interpreted

they thought he was a madman (V.11).

V.4 - fithe young mah- Twice in this verse it is stated that the prophet selected by Elisha
was a fAyoung man. gouthh musthave apprpoaes The reasam sekemsgo

l'ie in the remarkable events that foll ow.
flowering personal ambition and Divine appointment. God intended to unleash his
smouldering ambition to be the onetmab ul d f ul f i | Elijahdés edi

that was now only being restrained by the problem of succession to the throne. How was

an obscure captain to rise to supreme power without meeting the same fate as Zimri? It
would have been easy for Elistmanoint Jehu in a public ceremony perhaps, but this too
would not have achieved the result intended. God needed a man driven by murderous
personal ambition who would see his ticket to power in the meticulous fulfilment of
Elijahés edicthiagaienstgi AhabBgnadending an
secretive mission to furtively anoint Jeht
natural ingenuity and resourcefulness to take over. All Jehu needed was the confidence to
take the step he wakeady contemplating.

V.5 - fiwhen he came, behold, the captains of the host wereositfligese captains of
|l srael 6s army would appear to be all of th
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description of them #fsdrandeiormag équals atdantiubteThe p e |
events that follow reinforce this impression.

fland he said, | have an errand to thee, O captaih i shaés messenger C O
more precise. Approaching the assembled group of captains he fixed his gaza andleh

sai d Al h aabar- samord, @ matter)ttdee ( O ¢ a p-ona ¢ould mistaké o
who was being addressed. Jehuds response i
fAnd Jehu said, Unto which of allussRoth.-i For whi ch of wus all . 0o

Jehu kew the message was for him alone he diplomatically responds in a way that
acknowledged that he was just one captain among a number of equals. This was a cunning
way of preparing his fellows for his impending elevation above them. It is clear that Jehu
wasalready manoeuvring himself into a position to seize absolute authority over the army.
Hi s ambitions, conceived in Nabothés viney
t hat he would fulfil the role of tshee des
opening, and suddenly it had come. But he must proceed cautiously, and so the subtlety of
Jehu came to the fore. He feigned humility before his peers even as his heart leapt in
anticipation of the fulfilment of his dreams.

V.6 - AANnd he arose, and weinto the house-J ehués anointing was
seclusion of ithe houseo. He al one heard t
verse 12. Only the anointing oil poured on his head remained as evidence of the mysterious
visitation ofthe young prophet.

fil have anointed thee king over the people ofdR® keven over Israet This statement is
enlightening as a revelation of the way God viewed Iszaeh after 30 years of the most

hi deous apostasy. They were stildl it he pec
apostate. There remained a remnant in Israel for whose sake God had not abandoned His
people. Compare the position of the ecclesibhgttira (Rev. 2:189).

V.7 - fiThou shalt smite the house of Ahab...that | may a+eDgéne vengeance lay at the
heart of Jehubés elevation. I't was to be ex
and His servants who had stood against Ahab Jezebel at the cost of their lives was to

be savagely avenged. It is noteworthy that no mention is made of the destruction of the
Baal worship that Jehu so assiduously eradicated. To be sure, this was to be swallowed up

in the total annihilation of Ahdbs house, but in this edict
concern: vengeance for the savage and r el
Jezebel.

V.8 - fiand him that is shut up and left in IsyaelThese words gsur and azal) are

employed in alrast every Divine pronouncement against a doomed house. Their probable
meaning is fAhel glle,ssamd fha nared cada)d RYt.r des
transl ates the phrase, iwhet her shut up or
demonstrang the allembracing comprehensiveness of the judgement. No matter what
their status, position, or circumstances; all who belonged to Ahab would perish (V.9).

V.10 - fithe dogs shall eat Jezebel, and there shall be none to bauryJebu had heard
thesewords before (V.226; 1 Kings 21:23). Now he knew he would fulfil them, but even

he was to be surprised by the accuracy of their fulfilment (V.36). When he slew Jezebel he
intended to bury her (V.335), but the dogs prempted him gactly as these words
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implied: andt her en omalsi nig t o phHrasecan diterallyabse rendéred. So it
came to pass (V.357).

fiAnd he opened the door and dled he final scene of this drama served to heighten the
mystery surrounding J e lhouodthe hauseoburst ogemand theS u d ¢
young prophet fled away in the sight of the captains leaving Jehu to emerge covered in

anointing oil. Little wonder they enquired
JEHU PROCLAIMED KING OF ISR2KIings 9:115
V.11 - iwheaefore came this mad fellow totheR o t h . transl at es: i mad

sequence of events furtively played out by an intense and nervous young man with a battle
hardened warrior must surely have been ver
to get no relief as Jehu cunningly spun his web at their expense.

fAnd he said unto them, Ye know the man and his communiedttaa was a bold and

carefully calculated assertion which Jehu knew to be untrue. He did not know the young
man. How were theto know who he was or what his message had been? Cunningly, he
suggests that they were fully aware of the
had a hand in arranging it! The psychological impact of this ploy had been carefully
considered, rad proved very effective.

V.12 - fAnd they said, It is false; tell us BowThe wordfalse is segersignifying a

deliberateie. Rot h . transl at es, fFal se, pray tel/
captains reveals that they were in a defensive and mystified frame of mind, and had been
psychologically prepared for the announce

sezed the moment and made the announcement of his elevation.

V.13 - AiThen they hasted, and took every man his gayméifitis scene has often been
repeated in the annals of human history in both the secular and religious realm. Human
nature is consistent. Be had perfectly used the elements of mystery and surprise to
support his claim to the throne in the we
moment not one of his fellow captains would have the courage to demur from the claims of
Jehu and the acins of his peers. Once he had their commitment of allegiance the rest was

a relatively simple matter of consolidation.

fland put it under himon top ofthe stairRot h. transl| at esietfepypon t
hastened to acknowledge their submisstom Jehud s aut hority by
comprised of their outer robes placed on the stairs where he stood.

fiand blew with trumpets, saying Jehu iskirithe news was spread instantly to the whole
camp as thérumpets(shopha) wailed over the hills oGilead and the captains repeated
the refrain, fAJehu is kingodo throughout the

V.14 - fiSo Jehu...conspired against JooanThe wordconspiredis hitqassemmeaning to

bind onesself, i.e. with others as confederates. This is an important statementin th
cont ext referring not only to what trans
motivation which brought him to power. God can use the burning ambitions of men to
accomplish His purpose.

V.15 - fiAnd Jehu said, If it be your miadsRoth.-fAi | fh siux your -fimi ndye

~

are truly with me. o0 Here is another demons
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consolidation of hi-shpokhkedb6opeer ©ii sTlhse it bt
spirit is concealed behind the facade o#légrianism often seen today in business and
politics. Jehu was a master in the use of such subtlety to get his way, when in fact he cared
nothing for those he called upon to cooperate with him (cp-3,9;15,18).

flet none go forth nor escape out & dity to go to tell it in JezréelRoth.- i |l et no
fugitiveodo or fescapero (Yng.) . The expedi
Jehoram in Jezreel to forewarn him of the coup was obviously wise. As in all transitions of
power there would have beenhose who di d not support J
revealed as a clear thinking man who had thought through his strategy.

THE SLAYING OF JEHORANKIngs 9:1-26

V.17-19 - The drama heightens as Jehu at the head of the army drew near to Jezreel which
has a commanding view of the valley of Jezreel to the east. The watchman on the tower
spied acompany(s h i p hdo@dusnessi.e. of a crowd) and Jehoram sent out two
messengers in turn to ask; #Als it peaceo.
return. The fearsome countenance of Jehu settled with the unmistakable appearance of a
determination that would brook no oppaaitiis vivid in the imagination as we hear his
response: i What hast thou t o -onmeinvheitright peac
mi nd would have done any different to Jeho

V20-0t he driving is kilkentlhd ddiimseihmg -6forJd
Some men were known by thalriving (minhag- driving of a chariot) even in ancient

ti mes. Jehudés i di osfyriously (sl iy g gvackaainess;drom thee d r
rootshaga- to rave through insanijy . Roth. transl ates: Aifor w
Moffatt-Af or he drives | i-Kiewida hmadmaadodon. and h6r a
Jehuds driving was so eccentric as to be
drove at full galbp at all times for this could not be sustained on a long journey, and
furthermore others would not be able to keep up with him. The fact that two messengers
came to him and then fell in behind proves this to be so. It is more likely that his style of
driving showed the animated yet controlled impatience of a man who has a burning zeal to
accomplish a work but is constrained by stubborn realities that frustrate him. The picture is

of Jehu driving his chariot horses at the fastest sustainable gate; prebadgthing akin

to canter. The bone jarring discomfort of

V.21 - AAnd Joram said, Make readyR ot h . : fiHarness. o0 |t i s si
in a chariot to meet Jehu outside the city, for the propbé&lijah required him to die in

the vineyard of Naboth which was by the gate (1 Kings 21:19). By the time his chariot was
harnessed and ready he just had-fthemrei ttaog e €
Nabotho) as Jehu arrived.

V.22 -0 Whpeedce, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are
so madeghdds reasons for the i mpending carrt
messenger in verse 7. His focus was onntheredomgzanuwn- adultery) of Jezebel and

her witchcrafts (kesheph magic, from a root, to whisper; a spek. to inchant or practise

magi c. Rot h. has Aincantationso) . The r1 e
mysterious incantations practised by Jezebel in the fertility cult assdcwth Baal
wor ship. For Jehuds comme nt, Rdatharleammtradskatese b e | 6

fido abound. o Reflection on this reveals th
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evils were her idolatry, not her vicious murders. This was rlatoraa man so used to
bloodshed and bent on more of it.

V.23 - AJoram turned his hands and ledf he RSV says he fdAreined

doing his own driving and in the flurry, w
Ahazi aho ewthelkihgsof Judalp, the turned his chariot unwittingly towards
Nabothdés inheritance which ran beside t he

precision of all these events was too much for coincidence. The hand of the angels was
clearly evident, eveto the eye of Jehu.

V.24 - fAnd Jehu drew a bow with his full streagtihe echoes of the death of Ahab are
| oud here as Jehu fAbent his -BEMNS22BRKRot h. ) 0

fland smote Jehoram between his arms and the arrow wahth@st e arJtech uds ar r ¢
was fired with deadly intent. As the RSV
and the arrow pierced his heart. o

fiand he sunk down in his chadieThe wordsunk (kara- to bend the knee; to sink.) paints
the picturevividly as Jehoram collapses with an arrow piercing his most vital organ.

V.25 - fiThen said Jehu to Bidkar hiscapiaiBi dkar 6 s name appropri.
Hebr ew; # big assassm!lHe was g fiiting assistant for Jehu in this work.

fremenber how that when | and thou rode together afterdAh@bere is interesting
revelation in this statement. Firstly, it is apparent that Jehu and Bidkar had been very close
to Ahab, perhaps as bodyguards, a nndyarth ad h
(1 Kings 21:2@24), or at some later stage when Ahab confided in them. Secondly, there is

the strong inference that ever since that time Jehu had aspired to fulfil the edict of Elijah.

fithe LORDIaid this burden upon him Rot h . : it hiwas ndt@epimitudl mahe h u
(10:31), but he was a believer in Yahweh as God (10:16). His firm conviction that the
burden (massa a burden; chiefly a doom) would fall on Ahab had worked on his subtle
heart to conceive his own part in its fulfilment.

V.26 - AiSurely | have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of bisRoits

-iSurely. .. .have | |l ately seen. o0 That i s,
the treacherous murder of Naboth, Jezebel had also ordered the death of $ustsanhso
heirs could claim a right to the | and. We

because there is no record of their murder in 1 Kings 21.

Al will requite thee in this mat The word forrequite is shalamand is used here in the
sense of reci procation. God plaucheijahyr axci pr o
allotment); the very site of the vicious murder of Naboth and his sons.

THE SLAYING OF AHAZAHings 9:229

V.27 - fAhaziah...fled by theaw of the garden houselit. -it he house of th
This was probably Ahabdéds house near t he
vineyard (1 Kings 21:2).

fiSmite him also in the chadetRoth. captures the urgency of the emphatic Hebrew used
in this commasmit & Hh immai so0ot he chariot. o
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figoing up to Gur, which is by Ibléemdurme ans fAa | i on cubod. It wi
Jezreel near Il bl eam (ADevouring fi
severely wounded hinand it seems he changed direction and headed N
(ARendezvouso0o) seeking refuge.
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fiAnd he fled to Megiddo and died therEhere are problems reconciling this account with

2 Chron. 22:9 which says Ahaziah was found in Samaria, brought to J@hwrsl buried.

If the records are put together it seems that after being wounded he fled to Megiddo (in the
country of 6Samariadé) where he was finally

V.28 - ficarried him...to Jerusalem and buriedhithChron. 22:9 says Jehu buried him out

of respect for the standing of Jehoshaphat before Yahweh. This record may indicate that
when Jehu had moved elsewhere to continue his work the servants of Ahaziah took his
body from Megiddo and reburied him Jeresa.

THE SLAYING OF JEZEBEIKings 9:3@7

V.30 - fAnd when Jehu was come to Jezre&rovidentially Jezebel was at this time in
Jezreel. This was necessary in order to fu

fiJezebel heard of it, and she paintedfde® - Roth.-ishe set her eyes i
wordsshe paintedaresiym puwilsignifying to put (on) paint, or dye: (spec. stibium for the

eyes). Stibium is bluistwvhite in colour. The worgpuwki s tr ansl ated Awit
Jer. 4:30fijrandl & wr s Facdisahe Habeevayin5 dyes1The world

has not charggd! Women have always endeavoured to enhance their beauty and
attractiveness tsoh andeonw 6b ya rpoaui nndt itnhge i6re yeey e s .

fiand tired her head Rot h . : Aor maae nd e dirbddseyatab + td make
we l | (l'it. sound or Dbeautiful) in the sens
to the hairdresserforahal 0 6 as it coul d be expressed i

fiand looked out at a windowJ e z e b eivatios in pamting her eyes and setting her

hair at this time of crisis seems to have been to seduce Jehu. While he was busy chasing
Jehoram and Ahaziah she carefully prepared herself in the only way she knevafiaw
seductress. This inveterate sedusfemen was probably near, or over, 60 years of age, but
was undaunted by the imminent threat to her life. Her survival instincts went into action
immediately. It was characteristic of this incorrigible woman that, in the heat of the
moment, her fierce i blazed out in rage against the man she planned to seduce as he
entered the gate beneath her.

V.31- fiHad Zimri peace who slew his mast®oth.-i Was it peace, when
|l ord. o IRSMt peace, you Zi mri grhatrheteonwas o f
dead she sarcastically recalls the history of 50 years before (1 Kingd@6:Bhere is
brazen defiance in this tirade, especially

V.32 - AANnd he lifted up his face to the window and said,is\éro my side - Jehu was
single minded in his purpose. He demanded support from within the palace, counting on
there being some who desired the end of such a woman. He was right for:

fithere looked out to him two or three eundeliBunuchsis caric - to castrate; a eunuch.
These were probably palace chamberl ains.
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and teacher of whoredoms should die at the hands of euno@swho were not likely to
be seduced by her.

V.33 - AiThrow her down- The wordthrow down - shamatmeans to fling down. Roth.

AHur I her down. o This was easier said tha
being thrown out of the second story window to her death. This fact is clearly indicated in
the record.

fiand some of her ldd was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horsEsr her blood to be
sprinkled on both the wall of the building and on the horses below indicates that she was
bleeding profusely as she fell. She must have fought furiously to avoid going out of the
window, and when the eunuchs finally got her outside and released her grip she appears to
have grabbed desperately at the wall protrusions in an attempt to break her fall. The
flailing of bleeding arms and legs would sprinkle blood in the manner described.aWhat
fitting death this was for the woman who
servants who could not escape her wicked hands (verse 7).

fiand he trode her under foetRSV-fiand t hey trampled on her.
reserved for the worstfo Goddés enemies ( Mic. 7:10) . I n
and his men simply drove their chariots over the still twitching corpse of Jezebel as it lay

in the gutter of the main street of Jezreel (1 Kings 21:23).

V.34 - AAnd when he was come in, lie et and drirk- Jehu immediately indulged in a
banquet to celebrate his success. Perhaps he involved the sympathetic nobles and leaders
of the city, although many of the henchmen of Ahab and Jezebel who had arranged the
murder of Naboth were curiousdy this time in Samaria (10:1).

fiGo and see this cursed woman, and buryéhd he wor d fAwomano i n
deleted to give the real sen€tursedis arar - to execrate. YngcAi Look after | [
this cursed one. o0 Jehu intended a dignifie
intended ot her wi se. He had said Athere wou
if or she i s a- Skewasgliedaughteruof) Ethibaal king of the Zidonians

(AKings 16:31). Jehudés O6dignifiedd treat mel

for Jehoshaphat king of Judah because he was a man of God. His words here betray his
humble background. As a commonéen to the purple he had an ingrained respect for
royalty despite his hatred of Jezebel as a person.

V35-0t hey found no more of her than the sku
The buri al party found o nWhjeJehh ate imtbenpalacen t s
the dogs dined on her body in fulfilment of 1 Kings 21:23 (V.36). But even these vile
creatures could not cope with telull (gulgoleth- a skull; as round), hdeet (regel - a

foot; as used in wat kha gaphs theahplidw df theehand pra | ms
palm). Having eaten most of Jezebel and probably carrying off the remainder, the dogs
providentially left those parts of the body which repregamtking, walk, andworks.

This was a sign from God that not evesgd (who can eat their own vomit) would choose

those parts of Jezebel that symbolised her moral corruption. She was the archetype of all
that is evil and perverse; a complete manifestation of the flesh; mentally, morally and
physically.
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V.37 - fithe carcas®f Jezebel shall be as dingRoth.-i Become | i ke heaps
the face of the field. o This became | iter:
their dung in the fields surrounding Jezreel.

fiso that they shall not say, This is Jezebdkoth.- i s 0 t hcartnhot sap @y Ther e
would be no grave and no memorial to Jezebel so that men could not honour her in death.
Nothing was to remain of this wicked woman to memorialise her corruptions and idolatry.

THE ANNI HI LATI ONO2KKkgs OHIABG6 S HOUSE

V.1 - AAhab had seventy sons in San@afid he ref erence to Ahabds
the children of Jehoram as well and represented the entire royal line. The slaughter of all
Ahabdéds O6chil drend was Divine q themurder of ust i
Naboth and his sons. This context should be compared carefully with 1 Kings 21 as there
are many similarities.

fiJehu wrote lettecs- T hi s i s what Jezebel had done to
21:8).

fiunto the rulers of Jezréel Strangely therulers (sar - a head person) of Jezreel were at

this time in Samaria. Jehu was in Jezreel and sent his letters to them in Samaria. Jezebel
had written from Samaria and sent her letters to these same men in Jezreel. The poetic
nature of this judgment is very precise, and was quite deliberate.

fland to them that booRothhit tbpmAWhOdhadhiblea
par ent s . 0 orehim- tovioster s parent or nurse. But where was Jezebel? She
was their mother or their grandmoth&he seems to have been too preoccupied with the
pleasures of her vile Baal worship and other pursuits to have concern about the upbringing
of her chil dren. That task was committed
mur der ers of Natmestthe desordgebers $0!thest Foster parents. Clearly

the lesson is not to be ignored in this generation where the standards of society in respect
to bringing up children are set by O6career

V2-4-fiseei ng your mwithyowe There is a lmold shallangesin this letter.
They had the 6heirsdé6 to Ahabés throne and
fight to restore Ahabés dynasty? Jehuds aj
his letter were caused consider step by step the chances and the cost of mounting a
successful resistance. Even thest(Roth.-A g 0 0 d | | meetesiypshaa-stchight or
even.Roth-Af i ttesto) of their fimasterdso sons
theirown | i ves. For this cause tihfeggarwed et Mew
greatl yo) knowing that #Atwo Kkingso, Jehor
their are echoes from 1 Kings 21. Jezebel had instructed the same elders of Jeeteel to
Naboth Aon higho among the people and t hen
hi m. They had felt this fear before too,
demand.

V.6 - fiif ye be mine Roth.-A 1l f mi ne ye arre.pr ddwecesdckcmnrde
prodding by Jehu with a heavy price tag:
Caught between seffreservation and death they obeyed, and conveyed the grisly cargo in
basketqduwd- a pot for boiling; by resemblance of glea a basket) to Jezreel.
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V.8 - fiLay ye them in two heaps at the entering in of the g¥tey. -i Ma ke t hem t
heaps. o0 Perhaps there were two heaps to al
into the city. There may also have beenanaluwsi t o Nabot hdés sons fo
near the gate of the city (9:21).

V.9 - fiYe be righteous: behold | conspired against my master and slew him: but who slew all
thesed - Jehu was a remarkable character. He delighted in bloodshed and plainly derived
some satisfaction from watching the discomfort of others who were implicated in his
bloodthirsty work. This is the reason for his condemnation in Hos. 1:4. The biting sarcasm

of his opening words, AfYe be righteduso
against the people was indicative of an attitude that was not acceptable to God. It was good
that he would Il et nothing dAfall unt o the e

but he was not justified in deriving so much pleasure from execiltingidgements.

V.11 - iSo Jehu slew all that remained of the house of Ahab in dedteelelimination of

the remainder ofinsfokb @doad-¢s ohdmoev. amRadt h. : filac
and his priests was total. As Rotherhpnut s i t |, there was fAnot
survivor .o

THE HOUSE OF AHAZIAH DESTR&XKings 10:124

V.12 - fihe was at the shearing house in thedw&@hearing houseis beth eged house of
binding (for shearing). In the Hebrew the warch 6(t@ tend a flock) appears in the text.
Note the margin of the AV. Yng. transl ates

V.13 - AJehu met with the brethren of AhaziaRoth.-iso Jehu | i ghted up
brothers were dead so these wdre 42 sons of his brethren (2 Chron. 22:8). Not having
heard the news of Jehuds coup and Ahaziah
(shalon) their relatives in Samaria whose heads now graced the entrance of Jezreel. Their

visit indicates intimateiln ks bet ween the two royal house
Jehoram. True to the meaning of Ahaziahos
in the Divine judgements, Jehu having prov

V.14 - fiand slew them at the pitthe shearing house Roth.-is | ew t hem (cast
into the pit.o Thus the only survivors of
soon only Joash (the youngest) remained of them (2 Chron.-22)10

JEHUG6S PACT WIGZKingdlEIBIONADAB

V.15 - fhe lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to méet hétmonadab,
whose name means AWhom Yahweh i mpel so, W
Rechabites who maintained their faithfulness to God and their family principles right
through to the days of Zedekiah the last king of Judah (Jer. 35:6,8,14,19). They were a
unique family in Israel whose roots were in the Gentile tribe of the Kenites (1 Chron. 2:55)
from which the family of Jet hr o hoards ecnoanmed (
or Athe ridero and it is fascinating to se
joins Jehu in his work. He had come out tc
earnestly desired to see the eradication of Baal worship oldrttieand the restoration of

the pure worship of Yahweh.
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oOhe saluted him, and said to him, -Jesu t hy
saluted (barak - to bless. Roth.ib | es s ed o) Jehonadab righhd as|
(yashar- straightywi t h him as Jehub6és heart was with
uncompromisingly straight. As it turned out Jehonadab remained straight but Jehu proved
to be crooked. Jehonadab watched with gr o\
reformation came ta depressing end as the materialism and pleasures of the throne eroded
his professed zeal for Yahweh. As palace, fields and vineyards, and the distractions of
wine undermined Jehub6s resolve Jehonadab 1
principles b govern his own family, then and through successive generations (Jer).35:6

filf it be, give me thine hand Extending the hand was a mark of unity and sealed their
covenant pledging friendship and fidelity in their common objective. So he drew luim int
the chariot (merkabal). Compare and contrast 1 Kings 2638

V.16 - iCome with me and see my zeal for @rROh- Zeal is ginah - jealousy. That Jehu

had to boast about his zeal for Yahweh immediately called its genuineness into question.
Jehonadab nded to make no such claim of zeal. Every one knew it. That is why he had
come out to meet Jehu.

fiSo they made him ride in his charidRide is rakabthe root of Rechab, and the word for
chariot is rekeb (a different word to V.15). There is a play on w&rdere as the man
Awhom Yahweh i mpelso, the son of #Athe ride

THE MASSACRE OF THE BAAL WORSHIPPERgs 10:138
V.18 - fAhab served Baal a Ktlbut Jehu shall serve him machThis cunning ploy to

embolderBaal 6 s adherents and devotees to unwit
choi ce i s characteristic of Jehuos met hod

people through a cunning blend of deceit and compulsion.

V.19 - fiBut Jehu did it in subgf i Subtilty is gogbah- a trick; trickery. Roth-ibut Je hu
acted craftilgahkavi $heérnoet aweddfit o suppl an:
(Gen. 27:36; Hos. 12-3).

V.21 - fithe house of Baal was full from one end to ampttRoth.t r ans | at es : i w
from door to door . o Lit. the words me an
response f-aomdenhnee débs ettifat t he house of the
hold them.

V.22 - fithe vestrg - meltachah to spread out; a wdrobe. That is, of the priests.

fiBring forth vestments for all the worshippers of Badlhesevestments(lebush- a
garment) served the purpose of identifying Warshippers(abad - to work, to serve) of
Baalwhen the time came to slaughter them. Talsp served to ensure that worshippers of
Yahweh who might have inquisitively come into the place would be identified. No servant
of the true God could don the garb of a priest of Baal. Just to be sure though Jehu, under
pressure from Jehonadab, insisteat theysearch(chapphas to seek) for any servants of
Yahweh (V.23). Jehu had gone to extraordinary lengths to conceal his true intentions, and
obviously savoured every moment of this subterfuge. He always manifested a cool and
ruthless shrewdness inalemg with people who were doomed.
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V.26 - fithey brought forth the image$ Imagesis matstsebah a column. Roth-

fiidolatrous pillars. o

V.27 - fiand made it a draught hodseDraught houseis machareshah a sink. Roth-
iseweunse. oiflREStVIThisnwas a very fitting end for a house of moral
corruption. Jehu made it into a public toilet!

THE DIVINE ESTIMATION OF dRHlihgs 10:2391

V29-0 Howbeit from the sins -dHere’kamostlswpasain. . Je
t he wor do fAvhhoiwcbhe i Rot h. transl ates fANeverthe
Baal wor ship out of | srael (V. 28) reverte
difficulty of complete reformation once apostasy obtains a firm foothold and becomes
accepted as theorm.

V.30 - fihast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in mioe Bearh u 6 s
work was in fact Yahwehoés work. He had doi
his relish for bloodshed and not for purity (Hos. 1:4).

fithy children of théourth generation shall sit on the thrdrélis was the longest dynasty
in Israel lasting nearly 100 years. God is faithful to His promises even though men are
rarely deserving of the benefits received.

V.31 - AJehu took no heed to walk in the law ofLthR® - Heedis shamar- to guard,
protect. This was his stumbling bl ock. E x 1
as a warrior, he was not so inclined towards Divine principles and the positive aspects of
love for God and the truth by continuous spiritual developniEnmie manifests what is
truly in the heart of men, and it soon rev
heart. o

JEHUGS DECLI NEKINgSNO3IZ®EATH

V.32 - filn those days thedRDbegan to cut Israel shoHRoth.-ibegan Yakeweh t

i nroads i n-filtsor aceault. 6o fRS\W ar t sii couft losfrfaetlhed e
reign of Jehu heralded a period of eclipse for Israel beginning with his submission to
Shalmaneser king of Assyria in 841 BC the year of his accession. A.HdLdigaovered

the Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser 111 in 1846 which is now in the British Museum. It
depicts Jehu bowing in submission to the Assyrian king and the inscription mentions his
name.

OHazael smote t hem-Hazaelhbddippe heacoabkeési ofj ud
house in accordance with 1 Kings 19:15, for he had wounded Jehoram at Rzleath

(9:15), which was the catalyst for the rise of Jehu. Now he had a role in punishing Jehu for
his perfidy in retur ed(@@l®). Hisccampagnopbobahlydase g o |

l ater in Jehudés reign as he too had to con
V33-fFrom Jordan east wa r-dhe entiré drea dfiGleasthstvardl o f

or as Roth transl ates, itowards sunriseo W
the Aendsodo of I srael that God began to fAcu

V34-0Now the rest of the ardbubdd dcotiedbhywvama
Godbés prophets but have not been preserve
Ami ght o, but it was not in the directions
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Ahabés house. The record is sil earmiteryabout
disappointing failure to the few in Israel like Jehonadab who saw his rise as the best hope
in 90 years of restoring Israel to the pure worship of Yahweh.



ATHALIAH -

NnThat wi cked womano
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -i Yah hath constrainedo

FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 8:26 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 24:7
LENGTH OF REIGN - 6 years from 84B56 BC

FATHER - Ahab (IsraelfiResembl i ng t he fathero
MOTHER - Jezebel (Zidon)ii Chast e 0

BROTHERS - Ahaziah and Jehoram (Israel)

CONTEM PORARY KING - Jehu 841814 BC

SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - 2 Chron. 24:7.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The epithet, AThat wicked womano, 1is the
of Jezebel (2 Chron. 24:7). She is distinguished in the record of Kingedaacts that

amply encapsulate the achievements of her rule. The callous murder of all the children of
the royal household, excepting the baby Joash, who narrowly escaped death through the
intervention of the faithful Jehoshabeath, illustrates the momdecontempt of Athaliah

for Yahweh and the seed of David who were to occupy the throne in accordance with the
promise made to David. During her career, firstly as the wife of Jehoram and the
dominating mother of Ahaziah, and then as sole ruler of Justad,manifested utter
contempt and bitter hatred of the things associated with Yahweh and His covenant with
David, and sought to expunge the Truth from the minds the people of Judah. In enticing
the people away from the things of God she was effectivelyneni t t i ng A mur de
massive scale after the pattern established in the brutal slaying of the royal seed.

The second thing noted of Athaliah was th
dedicated all of its vessels of service to Baalim. This waes df the Temple, but also of

the nation as a whole, who constituted At
Godbés ecclesia and to turn its living RAve:s
as well for Judah that she only partiallycseeded in fulfilling this objective, for surely

God would have terminated the history of Judah as a kingdom much sooner than he did.

The appalling condition into which Judah
policies towards the house of Ahad fly mat ured during the 6
reign. How low Judah had slipped that a vile and corrupt woman, the daughter of Jezebel,
the most hateful woman in scripture, should sit on the throne once occupied by David and
Solomon. Not even the idabnditioned and spiritually apathetic people of Judah were

able to tolerate such a state of affairs, and openly rejoiced when Jehoiada overthrew the
hated usurper and had her slain, after 6 long years in which he had been preparing the child
Joashtobebrught forth to the peopl e. 't -i s si
the number of man and the fl esh! Upon hel



Athaliah of Judah

l and rejoiced; and the city was quinhgeat 0; f
welcome Sabbath (the seventh year).

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF ATHALI AHGS R

2 Kings 2 Chron.
Seizes power upon the death of Ahaziah 11:1-3 22:1012
Reigns for six years 11:3 22:12
Jehoiada prepares to overthrow her 11:411 23:1-10
Joash crowneds king 11:12 23:11
She rushes into the temple 11:1314 23:1213
I's slain by the kingosliln®l6s e 28ka15e
Jehoiada destroys her idolatry 11:1718 23:1617
The kingdom is set in order 11:1921 23:1821

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ATHAL | A HRE®F B@BNER Chron. 22:102

V.10 - fiBut when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziahhis is a revealing phrase for effective
power was in Athaliahds hands and her i nd
illustrated by 2 Chron. 22:2 and 24:7.

fisaw that her son was déadHer direct link to power thus severed, she hastened to seize
absolute control for herself. There is obviously no sorrow or mourning for her son, or for

her brothers who had been slain by Jehu. The rise of Jehu did notatedenbitions, nor

did the fact t hat ithe house of Ahazi ah h
Athaliah was driven by wild and murderous ambition.

fishe arose and destroyed all the seed royal of the house ob Jddehworddestroyeds

dabar- to arrange, figuratively to speak; rarely (in a destructive sense) to subdue. A more
unnatur al and despicable act it is djffici
Yng. transl at es festieeehildren bf Abhahiah. Thercoulgl dod mave;

been many, and they could have been no older than 8 or 9 as Ahaziah died aged 23.

V.11 - fiBut Jehoshabeath the daughter of the &kinghe Davidic promise was gravely
threatened, and God will always provide Himself with a man or womariineaof crisis

such as this. He had prepared a remar kabl
(Strongds )i Whoors eG eosaet nh.i.eislse wNoastvears hyoYahweh, hence
worships and serves Him. She is referred to 3 times, and each tineedasigiinter of king
Jehoram. Hence it seems she was not the daughter of Athaliah, but of another wife. Her
faithfulness to God is obvious in the one glimpse we get of her in the record.

fitook Joash the son of AhaziashJoashme ans i Yfaihrweedhdo s dmad hler 6 s
AfiWhom Yah hath seizedo.

fiand stole him from amomgRothhifet tka tn gwer e olmesi n
This translation serves to highlight the real urgency and drama of the situation.

fiand his nurse- yanag- to suck; togive milk. Joash was probably®%months old.
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fiin a bedchambeér mittah- a bed (as extended) for sleeping or eating. The word always

refers to a fAibedo. Yng. has: Ainto the in
fithe wife of Jehoiada the priestHis namemans AYahweh kihWho o, 0
Yahweh cares foro. Here was a curious ma

princess of Judah who could not have been older than 25! Together in this union there was
an association of royalty and priestldooln fact, Jehoiada was effectively a kipigest
(2 Chron. 24:16).

fifor she was the sister of AhazialThis fact is stated as a reason also for her action. She
had ready access to the palace.

fihid him from Athaligh Hid is cathar - to hide (by coveng). Roth.-Af r om t he f a
At hali aho. This would not have been easy

V.12 - fAnd he was with them hid in the house of God sixdye¥fhen it was safe Joash

was moved from the beth a mb e r i n t hoethe kafety gféttee Tgmalé and e
Jehoiadads <care. Aa wlaé¢ s ahowdd (2 Ghiydrd
years (e.f | eshl y) , and is a type of the relig
which enjoys power for 6 millenniums untiverthrown by the Kingpriest (Christ) at the

start of the 7th Millennium (2 Chron. 23:1).

fiand Athaliah reigned over the kan&he controlled the land, but did not control the hearts
of the people of the land (see 2 Chron. 23:21).

JEHOIADA PROCLAIMS JOKSNG 2 Chron. 23:11

V.1 - AANd in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened him3$&k ageing priest, who was

to become such a dominating force for good during the reign of Joash, waited until the
opportune moment to overthrow Athaliah and instal fast surviving son of David on the
throne at the tender age of 7. To achieve this he hattdngthen(chazag- to fasten

upon, to seize, be strong) himself, whi ch
with himo. The RSiWnttrearesdl atneso tah ec oprpraacst ed
i nto hi s confidence were named: Azari ah
(Acompassionateod) ; | shmael (AGod will hear
who was probably a ang(tClronnl7:15) andtleehAzasidhdhe h a t (
son of Obed (Aservingo); Maasei ah (Awor k
adornedod); and Elishaphat (AGod of judgeme

also distinguished himself in the time of Jehos$tzg2 Chron. 17:16).

V.2 - fAnd they went about in JudehT he f act t hat Jehoiadads
throughout Judah building support for a coup illustrates that feeling against Athaliah was
very strong. Neone came and warned her of her impendiegise. It required only

strong leadership and the support of prominent men to overthrow her.

V.3 - AANd all the congregation made a covenant with the-Kiitg companion account in
2Kings 11:4 says they made a covenant with Jehoiada. In a verseres# he was the

A ki ng dChran.s24:16 indicates. He was ultimately buried among the kings in
recognition of this fact.

iBehol d, t he kionCyobnsp asroen 2s hkailnlg sr elilgnd whi ch
the kings son. The empirical proofthatDa# 6 s | i ne had survived g
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V.4 - fion the sabbath- Jehoiada made elaborate plans for the next Sabbath. The
intensification of activity in the Temple and the gathering of the people for normal Sabbath
worship provided both a good covend an opportunity to anoint Joash before all the
assembled congregation.

V.5 - fithe gate of the foundatidn | t is called ASuro in 2 Ki
it ur neie. daefidraed. From the description it appears to have been a principal
entance to the Temple compound.

V.8 - fifor Jehoiada the priest dismissed not the codrs@here were the 24 courses of
priests serving one week, ending on the Sabbath, who were chosen by lot (1 Chron. 24:1
19; Luke 1:8). Jehoiada retained the outgoinggtsi so as to build up extra numbers for
the coming coronation of Joash.

V.10- fthetemplé-The word occurs three times in th
Roth., as it should be (hote AV mg.).

V.11 - fiand gave him the testimanyThe wordtestimory (eduwth) refers to a copy of the
Law (Isa. 8:16&20). Though too young to appreciate it, Joash was being instructed that
this was the only basis for a successful rule (Deut. 1208

fland put upon him the croavh The wordcrown is nezer- something set apart; from root
nazar - to hold aloof, to dedicate. The latter is the root of the word Nazarite. Joash was
being dedicated to a life of service to Yahweh based upon the Word.

fiGod savethekilggRot h. mor e <cor r ehcet Ikyi ntgr alnisvieadt.e s :
ATHALIAH SLABN Chron. 23:1P25

V.13 - fiand such as taught to sing praiseRoth.-iand such as | ed tF
praiseo. This is a referen3e to the Levit

fiThen Athaliah rent her clothes, and saelasbn, Treas@n The margin of the AV has
AConspir acy o0Trehsorrwhiah hsegeshere andalliance (usually unlawful).
Typical of her kind she did not seem to remember her own seizure of power involving the
most hideous treason of allhe murde of the royal family of David.

V.14 - fiHave her forth of the rangesRoth.-i Ta ke her forth within
Afbet ween the rankso. At haliah was surroun
of the Temple court to be slain in the adjomstreet.

V.15 - fiSo they laid hands on BerBoth Roth. &« RVvhavei So t hey made way
That is, none of the people sought to associate themselves with her.

fithe horse gate- This was evidently not the horse gate of the city wall, but oreriagt
the kingds house.

THE KINGDOM SET IN ORDER BY JEH{2AIb/oN. 23:181

V.16 - fithat they should be th®IR D pedpl® - This was always in doubt while Athaliah
ruled, because of her insidious corruptions. Baal worship was conducted side iftside

the worship of Yahweh in Jerusalem. There was now a need for urgent reformation to rid
the land of all forms of idolatry.
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V.17 - fiThen all the people went to the house of Baal, and brake Gt-dbmnresponse
evoked in the people was active andujea. It was ironical that Baal worship had been
destroyed out of Israel six years earlier but still flourished in Judah as the awful legacy of
compromise by Jehoshaphat with the house of Ahab.

fland slew Mattan Hi s name means fiat ipnrge sheen tsoh,o uslod ibte
his god fAbefore the altarso.

V.18 - fithe offices- Roth.-Ait he over si ght o.
fwhom David had distributedRoth.-is et by cour seso.
V.20 - fhigh gaté- Roth. and RSMi Upper gat eo.

V.21 - AANnd all the people of the lamjoiced - The wordrejoicedis sameach blithe or
gleeful. Athaliah had ruled the land, but not the hearts of the people (22:12). Universal
rejoicing greeted the news of her death and the cityquiet (shagat- to repose) enabling
Jehoiada to pursuds reforms.



JOASH -
The Ungrateful Dependant

(JUDAH)

HEBREW-fiYah#wvéh edo

FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 11:2 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 25:25

LENGTH OF REIGN - 40 years from 83596 BC

AGE AT ACCESSION - 7 years AT DEATH - 47

FATHER -Ahazi ah (fAYah hMOTHERsZi bedb) (AA f emal e

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Jehu 841814 BC; Jehoahaz 81/®7 BC; Jehoash 796
781 BC.

SIGNIFICANT FACT - Omission in the genealogy of the kings in Matt. 1.

SUMMARY OF CHARARTE
Joash is one of the great tragedies of the period of the kings. His early reign under the firm

spiritual guidance of Jehoiada marked a tu
At haliahdés rul e, and t he s umfrtermogat lyouse 6f A h a
Judah, came to an abrupt end with the deat
the age of seven, of the sole and righttful

of Jehoiada the high priest successfully guided Hmhyoung king and the nation on the

path of reformation. The fruit was a restoration of faithful service to Yahweh which had
suffered enormously through neglect under the successive reigns of Jehoram, Ahaziah, and
Athaliah, each of whom had assiduougisomoted the idolatrous Baal worship of the
house of Ahab in Judah. All went well until the death of Jehoiada, and then the real
character of Joash was revealed with tragic results for both him and the nation.

Jehoiada the high priest was the uncle oBliday his marriage to Jehoshabeath the sister

of Ahazi ah, the young kingds father. Dut
virtually king, as the young child was clearly incapable of ruling Judah at the age of seven.

In his cap-pried by Jaboiikdagwas the strength
ecclesia as it slowly recovered from the &
stood behind Joash he reigned well, and the nation responded to his reforms and his efforts
to repair the Tple. Princes and people alike willingly and joyfully contributed to the
repairing of the Temple, and such was Joas
finally moved to censure his uncle for what he interpreted as procrastioatiba project.

However, Joashos zeal and ent husi digeth f or
When the towering presence of Jehoiada was removed by old age, the young king who had
been dependent upon his uncle all his life was suddenly thrust upon his own ®satice
when the first test came he was found want
gone, and the princes of Judah who had responded to the imposing stature of Jehoiada in
Divine things knew that Joash did not possess the same depth of aharactine old
priestdés unshakeable faithfulness to Yahw
individual in his own right, and that he had been entirely dependent upon his mentor and
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guide for direction and strength. Sensing that the time was righhdover their real
sympathies, they approached Joash with a proposal to reintroduce the idolatrous and
fleshly worship of Asherah which Jehoiada had removed. The sensual pleasures associated
with the idol worship in the high places had not been forgotied the princes of Judah
sought a return to the open Areligiond of
the flesh. Jehoiada would not have tolerated such a thing and they knew it, but now he was
gone, and they were sure that the Truthrbtirun as deep in Joash as it had in his uncle.
They were right, and Joash succumbed to their pressure, and immediately proceeded to
undo all the good of his early years.

Yahweh sent prophets to warn Joash of the consequences of his apostasy, buhee and
princes of Judah were unmoved, until the spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of
Jehoiada who had become the high priest upon the death of his father. So vehemently did
Zechariah condemn the rulers of Judah for their apostasy that they coraginest him

and secured his death by commandment of the king. Joash had turned a full circle. From a
child totally dependent upon Jehoiada he had now become a ruthless murderer through the
influence exerted upon him by the princes of Judah. The reaslthe death of a man (his

own cousin) who was endeavouring to uphold the same principles which his father had
diligently taught Joash. This fully illustrates how shallow his character was, and reveals
him as a man who was easily influenced to do eitteerdgor evil, depending on the
prevailing attitudes of those with whom he associated.

Joash the boeking and Zechariah the higiriest elect had shared the same home and
received the same education from Jehoiada. They were cousins, and it is probable that
they had grown up together; and yet in the
Jehoi ada, without whom he could not have
presents him as being callously ungrateful in addition to being shallow.

The denise of Joash was fitting and exquisitely poetic. A small army from Syria decimated
Judahés forces and slew the princes who
invading forces left Joash wounded and helpless, and this tragic king met death atithe han

of those upon whom he was totally dependent in his disttéssown servants. As he had

begun, so he died: helpless in a {ohdmber; killed by two servants who are described
extraordinarily as the sons of an Ammonitess and a Moabitess. Inexohabiyind is

drawn back to the origin of Moab and Ammon who were conceived as Lot lay helpless in

the hands of two women (his daughters) after reaping the consequences of forsaking his
uncl e and associating with the éprincesd o

HARMONY OF THE RIRDS OF THE REIGN OF JOASH

2 Kings 2 Chron.
Rescued from Athaliah by Jehoshabeath 11:1-3 22:1012
Crowned king at the age of seven 11:412 23:1-11
Jehoiada organises his kingdom 11:1721 23:1621
Reigns wel | under Jehoi ad®Ad3 gui 84al8c e
Collects money to repair Temple 12:46 24:45
Rebukes Jehoiada for delay 12:7-8 24.67

Collection taken up in Temple 12:910 24:811
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Repairs to Temple completed 12:1116 24:1214
Jehoiada dies aged 130 24:1516
The princes seduce Joash into idolatry 24:1718
Yahweh sends prophets to rebuke him 24:19
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada rebukes him 24:20
Zechariah stoned in the Temple court 24:2122
Invaded by Hazael king of Syria 12:1718 24:2324
Slain by his own servants 12:1921 24:2526
Final sunmary 24:27

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND DIVINE ESTIMARIGNron. 24:3

V.2 - AJoash did...right in the sight of theRDall the days of Jehoiadla This is a
significant statement, for Jehoiada was effectively king, and while his influemzenexd
Joash reigned well . This was for about 23

V.3 - iJehoiada took for himtwowisesEven i n the selection of
took charge. Joash could not have received a better start. All the infll@noght to

bear upon him in his early years were carefully guided by the wise and faithfybrégh

and his wife Jehoshabeath.

2 Kings 12:B
The companion record in 2 Kings 121provides some additional details:

V.1 - filn the seventh year of JéhuJ e hu sl ew Ahazi ah, Joashos
coup. As Joash was only seven at the ti me
only have been a few months old when At hal

V.2 - fiall his days wherein Jehoiada the priestriicted hira- The wordinstructedis yara

- to flow as waterje.t o r ai n; fig. to point out, henc
Hos. 10: 12, and Ateachingo in 2 Chron. 15
during hisearlyreignHe was diligently instructed by &

V.3 - fiBut the high places were not taken awde high places remained, and effectively
decentralised Judahés worship. This was
house of Ahab. It wa®tlead to disastrous results when Jehoiada died.

JOASH REPAIRS THE TEMILEhron. 24:14

V.4 - AJoash was minded to repair the house of @R~ Mindedis im lebsignifying, in
conjunction with the heart. Rothfit hat was near the heart of
Joash responded to Jehoiadads instruction
repair (chadash to be new; to rebuild. Roth.i r e n e w 06 of theeslbamefs neglect

of the rulers since Jehoshaphat.

V.5 - fisee that ye hasten the madteHastenis mahar- to be liquid, flow easily.e. hurry.

There was a trace of the impatience of youth in this command, although Joash was correct
to seek edry compl eti on of the project. He wa
hastened it noto.
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V.6 - AANd the king called for Jehoiada the piiesthis is the first indication of Joash
showing real independence from Jehoiada who was now nearing 130 fyages Gadly,

it takes the form of a rebuke for alleged procrastination. Joash criticised his adopted father
for not organising quickly enough tleellection (maset tribute) to assist the renovation of

the Temple.

V.7 - fifor the sons of Athaliah These were the sons lost by Jehoram in 2 Chron. 21:17;
the brothers of Ahaziah (see also 2 Chron. 22:8).

fithat wicked womar This epithet is one worthi r s h-a demalenwicked doer. Roth.
transl ates: fAAthaliah t he hdrmatheredezabel.. She w

fiall the dedicated things...did they bestow upon Baalithere is a parable in this of
At haliaho6s policy with the people of Judal
of Godds house (the ethemtodBaal.a) and noffered

V.10 - Aall the princes...rejoiced These princes later had a change of heart (verse 17).
They made their contributions joyfully with the people but deep down they were
incubating a desire for an easier and more titillating religion.

V.12 - fANnd the king and Jehoiada gave- iflehoiada appears again in a prominent role
guiding Joash in the project. The coll ect
(Roth.-Al abouringo) to swufctha salsi ofinver rosudgphnteirid o NR od |
(chazag repair) the house.

V.13 - fiand the work was perfectedPerfectedis alah arukah- to ascend; to wholeness.
Roth.-Ait he work of restoration went forward?o.

fithey set the house of God in his state, and strengthéndrbith. translatesit hey c au s ¢
the house of God to stand forth according
work of rebuilding and strengthening the Temple was typical of the strengthening of the
ecclesia.

V.14-fto offeb-Rot h. trans| @atwed s 0t hi Othleradae:ansh at
term relates to vessels for offering up burnt offerings.

fiall the days of JehoiadlaAgain it is emphasised that Jehoiada was the mainstay and the
force behind Joashds reigmpeand his dedicat

2 Kings 12:46
The companion record in 2 Kings provides some additional detail:

V.4 - fievery one that passeth the accounRoth.-ifone who transgress
forms of collection from the people were to be taken up which amplifies what veag me
by the term o6tributed in 2 Chron. 24: 6.

fithe money that every man is sét-&koth.-Ait he si |l ver of their pel
each oneo. The reference here is to the
Israelite (Ex. 30:12A3 & Lev. 27:2).

fia | | the money that come-tLh ti.ntAcc oamey uma nudso r

i.e.a freewill offering.
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V.5 - fievery man of his acquaintanoce Gray suggests the meaning of the word
acquaintance s A a si.e.a saden: hehce a Levitical Temple official who assisted the
priests in assessing payments by the people.

fibreacheé - bedeq a gap or leak.

V.6 - fiin the three and twentieth year of king Jehinadbash was now 30, and Jehoiada
extremely old; nearing3D. His motive in rebuking Jehoiada may have been an almost
unconscious attempt to-essert the authority of the king seeing that he had long time been
subordinate to the higpriest.

V.15 - fifor they dealt faithfulhy- Faithfully is emunah- firmness;fig. security; morally,
fidelity. The work of building up 6the
faithfully and do not require to be Arecko

V.16 - fithe trespass monéy Money contributed for trespass and aatording to the Law
(see Lev. 5:15) remained for the use of the priests.

JEHOIADADIES OASHG S AR OIson A&

V.15 - iJehoida waxed old and was full of daysull is sabea fill to satisfaction. Roth:
fand became satisfied with daysbo

fian hundred and thirty years old when heddidthis means he must have been nearly 100

when Joash was born; calculated by subtracting from 130, 7 years to his accession
(Athaliahbés reign = 6) and the 23 yhavar s me
been the fiteaching priesto of 2 Chron. 15:

V.16 - fithey buried him...among the kihggdehoiada had virtually been king for 30 years.
He stands in the recoedtasbéehegt psmtercané d ik
princess of Judah. A sharp contrast is ma

fihe had done good in Israel, both toward God and toward hi® hdekeiada had as his
primary motivation in all that he did the desire to please God. pHiisities were right.

God came first, and from this flowed dedication towards his family and the ecclesia in
spiritual matters. This was a rare epitaph among the kings.

V.17 - fiNow after the death of JehoiadaHe was the one great obstacle to thos® wh
wished to liberalise their religion. While he lived-one dared introduce idolatry.

ficame the princes of JudahPrincesis sar - a head person. These were men of authority
and influence in the nation. The same class had supported Joash and Jehejzaleng
the Temple (verse 10).

fimade obeisance to the kingObeisanceis shachah- to depress; prostrate. This was
more than simple homage, for it had an ulterior motive and would have been accompanied
by the kind of flattery which blinded the eyyeJoash succumbed to the pressure applied by
these devious flatterers who sought to apostatise from the pure worship of Yahweh.

fiThe king hearkened unto them Hearkenedis shama- to hear intelligently; give
obedience. Its use in Deut. 6:4 is intaregtin this context. The princes had correctly

read the fickleness of Joash once the bastion of Jehoiada had been removed. They
perceived him to be shallow and susceptible to flattery; and they were right.
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V.18 - fithey left the house of th©RD - Left is azab- to loosen;i.e. to relinquish (used

verse 25). This was a remarkable taround considering that the repairing of the house
ear |

of God consumed nearly al/l of Joashoés

fland served groves and iddlsGrovesis asherah- happy; from root to be straight. Refers

to apagan worship celebrating the generative organs as the source of lliée corrupt

worship of idols introduced by Athaliah had left an indelible mark on these men; they

could not leave it alone because sfattraction to the flesh. Incredibly they bowed down

to idols (atsab- an idolatrous image) and committedraspass(ashmah- guiltiness; a
fault) for which Divine wrath soon fell upon them.

V.19-fHe sent prophet s éan do-Tektifegis uwd-saduplicate d

ag:

or repeat, by imp. to protest, testify (as by reiteration). Compare this entire context with

Matt. 23:3439 and Luke 11:491.

THE INTERPRETATION OF MATTHEW 23:35
The interpretation of Matt. 23:35 has always been a problecause of its appargnt

reference to this context in Chroniclles, b
not Zechariah the son of Jehoiada of 2 Chron. 24:20.
The established facts are:
1. The only record in Scripture of a Zechariah being shaithe Temple is contained fin
2 Chron. 24:22.
2.The parall el record in Luke 11:51 omits r

3. Zechariah the son of Berechiah was the prophet Zechariah of whom nothing is r¢corded

concerning his death.

Some of the suggestadlutions are as follows:

1. Josephus records that Zechariah the prophet was slain in the manner desdribed in

Matt.23:35 according to Jewish tradition.

2.Some commentators suggest Christds words

court of a prophenamed Zechariah 34 years later in AD 68 (Josephus Wars IV,5,4).

3.0t her commentators suggest that ABarlachi e
it impossible that Christ could have meant Zechariah the son of Jehoiada wio died
some 800 years barfe his time, and who was succeeded by many prophets wh¢ were

also killed by the Jews.
4. St il |l others suggest that #@ABarachi a§g
practice to have two names.

The writer of these notes holds the view thatltbed was referring primarily to Zecharigh
the son of Jehoiada and the account of his death in 2 Chron.-22,:®0t that allusions

(@2

are made to both Zechariah the prophet and to Zechariah the son of Baruch slain i AD 68.

The following reasons are advaad in support of this view:

1. The omi ssion of fiBarachiaso in the Tarall

the suggestion that it may be an interpolation in Matt. 23.
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2. The Lord draws heavily upon the context of 2 Chron. 24 as a careful rezfdihgt
chapter, Matt. 23 and Luke 11 reveals.
3. Christ portrays Zechariah (the highiest elect, and also a son of David through| his

mot her) as a type of himself. Therg are
God came upomdZedlsar itahhed ;staat ement f hat
peopled can be compared with Matt. 23: 37
children together even as a hen gatheretht
4. The reference t o slylmaesupwmio2 Chran. 29:2lt t . |23 : 37
5. The most conclusive evidence howeve i s
shall berequiredof t hi s generationbo. This if|s an
Zechari ah, fi Y a h wreguire it o k( 2u pCchrr oint., 2a4n @ 2 ) .
connection the names are very significan

and Jehoiada means AYahweh knowet ho.
6. Finally, the Syrian invasion in which Joash and the leaders of Judah were destrolyed was

anample type of the judgements Christ was to bring upon his own murderers|by the

Roman Legions in AD 6G0.

The allusion to the prophet Zechari ahl may
up then the measure of your f at he9 sThe whi
account of Josephus about the death of Zechariah the son of Baruch in Aihé®aig
of the Jewish zealots seems almost too coincidental to be ignored, although there fre some
obvious differences. He records that this wealthy and influential man was falsely gccused
by the Zealots who set up a court hearing to condemn him, orilgve their carefull
chosen judges declare his innocence. Two of their number then fell upon Zechatiah and
slew him in Athe midst of the Templed wher
not state the manner of his death, but presumably he Wed With daggers, and npt
stoned. It would also seem that he died in the middle court and not between the|Temple
and the altar. However, Josephus records that when it became obvious that thq Zealots
were determined to destroy him, Zechariah stood upranddly condemned their evlls
and hypacrisy, systematically listing all their misdeeds. There were clearly loud echoes in
that of the Lorddéds words in Matt. 23.

V.20 - fithe Spirit of God came upon Zechariahhe only other one in the record of the

kings of whom a similar thing is said was Azariah the prophet in the days of Jehoshaphat
(2 Chron. 15:1). The p hlabesls ® wdipcasoumd, byiimppo n 6 i
to put on a gar ment or cl ot he oneksays:’f . F
Afitook possessionodo. Cp. Judges 6: 34; 1 Chro

fiwhich stood above the peapleRoth.-ifand he took his stand ab
Afistandeth over against the piasbthelpeoplewitha he i
view to calling them to himsel f. Compar e

fiWhy transgress ye the commandments of @Rblthat ye cannot prosgerRSV-fi Wh y

do ye transgress the commandments of thRM, so that ye cannot prospe® . They c¢
not hope for blessing or prosperity because of their deliberate apostasy. This was the
principle of 2 Chron. 15:2 in manifestation.
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fibecause ye have forsaken ti@RD he hath also forsaken yiu Forsakenis azab- to
loosenjie.r el i nqui sh (it was U.sEhd principle of 2 CH8on.t r a n
15:2, and James 4:8 (in reverse) is obvious here. Cp. also the context of Mat8&3:37

V.21 - fAnd they conspired against BimConspiredis gashar- to tie (gird, compagt

make a league. This language leads inevitably to a comparison with the Lord Jesus Christ
against wha his enemies similarly conspired to put him to death (Mark 3:6; Luke 11:53
54).

fin the court of the house of theRm - Compare Luke 11:51 which adte detail that he

died between the Temple and the altar. There are some remarkable ironies in these events.
Zechariah was the nearest blood relative of Joash. They were cousins. Joash slew
Zechariah, with whom he had grown up, in the very place wreeshenhself had been taken

to escape being murdered by Athaliah!

V.22 - iJoash...remembered not the kindness which Jelici&dsmembereds zachar- to

mark (so as to be recognisedg,t o r e member . There is a pla
as zachar forms the basis of his name. The wdiddnessis chesed- favour, grace,

mercy. Rot h. transl at es: Al ovingkindness
characteristic (Ex. 34:6) . Joashés cri me
Jehoada and Jehoshabeat h. He showed his 06g
what Jehoiada himself would have done. Surely such base ingratitude would be avenged
accordingly, for as the name Jehoiada mea

evens were to prove AYah had rememberedo (th
fAnd whenhedi@dRot h. more graphically transl ates

fiThe IORDIook upon it, and requir® it Lookisr a 6-aohsee. Roth. & RSVfisee 0.
Godbés avenger mwame daphaogpeali at @Gyd regursis s e e n (

darash- to tread or frequenf,e.t o f ol |l ow (in pursui tQRD The
see and avengeo. There is an obvious co
required of this generationodo). Thi s ont

1

c
Godbébs son and his subsequent mur derers. f o

SYRIAN INVASIOGNEATH OF JOAS®I2 Chron. 24:236

V.23 - fiat the end of the yeéar Roth.-i when t he year had gone r
before Divine vengeance fel/l upon Zecharia

fithe host of Syria came This attack by Syria ftowed an earlier expedition in which
Joash just managed to stave off Hazael by denuding his kingdom of treasures (see 2 Kings
12:1718). Such a display of weakness doubtless encouraged Hazael to try again. Hazael
means fAGod has seeno (see note V.22).

fiand destroyed all the prin@esDestroyeds shachath to decay, ruin. Thus the princes

who had corrupted Joash received a just reward for their part in the apostasy of Judah and
the murder of Zechariah (V.17). Note the emphasis of vengeance uporinttes prho

were sought Afrom among the peopleo. The:
Christdés day who were sought out and puni s
armies AD 6670 (ReferThe Ways of Providenge. 220 by Bro. Robert Rerts).
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V.24 - fithe Syrians came with a small comparfigoth.-fial t hough wi th a ¢
few meno. Only a small force was needed,
their hando. So it i s f{edfdthingroefall intdb thehsarak e t h
of the living God (Heb. 10:31).

fithey executed judgement against JoaslGod is not averse to using the wicked as
instruments to dispense His judgements wl
imprecation was comingtopass.God had seend and had Or eme

V.25 - fifor they left him in great disea8eRSV-fil eavi ng him sorely w
was left helpless and entirely dependent on his servants. He might have been killed by
Hazael, but God had a differentdamuch more poetic end in store for him.

fihis own servants conspired againstdinmhis is the same wordjésha) that was used in
verse 21. Divine poetic justice was stalking Joash for his conspiracy against his cousin.

fifor the blood of the sons of é#fidad-Thi s shoul d read fAsono.
vengeance on him for Zechariahds murder.
little reflection reveals that Godds venge
had begun his caer in a bedroom with two women desperately trying to save his life from

the hands of Athaliah (a foreign women); now he is murdered by two men who are
strangely described as the sons of two foreign women, who like Athaliah, had no right to

be in Judah (But. 23:3).

fithey buried him not in the sepulchres of the kingehoiada had taken his place (verse

16) ! The peopleds estimation of Joash wa:
pl ace him alongsi de Jehoi athagereaogydoé Matt.Hl. J
gives the Divine stamp of approval to their actions.

V.26 - fZabad the son of Shimeath an AmmoroteEéabadme ans f Gi ver o, fro
to confer. Shi meath means Aannunciati ono.
fJehozabad the son of Shimrith a Moalbtesdehozabadme a n s Nn&athowebdo.

Shimrith signifies: Aifemale guardo, from :

the name of the mother to be substituted f
here is that the Spirit wants us to kndmat these two men were an Ammonite and a
Moabite. Moab and Ammon had their origin in the union of Lot with his two daughters in

the wake of a disaster brought about by Divine judgement on Sodom. He was made
helpless by wine and was totally dependenth daughters. His problems could be

traced back to forsaking his uncle, Abraham (his guide and mentor) to seek the easier life

of the plains of Jordan. The connections with Joash are too obvious to be missed. Poetic
justice was indeed meted out to Himexquisite and pervasive fashion.

THE EPILOGWR Chron24:27

V.27 - fiand the greatness of the burdens laid upod hREV-Ait he many or acl e
hi mo. The reference is to the message
imprecation (V.22).

firepairing - yecowd a foundation (note AV mgn.).
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fithe story - midrash- an investigationj.e. by imp. a treatise or elaborate compilation.
RSV-icomment aryo. It is a sobering fact th
recorded in Diune records for future reference in a time of judgement.



AMAZIAH -
The Offensive Infidel
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -ii St r engt h otbbe¥larh o . Root
FIRST MENTION -2 Kings 12:21 LAST MENTION - 2 Chron. 26:4
LENGTH OF REIGN - 29 years from 795967 BC

AGE AT ACCESSION - 25 years AT DEATH -54

FATHER -J oas h (-fivaeé@weh

MOTHER -J e hoad an -p(l fieYaashewdedh)

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Jehoash 79881 BC; Jeroboam 78154 BC
SIGNIFICANT FACT - Omitted from genealyy of Matt.1.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The epithet, fiThe offensive infidel o, seen
who is assessed by the Divine recorder wit
sight of Yahweh, but not withper f ect heart o. This Divine

to his early years in which he was content to walk in the ways of his father Joash, though
not with the singleness and integrity of David. This early period of his reign was
characterised by medidty, and it was clear that his true character had yet to be revealed.
When the real Amaziah emerged he manifested himself with such incredible rashness,
arrogance, and infidelity that God sought to destroy him.

A review of Amazi ading shardcterfstes thaeshapedlhis destimyo | e
infidelity and arrogance. Mediocrity in the Truth is not a sound basis for ultimate success.
The man who is not fully committed to Yahweh will eventually be tested to see if the
foundation of his life is firm That test came to Amaziah in his war with Edom. In what is

an incredible display of infidelity to his God, Amaziah defeated Edom with Divine help,

and then turned and took their gods as his own. Surely, it must have occurred to him that
the gods of EOm had proven powerless to save their devotees from his hand. Amazingly
however, Amaziah rejected Yahweh who had given him the victory over Edom and chose

to serve the impotent idols of the conquered! Such perfidy defies belief, but it happened.

Arrogane is a product of pride, and Amaziah is revealed as a very proud man. Although
he was prepared to accept the advice of the first prophet sent to him with a warning of the
dangers of hiring mercenaries from lIsrael; the second encounter after his victory ov
Edom is a classic demonstration of pride and arrogance. Even before the prophet of God
could conclude his words, he was rudely, and abruptly, interrupted by Amaziah, who using
his royal power and authority taunted and threatened the prophet in osdlent® him.
From that ti me on, God sought to destroy
arrogance and pride to that end.
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Confident after his victory over Edom, Amaziah challenged Jehoash of Israel to war, and
in circumstances Divinely guided,as defeated and utterly humiliated. Disgraced in the
eyes of his own people and reduced to powerlessness by Jehoash, Amaziah lived on for
another 15 years until a conspiracy among the people gathered sufficient momentum, and
he met an ignominious death ledichish. This was a fitting end for a king who had by
rashness and arrogance alienated himself from both his God, and his people.

Amaziah is distinguished among the kings through his remarkable ability to offend people.
Thoughtlessness resulted in offento the mercenaries of Israel; ruthlessness to the
captives of Edom outraged the remnant of that nation; inexplicable perfidy and idolatry
enraged Yahweh; arrogance and boastfulness evoked the wrath of Jehoash; and finally the
ways and acts of Amaziahfehded and alienated his own people.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF AMAZI AH3GS REI

2 Kings 2 Chron.
Accession aged 25 12:21 24:27
Divine estimation of his reign 14:1-4 25:1-2
Takes vengeance on his f alheer 6s25B4r der er s
Prepares armyhires satliers fromisrael 25:510
Violently defeats Edom 14:7 25:1312
Soldiers of Israel take revenge 25:13
Foolishly serves Edombés gods 25:1416
Challenges Jehoaslis rebuffed 14:810 25:1719
Is defeated and humiliated by Jehoash 14:1114 25:2024
Is assassinated in Lachish and buried in Jerusalem 14:1720 25:2528

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND DIVINE ESTIMARI®iMgs 144

V.1 - filn the second year of Joash...king of I8radlhis was Jehoash the 3rd ruler of
Jehuos dy n.aThd names doash and dekobsh are used interchangeably for two
separate kings of Israel and Judah making the task of differentiation more difficult.

V2-fhis mot her 6s raS$he hawlesn sdlestbdoas a wife for Joash by
Jehoiada (2 Chron.423) and was probably a powerful influence for good on the young
Amaziah.

V.3 - fiyet not like David- The Divine summary of Amaziah acknowledged him to be a

man of principle, but not a man of God | ik
hishear't was not fisafedo with his God, as eyv
and when tested gave way to apostasy. Li k

singleness of mind and integrity before God.

fias Joash his father did In his early days Amaziah emulated the earlier reign of his
father. He observed Divine prinsedtedbhnels an
true character were as yet not revealed.
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V.4 - fithe high places were not takenThese remained the great porb e m o f Juda
religious worship. Their use evefor the worship of Yahweh had the effect of
decentralising the nationbs worship and s
kings did not appreciate the danger implicit in the law of Deut.-12.2

2 Chron25:12

V.2 - Abut not with a perfect heartPerfectis shalem- complete, from the roathalam-to
be safe. Unlike David his fidelity towards God was doubtful. This is the meaning of this
phrase. See notes on king Asa.

THE KINGDOM CONFIRMEENGEANCE TAK&RIChron25:34

V.3 - fiwhen the kingdom was establishedEstablishedis chazag- fasten upon; seize.
Roth.-Aconfir medo. Such a statement i mplies
and t hat uécesaianitodhk threne seeded to be secured.

fihe slew his servants that had killed the kinghe foreign servants (2 Chron. 24:26)
who had assassinated Joash were dealt proper justice in terms of the Law (Detit319:11

V.4 - fibut he slew not therhildrerd - Amaziah was a man of principle, though not
completely a man of God. The record is at pains to emphasise that he consciously
observed the law of Deut. 24:16. Amaziah is proof that it is possible to uphold Divine
principles without having anbéding conviction in the existence of God.

THE ALLI ANCE WI DHChbn@RAEL SIS ARMY

V.5 - iAmaziah gathered Judah togetheAmaziah showed a capacity for organisation in

the gathering and strengthening of his army, but appears to have takeitidtiee to go

to war against Edom. He was to manifest an almost unquenchable desire for conflict that
led him ultimately to disaster.

V.6 - fiHe hired also...out of IsaelHired is cakar - temporary purchase, to hire. The
100,000 men of Israel weraercenaries. Relations with Israel must, at this stage, have
been good enough to permit suchageration between their forces. But his move was
rashandilc oncei ved, and taken without seeking
first recorded stunlb by Amaziah. They were to become frequent.

V.7 - fithere came amanof Godtodwm hi s namel ess prophet is
as a hint to the source of Amaziahdos prob
unprovoked warfare without seeki®o d 6 s counsel reveal ed this

extension of Divine mercy and help for Amaziah now, if only he would accept it.

fifor the IORDis not with Israél-For emphasi s the record adds
Ephr ai mo ( Rohadfordaken Isra€bhbeocaiesd of their endemic apostasy. But
this implies that He was with Judah. Mercenaries are a dangerous element at any time, but
when the face of God is set against them they are an enormous liability.

V.8 - fiBut if thou wilt go, do, ibe strong for the batleRSV-Ai But i f you sup
this way you wil/ be strong for waro. T
was inclined to proceed with his proposal. There were certainly uncomfortable decisions

to be made inmlving massive loss of face and money.

P
h
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fiGod shall make thee &all Fall is kashal- to totter or waver (through weakness of the
legs); by implication to falter, stumble. Amaziah had already stumbled by his own folly.
He had the choice to trust in Goddarecover or persist and fail through the withdrawal of
Divine help. It was a severe test of the depth of his faith and character.

fifor God hath power to help, and to cast dovRoth.-Aif or t here i s stre
The word help is azar - to suround, i.e. to protect or aid. Amaziah lacked the
understanding of Asa and Jehoshaphat (cp. 2 Chron. 14:11; 20:6).

V.9 - fiBut what shall we do for the hundred talents which | havé givéalent was worth
approxi mately $30, 000 Amaziah had gaidy$8 ,000,00Quforthe n c y ;
use of this army. The test was financially very painful! But no amount of money could be
worth Goddés help which he had failed to s
his losses if he obeyed.

fithe army of laeb - Army is geduwd a crowd (specifically of soldiers). A different word
is used in verse 7. To Amaziah they were simply mercenaries augmenting his army; to
God they were I|Israel 6s ar my.

V.10-fito go home again Roth.-it o depart luame¢®dot heir own p

fiand they returned home in great adg&SV-i f i er c e anfigae rhde.at Rooft ha |
Summarilyseparatedbadal - to divide; separate or distinguish), and denied the spoils of
war, the mercenaries of Israel departed in revengeful anger.

THEWAR AGAINST EDORIChron25:1112

V.11 - fAnd Amaziah strengthened hinselRoth.-fit ook cour ageo. He
right decision, but still failed to fully commit himself to God in this venture.

fiwent to the valley of sal A ravine on the soutlvestern shore of the Dead Se&S@m.
8:13; 1 Chron. 18:12) where Edom had met many previous disasters.

V.12 - fAnd other ten thousand left afivdRoth.-it ook capti ve ten t hot

fiand cast them down from the top of the @eckhe wordrock is selah- to be lofty, a
craggy —rock. Edoméds pride was in the 1o
Amaziah proceeded to break that pride in a cruel way.

fithey all were broken in pieéeRoth.-fit or n asu-Midaeasdh,e dR$SY pi ece:
simply killed these people in war it would have gone down in history as just another loss
for Edom, but such a cruel slaughter only served to burn the spirit of revenge indelibly into

Edomdéds consciousness. 't was trpmdravathe of /
line between discretion and outrage.
2 Kings 14:7

V.7 - fiand took Selah by war This additional detail shows that the fortress of Edwas
taken. Hence it seems also that the 10,000 thrown from the rock were cast down into their
own city.

ficalled the name of it Jokth&el T h e name means: ifiVener ati o
incredible irony in this, as Amaziah broug
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THE REJECTED ISRAELITES TAKE REWYER&EN25:13

V.13 - fithe soldiers of the army Soldiersis ben- a son (builder of family name). Roth.
ithe sons of the companyo. Il srael 6s rej
wounded pride and the lost opportunities for material gain.

fifell upon the cities of JudahRoth.-fit hey s prveeasd otuhte msgeali nst .

fiunto Betkhorom-A Hous e of -hSoo | Aomanzeisashb6 s success 1n
into a 6holl owb victory as his own | and wa

fland took much spoit Because they had been denied it by their rejection.

AMAZI AH S E B\GB3S2EHDM23:3416

V.14 - fihe brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be bis Tlods
was truly incredible perfidy. It must have occurred to him that these same gods had been

powerless to help Edom, and that his victorngwaact ual | 'y Yahweho6s tri
fibowed down himself before them, and burned ie@genBcredibly, hebowed down
(shachah-t o prostrate) to i mpotent g odsPsao f st
141:2) before them. What could have motivatad perfidy? Could it have been reports

of | srael 0s mer cenari es ravaging his I an
Amaziahés shallow mind seeking 6revengeb

send the mercenaries home. Perhaps it was his insgymg he should have ignored the
counsel and gone ahead with his plan because it had cost him dearly.

V.15 - AWherefore the anger of theRDwas kindled - Amaziah had a remarkable facility

for offending others through his rashness. Firstly he had angered the army of Israel, then
Edom by his rapacity, and now Yahweh was greatly angered by his brazen and
inexplicable idolatry.

fland he sent unto him a pha - The different description to the messenger of verse 7

wi || be noted. It is possible that the sa
now was to deliver an edict, not to advise and warn as before. The obvious question was
asked howeven the language of incredulity!

V.16 - fias he talked with him, that the king said unto hR8V-ifas he was spea
king...o0. Amaziah abruptly and i mpatient]
which was to characterise Amaziah from novshamelessly reared its head.

fArt thou made of the kings couiseRSV-iHave we made you a r o
Amaziahés sarcastic and supercilious taun
speak in his court reveals his pride and unwilliregni® yield to rebuke (Prov. 29:1).

fiforbear; why shouldest thou be smidteRSV-i St op: why shoul d you
Amaziah now makes an open and shameless threat on the life of the prophet.

fiThen the prophet forb@reRSV-iso t he pedpbet Bastope had s«
of doom.

fil know that God hath determined to destroyothdgeterminedis yaats- to advise;
resolve. Because Amaziah stubbornly resisted chastisement, there could only be one result
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- Yahweh would set His face agaitsi m. Asads precedent shoul
him (2 Chron. 16:712), but men who turn their back on God do not remember precedent.

AMAZIAH REBUFFED BY JEH@RSHiron25:1724

V.17 - AAmaziah...took advice Adviceis y a 6 atb advise, resolve But not from
Yahweh! The advice of men was that the time was politically propitious to bring Israel to
heel.

fland sent to Joash- ie.Jehoash -f{iAveadhaweht he son -of Je
seizedo) , the son of Jehu Hadipreaibuslyiagreedt® o) t
provide 100,000 soldiers for Amaziah.

fiCome, let us see one another in thedfadéis was a blunt summons to engage in war.
Amaziah was confident after his victory over Edom and probably sought revenge and
reparation for the tdck of verse 13.

V.18 - fiThe thistle that was in LebanonThistle is chowach- to pierce, a thorn. This
artful reply by Jehoash employed an apt me
15. He was a prickly character with aspirations beyonddpsacity to achieve.

fisent to the cedar- The cedar represented Jehoash in the parable. The cedar was a
symbol of perpetuity and regal power.

fiGive thy daughter to my sonSuch a demand was for a form of submission or vassalage
that was acknowledged/la marriage alliance.

fithere passed by a wild beast...and trode down the dhislkehoash took umbrage at
Amaziahbs arrogant demand and used a metap
which he represents himself as an enraged lion.

V.19 - fiThou sgest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edondite3he victory over Edom had
emboldened Amaziah and he had grown boastful and arrogant. As Jehoash then noted,;

AfAnd your heart has |lifted you up in boast
fiwhy shouldest thou meddle to thine dufRoth.-A Wher ef or e shoul dest
strife with misfortuneo. I't was fair enou
use Amaziahdés own folly and arrogance to p

V.20 - fibecause they sought after the gods of Edofimneue of fAt hey o i mpl i |
of Judah were culpable as well. Seemingly many had also turned to the gods of Edom
along with their king.

V.21 - fithey saw one another in the faceRSV -fit hey f aced one anoif
Armed confrontation was inevitable, and the battle was joined atBétte me s h ( i Ho u ¢
the suno) in Judah. This means that Jehoa

V.22 - fiput to the worge- Roth.andRSV bot h transl ate: fAwas de

V.23 - fiand brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the carrer gate

A section of the wall facing Israel in the north. This was essentially a symbolic gesture
underlining the humiliation of Amaaih and hi s power . Signi fi
Ephrai mo, a (g-wdstern comex of the wial of derusakerh, aptly selected by
Jehoash to indicate the Amaziah had no def
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V.24 - fwith Obeebdond - Jehoak looted the Temple treasury. Obedd o m6s f ami | vy
charge of the Temple treasury (1 Chron. 26:15). Ironic@@bgdedomme ans fAser var

Edomdé, which Amaziah had become by serving
fithe hostages alsot a 6 a r- sutetgshipj.e. a pledge Rot h. (margin) h
securityo. Jehoash took captive certain h

AMAZI|I AHBS DEABKChARTR2BURI AL

V.27 - fiNow after the time that Amaziah did turn away from followinQRBE-LRSV -
Afrom the timeo. As Amaziah had turned 1
Jehoash, and in view of the fact he outlived Jehoash by 15 years (V.25), it would seem
Judah was divided into two parties when Amaziah apostatised. Thereafter, ds#iopp

sought opportunity to overthrow him, and conspired against him for 15 years.

fihe fled to Lachish- Th e name me ane hai toths taptureal.t & was the
second strongest fortress city in Judah in the plain country 40 km (25 milespfs.w.
Jerusal em. That it hey sent to Lachisho r
whose emissaries were admitted into the city and permitted to kill Amaziah, apparently
without opposition. Amaziah had become an embarrassment to his peopleisand h
removal had become a popular desire.



JEHOAHAZ -

The Oppressed Idolater
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW-i Yahweh sei zed?o

FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 10:35 LAST MENTION -2 Chron. 25:25
LENGTH OF REIGN - 17 years from 81:397 BC

FATHER -Jehu (fAYah is heo)

CONTEMPORARY KING - Joash 83596 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Little 1is recorded of t he son of Jehu, Y
assessment to be made. Jehoahaz was content to walk in the idolatry of Jeroboam, as was
his father who had been anointed by Elisha to destroy the vile Baal worshipbfakd

Jezebel. He was therefore of the same stamp as all the other kings of Israel who for the
sake of political expediency promoted the idolatrous calf worship of Bethel and Dan.

The subservience of Israel to the surrounding nations which had comnauroegl the

last years of Jehu grew more intense in the reign of Jehoahaz as God delivered them into
the hands of Hazael and Benhadad of Syria in retribution for their stubborn idolatry and
apostasy. In the extremity of his oppression by Syria, Jehoahazmeved to seek
Yahweh, and was heard by Him, because He had compassion on Israel which was rapidly
declining towards total dissolution. It is recorded that Yahweh sent a saviour to Israel
(2Kings 13:5). There seems little doubt that the delivererthmsged prophet Elisha. It

is significant that Eli shadés prophecy of
Jehoash, was given on his deathbed. Like the son of God he delivered the ecclesia in his
death. Furthermore, the remarkable revivaltred dead man thrown into the grave of
Elisha (2 Kings 13:21) foreshadowed the resurrection to justification of the saints.

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF JEHOAHAZ 2 Kings

Accession and Divine estimation 13:1-2
Delivered into the hands of kings of Syria 13:3

Seeks Divine help in oppression 13:47
Death and burial in Samaria 13:89

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND DIVINE ESTIMARI®Ngs 13:2

V.2 - fifollowed the sins of JeroboamFollowedis yalak achar- to walk behind. These
are the words used by Elijah to Israel in 1 Kings 18:21. Like his father Jehu he was
content to continue the religion of Jeroboam to his destruction.
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JEHOAHAZ OPPRESSRECEIVES DIVINE HBPRKings 13:3

V.3 - fithe anger othe LORDwas kindled against IsraelY a h w eahgéréaph - the nose

or nostril; hence redness of the face through rapid breathing) burnt against Israel because
Jehudés dynasty which had been raised up tc
Jeromambs apostasy. The only way to turn th

fihe delivered them into the hand of Hazddli s name means fAGod has
raised up for the purpose of afflicting both Joash of Judah (2 Kings-18)1and Israel,
whom Eliha knew would suffer dreadfully at his hands (2 Kings13Y.

fiinto the hand of Benhadad...all their day3his was a dynastic name adopted by a
number of Syrian Kkings, meaning fASon of
afflicted daysaelomafidonthienmwal | yo (Roth.) d

V.4 - idehoahaz besought th@RD - Driven by unrelenting oppression lesought
(chalah- to stroke; in flattering, to entreat). Rotii appeased t he face of

fihe saw the oppression ofdsb - This is the reason for Divine help, not the fact that they
had turned to him (V.6). Cp. Ex. 3:7; Judges 1&@&5Jer. 33:3.

V.5 - fithe LORDgave Israel a saviaw Saviour is yasha- to open, be free; by imp. to be

safe; to free or succour. Tlaentity of the saviour is disputed by commentators. Some
suggest Elisha; others Jehoash, and yet others suggest king Adadnirari HN8@516f

Assyria who put Syria to tribute in 806 BC. Verses2B2of the chapter provide a clue.
Jehoash the son dEhoahaz defeated the Syrians three times in accordance with the final
prophecy of Elisha (verses -19). This seems to suggest that the dying prophet was

|l srael 6s saviour, true to his name (AThe s

V.6 - fithere remained the gr@ve Remaned is amad- to stand. The wordrove is
asherah- happy; and refers to the god limanfertility which had been introduced by
Ahab (1 Kings 16:33).

V.7 - fhad destroyed them, and made them like the dust by thieskiogstant war with
Syriahadseveel v depl eted | srael 6s ar mydestrayedt he d
is abad - to wander awayi.e. lose ones self; by imp. to perish, and thence meaning to
destroy. The affliction of Israel was so severe that the metaphor of threshing is employed
RSV-Aimade them | i ke the dust at threshingbo.
reserved for Syria (Amos 14).

THE DEATH OF JEHOAHAZ 2 King9 13:8

V.8 - fiare they not writtén- These chronicles have not been preserved in Scripture
becauseof he barrenness and evil of Jehoahazos
periods of Israelds history as they were c



JEHOASH -

The Indifferent Deliverer
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -fi Ya h#vée h e d 0

FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 13:10 LAST MENTION - Amos 1:1
LENGTH OF REIGN - 16 years from 79681 BC

FATHER - Jehoahaz

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Joash 83596 BC; Amaziah 79567 BC

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The inspired record of Kings is concernedyowith one incident during the reign of
Jehoash, and that is the final prophecy of Elisha the prophet. The picture of Jehoash that

emerges from a study of this incident is
Yahweh, but who could not bringhgme | f t o mani fest EIlishaods
bedside of the old prophet, Jehoash was moved to tearfully address him with the words
used by Elisha himself at the departure o°
Israel, and the horsemenh er eof 0. Jehoash stood i n a
recognised his importance to the nation, but he just did not possess sufficient faith to make
the most from the | ast prophecy of Israel b

Commanded totsr i ke t he ground with the filarr ows
indifferently smote 3 times and stopped. Elisha was wroth, for he knew that the promised
deliverance would be cut short because of the failure of Jehoash to fully enter into this
enacted symilism. It revealed him for what he really was: a man lacking conviction in

God, and hence somewhat indifferent to a deliverance promised through an aged, sick and
dying prophet.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF THE REIGN OF JEHOASH

2 Kings 2 Chron.
Accession ad Divine estimation 13:1011
Visits the ailing prophet Elisha 13:14
Elishaés | ast prophecy 13:1519
The death and burial of Elisha 13:2021
He defeats Syria thrice 13:2225
A challenge from Amaziah 14:8 25:17
Rebuffs Amaziah with a parable 14:910 251819
Joins battle with and defeats Amaziah 14:1114 25:2024

Death and burial 14:1516
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VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION, DIVINE ESTIMATION AND &XEKifigs 13:103

V.13 - fiAnd Joash slept with his fath@rsThere is a curious structure here asréwrd of
his death is followed by an account of his dealings with Elisha. Jehoash is only secondary
and incidental to what follows. The real interest centres upon Elisha as a type of the

Messiah of I srael who oO0deliveredd Godods ec
ElU SHAGS LASBHB2KNBLABHECY

V.14 - iweptoverhisface J e hoashés grief over EIlisha re
entirely ignorant. They had an appreci at
matters in Israel, but were unabte dspire to loftier things. They had special cause to

| ament EIlishabés death for he had anointed
fi0, my father, ...the chariot of ISsaeT hes e wor ds recal |l El i s he
Elijahdés r e moz).aBecayse thekhorgeg and eharibts which appeared at
Elijahos removal actually remained with EI

in the nation (2 Kings 6:17).

V.16 - fiPut thine hand upon the bdwRSV-A Dr aw t he bowo .-AMdhke er |
to ride your hand upon the bowo r@katstoi n AV
ride. This is clearly a play on the Jehoa
(rekeb . In effect EIisha wahepreovedsnadequaie. 6cont r

V.17 - iiThe arrow of thed.R D defiverancé - Firing the arrow eastward towards Syria

was a symbolic act based on an ancient custom of shooting an arrow or casting a spear into
enemy territory before a military campaign (Josh. 8:1Bhe king having fired the arrow

had to play his part in striking the ground to symbolise the number of victories to be won,
but he did not enter fully into the spirit

V.19 - fiwrothd - qatsaph- to crack off;i.e. burst outin rage.

fiThou should have smitten five or sixtine3 e hoashoés compl i ance wi
was in the spirit of indi fference. It wa
conviction, and hence he only hakartedly entered into the eed symbolism, to his,

and | srael d6s wultimate cost.

THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF ELd2HAngs 13:201

V.20 - AANnd Elisha died, and they burieddinklisha may have been buried in his home
town AbelMeholah in the Jordan valley, but it seems from the tsvéirat follow that his
sepulchre could have been further south near one of the schools of the prophets in the area.

V.21 - fiand when the man was let down, and touched the bones aj HRsltla. & RSV-

flas soon as the man tuoigue évendin thenOdflestamemteasd. 0
immediately draws the mind to the Lord Jesus Christ in whose death others came to life
(Matt. 27:505 3 ) . The picture of a dead man havi
grave, awakening, standing up, and presuynéien fleeing from the approaching band

with his brethren who had buried him, is surely one of the most graphic and amusing
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scenes in Scripture. The profound effect this would have on all who heard of it was the
Spiritds final eginthesigttofGodd. EI i shads standin

fihe revived, and stood up on his deeRevivedis chayah- to live, to revive. Roth.
transl at es: fhe came to | ife again, and ro
its purpose to that of Lazarus (John 1):44The last miracle associated with Elisha,
performed by Yahweh when he was dead, testified that he had been given a double portion

of Elijaho6s spirit. Elisha performed 16
note inThe Companion Bibjgpage 49 1) . Eli shads work prefi
Christ, the fAsalvation of Godo.

JEHOASH DEFEATS SYRIA THRR@GENgs 13:225

V.23 - fithe LORDwas gracious unto them, and had compasési@raciousis chanan- to

bend or stoop in kindness, tovéaur. The wordcompassionis racham- to fondle, by

i mplication, to | ove, esp. compassi on. H e
people. Though Israel had been apostate for 150 years He still sought to recover them as a
father his children.

fihad respect unto them, because of his covénafhe wordrespect(panal) means to

turn, by implication, to face,e. appear, look. There is a play on words with the use of the
word presence(paneh - the face, the part that turns) later in the versé.a hwe h 6 s
faithfulness to His covenant with the fathers forestalled the judgements which Israel fully
deserved (Rom. 11:28).

V.25 - fiThree times did Joash beat&inE|l i shads | ast prophecy ¢
indicated (V.1719). Significantly, the wal beatis nakah- to strike, and thus alludes to
striking the arrows on the ground.

fiand recovered the cities of Idra@ The recovery of the cities lost during the reign of
Jehoahaz by Jehoash suggests that H.en was |
fact, these victories would not have been possible without the final prophecy of Elisha. He
was | srael és saviour as fAthe salvation of



JEROBOAM -

The Militant Restorer
(ISRAEL)

HEBREW -fi Tlpeop!l e wi | | contendbo

FIRST MENTION -2 Kings 13:13 LAST MENTION - Amos 7:11

LENGTH OF REIGN - 41 years from 794 BC as-tegent and 78¥54 as sole ruler
FATHER - Jehoash

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Amaziah 795767 BC; Uzziah 76§40 BC.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

The Divine historian has preserved only the military exploits of Jeroboam as he set about
completing the work of his father in recovering the territory lost to Syria during the reigns
of Jehu and Jehoahaz. The only other noteworthy thing recorded dof that iike all his
predecessors he continued the idolatry of
sin. o

It is evident that Jeroboam was a capable and determined warrior and military tactician.
His strength as a military leader was used by Yahteetestore Israel to a measure of
viability as a kingdom in what must have been a final attempt to recover His backsliding
people from deeply ingrained apostasy.
succeeded in producing a period of peace and eribggdor Israel which they used for
materialistic and selerving purposes. Amos vividly describes life in the time of
Jeroboam as being characterised by licentiousness, drunkenness, and oppression (Amos
2:6-8; 4:1; 6:6). The wealthy and unscrupulousgpered (Amos 5:202; 8:6), while the

king assiduously promoted idolatry at Bethel (Amos 7:13).

Archaeologists attribute the massive walls of Samaria which the Assyrians took 3 years to
breach, and the splendid pal asadérillianhwarBoa mar i
and creative builder, but an abysmal spiritual leader. What he did not know is that the
unusual length of his reign was only due to the faithfulness of Yahweh who had promised
Jehu that his children would sit on the throne of Istaghe fourth generation (2 Kings

10:30).

SUMMARY OF THE REIGN OF JEROBOAM 12 Kings

Accession following death of Jehoash 13:13

Divine estimation of his reign 14:2324
Successful military campaigns 14:2527
Final summary and death 14:2829

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES
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ACCESSION AND SUCCESSFUL MILITARY CAMPA@IYS 14:237

V.23 - fiin the fifteenth year of Amaziahlt is evident by a comparison of the various
synchronisms (2 Kings 12:1; 13:10; 14:17) that Jeroboam wasgenmt with his father for
about 14 years from the fifteenth year of Amaziah of Judah.

V.24 - fihe departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son obNdtbiat possible he

was deliberately named after Jeroboam 1. Whether this is so or not, he certainly followed
hi s nameeslakgeidosus policies to the letter, P
religion (Amos 7:13).

V.25 -fiHe restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea obthe plain

- For the wordcoastRot h. t r an s | adamathwhich meanswadlledr fyom a

root, to join; a wall of protection; was the vital strategic pass into Israel from the north.
Plain is arabah- a desert; especially of the Jordan valley beyond the Dead Sea. Here it
refers to the Jordan Valley north of the Dead feeut. 3:17). Jeroboam recovered the
fringes of the | and that Yahweh h®&3. ficut s

fihis servant Jonah, the son of Amittal onah means At he doveo. F
fiver aci oemstld truthf staidityn This prophecy does not appear in the book of

Jonah and was obviously given under different circumstances to that recorded in Jonah, for
he saw I srael 6s pmBptection |ifted (Jonah 4

fithe prophet of Gathephe6-A Wi nepr ess of the well 0. At
miles) from Nazareth in lower Galilee (Josh. 19:13). This fact is significant in view of
John 7:52 and Matt. 16:4.

V.26 - fi he LORDsaw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitt€he word for affliction

is oniy - depression,e.mi s er y. Rot h. tr ans| avderylitterist i hu
marah-t o be bitter or unpleasant, and i s mo:¢
oT. |l srael 6s bit totthemrelxlonnwas truly the res
fiany shut up, nor any I6ftRSV-fit her e was none | eft bond or
saying is a euphemism for helplessness, a
hel per for I srael. o

V.27 - fithe LORDsaid not that he watd blot out the name of IsiaeRSV-fi b ut ORDh e L
had not said thatinkéet wowul dadd YaRwel. spok
name. . . 0 bloTdutés the tvardmackam- to stroke or rub; to erase (Cp. Deut.

9:14). The time was not right for Israel to be removed so God provided Jeroboam as a
6saviour 0.

FINAL SUMMARY AND DE&ZKings 14:289

V.28 - fihow he warrawn- Jeroboam had a reputation as a mighty warrior who recovered
much of the temmgidioor y noft hBawiodd@$h.ki Tragic
military prowess was not matched by enthusiasm for Yahweh and His truth (Jer. 9:3).

fiDamascus, and Hamath, which belonged to Juddiese had belonged to Judah once by
Davidés congqgue sCheon. (8%; 2SCGhron. 8:3.: &erobodin must have
revelled in his success but he did not re
hand to punish Syria (Amos 15, and that his own nation was about to be similarly
punished for the evils which hisigcess encouraged (Amos 2:5).



UZZIAH -

The Presumptuous Pragmatist
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -iSt r engt h of Yaho. -fA YAlhs oh aksn ohwenl paesd 0A z
to surround, protect.

FIRST MENTION -2 Kings 1421  LAST MENTION - (O.T.) Zech. 14:5

LENGTH OF REIGN - 52 years from 791 BC (as-tegent), 766740 (as sole ruler)

AGE AT ACCESSION - (As coregent) 16 AT DEATH -68
FATHER - Amaziah-i St r engt h of Yaho
MOTHER -Jecoliahi Yah wi |l |l enabl eo

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Jeroboam Il 78754 BC; Zechariah 75453 BC;
Shallum 753 BC; Menahem 75312 BC; Pekaiah 74241 BC; Pekah 74832/731 BC.

SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - Hos. 1:1; Amos 1:1; Zech.14:5; Isa. 1:1, 6:1, 7:1.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Uzziah is one of thenost interesting, but also one of the most tragic figures of the period

of the kings. Like his father Amaziah, and his grandfather Joash he began well, and the
majority of his reign was attended by great achievements and success. Sadly though, the
last years of his life were spent in abject misery as a result of one serious act of
presumption against Yahweh for which he paid dearly.

From the very beginning Uzziah was a diligent and-iseifivated man. He was
industrious and totally dedicated in his effoto establish the kingdom of Judah. He
always had a project in hand, and throughout the early part of his reign was never idle in
his attempts to build up the O6ecclesiabd of
from dramatic victories over thehilistines and Arabians in the south, to the establishment

of an agricultural society in Judah, with formidable defences that attained international

renown. The greatness of Uzziahds achiev
2Chron. 26:115, andt he reason for it is provided in
l ong as he sought Yahweh, God made him tc
abroad; for he was marvell ously hel ped, t

diligently sought Yaweh, and as a consequence his initiative and determination were
rewarded with extraordinary Divine blessings that produced remarkable and unique results.
There is a positive lesson in this for the servants of God in all ages. However, there is
anothermpor t ant reason why the record is at p
accomplishments.

Unmitigated success sometimes developsamifidence and sedsteem. This was the

ef fect it had upon Uzziah as i swheampMasy e xp
strong, his heart was | ifted up to his des
of Uzziah was great indeed. For something close to 40 years he had enjoyed enormous
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success in every project to which he had put his hand andnigsely blessed by God so
that his name was widely known and respected. At the height of his success and prosperity

the prophet | saiah commenced his ministry
among the nations, and shall rebuke many pe@pld;they shall beat their swords into

plow-s har es, and their spears into pruning h
Jerusal emd should attain greatness and int

Messiah. Uzziah had conquered sherounding nations; was internationally famous; and

had built Judah into an agricultural society of considerable greatness in those days. In the
mi dst of all this success the question the
Messiah cometh, shal he do greater works than this
David who occupied the throne of God in Jerusalem. Truly he had been uniquely blessed

by Yahweh and the kingdom of Judah was at rest enjoying the bounty of his agricultural
programmes. Furthermore, his military campaigns had subdued the surrounding nations
who now stood in awe of Judahdéds strength.
had fulfilled at least in good measure the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the work of

| sr aeski@dh® Me

Only such a sense of sé@ffiportance could explain the boldness of Uzziah in entering the
temple to offer incense upon the incense altar before the veil. He lacked only one element
of O6Messi ahshi p 6-priasthdod.tSo hetpresummislytamdeonfidentdyh
grasped it. It is clear from the record of this act of presumption that he considered himself
to be equal to the priests who challenged him because he disputed with them before the
incense altar. So inflated had his opinion of hilinsecome that he considered himself to

be above the Divine stipulations concerning entry into the sanctuary. He was so
completely confident of his personal standing before Yahweh that he saw no need for a
mediator. It seems clear that Uzziah had begurthink that he was actually the
AfMessiaho.

Judgement upon his presumption was swift and unmistakable. Before Uzziah could vent
his wrath upon the company of priests who had pursued him into the Temple, the dreaded
scourge of leprosy shot forth in his étvead; a sign from God of the source of his problem.
There was corruption in his thinking. So Uzziah lived out his days with leprosy in his
forehead and was completely cut off from all contact with the Temple by virtue of his
uncleanness. It is highlygnificant that asthewould e fiMessi ahod di ed i n
Isaiah saw the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 12144. 6 is cited in the context)

and said of him; il saw also the Lord (Ya
andhis rain filled the temple. o
I n summary, the epithet AThe Presumptuous

character of Uzziah because he was a man who believed that practical success justified
claims clearly contradictory to Divine laws. It took sodteyears for his attitudes to be so
clouded by selesteem and for the grounds of humility to be removed, but in the end his
true character was revealed and his | ast
destiny. The wouldb e 6 Me s s i akndw thatahis lifenvmudld ptefegure the modern
nation of I srael who regard themselves as



HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF

2 Kings
Accession aged 16 14:21
Restores Elath to Judah 14:22
Divine estimation of hisaign 15:1-4
Seeks God in the days of Zechariah
Conquers surrounding nations
Fortifies Jerusalem
Fortifies Judah and promotes agriculture
Greatly strengthens his armed forces
Presumptuously enters the Templ
Is smitten with leprosy in forehead
Jotham acts as aegent 15:5
Death and burial 15:7

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSION AND GOOD EARLY RRIGNron. 26:15

V.1 - fiThen all the people of Judah took Udziahh e peopl e

Uzziah of Judah

UuzzZl AHG S REI

2 Chron.
26:1
26:2
26:34
26:5
26:68
26:9
26:10
26:11-15
26:1618
26:1920
26:21
26:2223

death and Uzziahés installation as Kking

apostate (2 Chron. 25:27) .

The inference

after Amazi ahods d etd dhronologHlasviany lgecomingaement a d o
with his father up to 25 years earlier in order to meet the requirements of other

synchronisms. There are problems either way, and this fact serves only to emphasise the

difficulties of the chronology of this era

V.2 - fiHe built Eloth...after that the king slept with his fathétoth me a n s
El ath on the

groveo, ie pal ms. This 1is

when he took Eloth as is implied by this verse appearing before ith@ay of verse 3,
then this reveals that he was a young man of action and initiative.

V.3 - fhe reigned fifty and two yearsUz zi ah 6 s

Manasseh (55). However his life and reign are given very little space in the oérd
Kings, and only a chapter in 2 Chronicles. His achievements though were prodigious.

V.4 - fiaccording to all that...Amaziahddid his indicates that like Amaziah he was a man

of principle. The focus is
gods towards the latter end.

V.5 - fihe sought God in the days of ZechariaBought is darash- to tread, frequent;

follow. Roth. & RSV -fA h e set hi msel f
enor mous Ssuccess. The man

record but was quite evidently a man of faith and wisdom who had great spiritual influence

over the yong Uzziah.

fwho had understanding in the visions of dGodJnderstandingis biyn - to separate
mentally (or distinguish).e. understand. It clearly speaks of spiritual discernment (Col.

responsi bl
d

fitrees?o
G

(

|l ength of reign

foit he turnedl to falseh e e a
to seek Godo.
Zechariah (fAYah



Uzziah of Judah

1:910). The wordrisionsisr a 0- tolsee, hence Roth. translatesfii n t he seein
Cp. Daniel 1:17.

fland as long as he sought theRD God made him to prosperRoth-fiand t hr ough
the days of h i sProsperis tkaleach- to Yuash ferevdrd. dere was the
formula for success. He diligently sght Yahweh, and He sent Elohim to prosper all his
activities (see verse 7).

V.6 - fiand warred against the Philistidbes Uzziah pushed back the Philistine
encroachment and broke down the wall of G
the home of Gotith. A sharp contrast can be drawn with Amaziah who suffered the
humiliation of having the wall of Jerusalem broken down (2 Chron. 25:23). To this he
added victories at Jabneh (fia buildingo)
cities hidoobdodutwhles e t he sensgiéeni ¢ hasrtlyeé oma o/

V.7 - fithe Arabians that dwelt in Gaarab - The Arabians were last seen in 2 Chron. 21:16

in association with the Philistines. In order to open the way to Elath (V.2), the south
would have to be cleared of Philistines and the Arabs who inhabited the desert region of
Gurb a a | (ADwelling of Baal 0) .

fland the Mehunims A A r e s i Ahénhabimni of Maon. A place in Mt. Seir near
Petra.

V.8 - fithe Ammonites gave gifits The Ammorites were last mentioned warring with
Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:1). To brigits (minchah - bestow tribute) was to
acknowledge his supremacy.

fihis name spread abraad Spreadis yalak - to walk,i.e.t o carry. Uzzi al
reputation and strengthas carried far and wide by wayfaring men.

fihe strengthened himself exceedinghBtrengthenedis chazag- to seize, to be strong,
while exceedinglyis maal - upward, above, overhead, from the top (see u€éran.

17:12). The italicised worttimselfc an be i gnored as Rot h. tr
exceeding great strength. o The strength ¢
V.9 - fbuilt towers in Jerusalem Uz zi ah reversed Joashdés de

Jerusalem (2 Chron. 25:23) by builditogvers(migda)) at the corner gate in the north west
corner and the Avalley gateo al sdortifteer nort
(chazag-t o be strong) what i s omagtsdale dending,bre t ur
angle or recesssee Neh. 3:120).

V.10 - fhe built towers in the desertThe worddesertis midbar a pasturei.e. open field
and is translated #fAwildernesso by RSV anc
defence in the wilderness was to promote agriculture in those areas.

fin the low contryo - the Hebrew word ishephelah lowland and refers to the low hills
and plain on the western seaboard which he had captured (verses 6,7).

fihusbandmei- ikkar - to dig, a farmer.

fiand in Carmel- Carmelme ans dAfrui t f ul f i seteddad Rathnaohd i t 5
RSV: Afruitful | andso, as it i'sS not a ref ¢
Carmel in the south of Judah (1 Sam. 25:2).
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fifor he loved husbandyy adamah-s o i | (from its redness). R
he. o

V.11 - Ahad an host of fighting men, that went out to war by baiith.-ifhad a f or
ready for war , to go forth as a host i n
organi sation of Judahés ar med f or cognsent |t

force capable of quick response to attack. It was also unusual to see a scribe, Jeiel
(Acarri ed awaryler¢sloterGto dribe) a scribenby implication an official,
superintendent) associated wiathho aann da rpneyr.h a
attachment of men whose primary task was in the Scriptures is a reflection of verse 5.
They were under the control of AHanani aho

V.12 -fithe chief of the fathe'ssRo t h . : Aancestral c hsdrdws . 0
from principal families in Judah.

V.13-fanarmg-Rot h. Aiforce of a host 0.

fithat made war with mighty powemMighty is chayil - a force, andoower is kowach-
vigour. They constituted a formidable force in their time.

V.14- fhabergeond- shiryonah- a corslet (as if twisted), a breastplate or coat of mail.

V.15 - fihe made in Jerusalem engidéd€Enginesis chishshabown a contrivance (warlike
machine) . Rot h.: Ainventions. 0 Uzziah wa

fibulwark® - pinnah- an angle, by implication a pinnacle.

fANnd his name spread far abroa®preadis yatsa- to go out. Roth-iwent f ort h
He gained an international reputation, but tragically it went to his aeddrought about
his undoing.

fifor he was marvellsly helped, till he was strang Marvellouslyis pala - to separate,
distinguish. Divine help for Uzziah was extraordinary and sustained for about 40 years.

His name was completely fulfillefbr it meansi Yah hath strengthene
followed onthetimelessprinciple of 1 Cor. 10:12fiLet hi m t hat t hi nket
heed | esltn htehifalhe&.shared his fatherés mi s
own strength (2 Chron. 25:19).

PRESUMPTION SMITTEN WITH LEBR@3iYon. 26:151

V.16 - iButwhenhewasstrobgUz zi ahdés pride and self conf
40 years of unmixed success where he lost sight of the source and origin of his prosperity.
This was a danger predicted for Israel (Deut. 842A718). Solomorhad been aware of

it (Prov. 16:18). It is a sign of a loss of faith (Hab. 2:4). The antidote to pride and
presumption is to actively cultivate humility by service to others (Rom-9R2:3

fihis heart was lifted up to his destruabiehifted upis gabath - to soar,i.e. be lofty (fig.

to be haughty). It occurs in 2 Chron. 17:8 but in contrast (see notes on Jehoshaphat). The
word destructionis shachath- to decay,i.e. to ruin. Pride is undoubtedly the greatest
enemy of the servants of God. Many gneen have been ruined by it.

fihe transgressad- ma 6 -atd cover up; fig. to act covertly,e. treacherously. Roth.
facted unfaithfully. o
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fito burn incense upon the altar of incénsée n sy mb o | he sought to
141:2) but it was totally unacceptable to God. There was no Divinely appointed mediator.
Uzziahhadtbypassed Godébés chosen mediator s. Nadasa

Abiram had attempted a similargsumption with disastrous results (Lev. 10 and Num.
16). Uzziah has the distinction of being the first Hpoiest to enter the holy place in
defiance of Yahwe200s decree (Num. 4:19

UZZIAH - THE WOULBBE MESSIAH

The extraordinary presumption of Uahiin seeking the higpriesthood in addition to the
throne of Judah can be explained by a desire to attain all the qualifications of the Messiah
of Israel. Forty years of astonishing achievement and success in building a powdrful and
flourishing agricultiral society, of which the surrounding nations stood in awe, led king
Uzziah to believe that he had achieved the military success and the prosperity that would
di stinguish Messiahods reign. After al |
established Isi kingdom and mightily blessed every work to which he turned his hand.
Only one thing was lacking; he was not the Hmglest and mediator of his people, ar{d it
was this dual role of kingriest which he eagerly sought to crown his success and fuffil his
mistaken ambitions.

An examination of the frustrati o4riesthbodUz z i ¢
and his subsequent punishment reveal him as the antithesis of the true Messigh whose

position he desired to usurp. The following table is anyaisabf 2 Chron. 26:121 and
its relationship to the true Messiah, and should be considered together with the coptexts of
Lev. 13:4246 and Isa. 6.

UZZIAH (2 Chron. 26) CHRIST

V.16 - Josephus records that it was of|Heb.9:24-A For Chri st i
special feast day that he entered Tanplg |the holy places made with hands, wh
to offer incense for the nation. He soughf]are the figures of the true; but into hea|
mediate for the people of Judah. itself now to appear in the presence
God for wus. o

V.18 - He was forcefully reminded that tf]Heb. 7:1417 - Christ was from Juda
priesthood bel onged|iof whi ch tribe
concerniy pri esthoodo




Uzziah of Judah

V.19 - Uzziah was struck with leprosy in tf|Isa. 53:4,11- Chr i st was i

forehead- the symbol of corrupthinking.]]s ame wor d as fAsmit]

This was a sign from God that fls mi tten of God and
mediatorship for others was utterly rejeq|the consequences of Adamic condetion
and that he would perish in his sin. (1 Cor.15:22) by a
justify many. 0

V20-Josephus recor dd|Matt. 27:51 & Heb.10:1921-Chr i st

in the days of Uzz{|was accompanied by an earthquake wf
The walls of the Temple were split, allowif| split the veil of the Temple. His sacrifif

a ray of light to enter. opened the way intda he fAhol i

the Temple and in accordance with the
of Lev. 13:42-46 had most likely rent h
garment and uncovered his head, crying
Auncl ean, uncl eanol||lsa. 6:1-8 (cp. John 12:391) - Christ

Lev. 21:10. appears in glory i |

king) and his train (Heb- hi gh

V.21 - He dwelt alone in a house apartflgar ment s) f i | | e dded by
the remainder of his days; cut off from bflan immortalised priestly class (Seraphin
the Temple and his people. Unaltb rule]|Re v . 4: 8) he is prik

Jotham his son reigned over the Id]lYahweh Tzédvaoth. o

Uzziah ended up neither king or priest! seed, regeneration, sonship, completenesf

his knowledge shall my righteous serva}

resurrection confin
Smitten with leprosy Uzziah rushed frjjlover t he house of G

)

UZZIAH AS A TYPE OF MODERN ISRAEL

people have so long looked (Acts 2G°%% but this is the testimgnof recent angl
historian Heinrich Graetz in 1864. Barbara Tuchman in her Baanlk and Swordvrote;
their own Messiah did the return to

awaited the appearance of their Messiah. His bluntregy;wa i We ar e

is also clearly used in Scripture as a type oftthenbling of the Jews by the events
Armageddon. The events of 2 Chron. 26 in chronological order are:

ANot until they came to per ceidhaetolad gsi

The life of Uzziah was one of great achievement through Divine blessing, and was only
marred in the last ten years of his reign by one foolish act of presumption through which he
|l ost everything. The king who lrabecasneja ght
remarkable type of modern I srael whic|h

bel

It seems incredible that the nation of Israel could regard itself as the Messiah for which its

contemporary history. AThe Jewi sh peopl

nnit

srael

I
a Christadelphian tour party in Jerusalem asked Rabbi Abrahams whether the Jgws still
t h

e

of

Me s

The following is a concise list of the achievements of Uzziah and the way in which they
foreshadowed the success of the State of Israel in recent decades. The humbling ¢f Uzziah
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1. Uzziah captured and rebuilt Elath into a trading pdb Israel did in 1956 Elath
today is a trading port of the utmost importance
2. He captured the Shephela and the Nedsrael captured these areas in 1948 ang
has held them ever since
3. He defeated both the Arabs and the peoples of modern Jotdasuccessive wafs
modern Israel has also defeated both peaples
4. He fortified Jerusalem against attackAll new buildings in Jerusalem today §re
specially constructed to withstand modern warfare
5. He built a prosperous agricultural societyT h e imi racl eo df mo
agricultural prosperity is world famous
6. Uzziah foundwater supplies in the wilderness. s r ael 6 s i nnovafi ve
has brought water to barren land; e.g. Negev
7. Uzziah had an army of 300,000 trained in guerrilla warfadre.sr ael 6 ar m
approxi mately 300, 000 atrighterar e the wprl do
8. Uzziah developed a unique missile capacitysrael is in the forefront of the
development of missile systems in the world today
9. Uzziah was helped by God to achieve his military and economic sucdessmoderh
Israel has been helped Bod is indisputable
10. Uzziah attributed his success to his own strength and abill§ezel today believes ifs
success is by its own strength
11. Uzziah was humbled by an earthquakésrael will be humbled by the eventq of
Armageddon compared toehearthquake which occurred in the days of Uzziph
Zech.14:5.
12. Smitten and humbled, Uzziah dwelt in a house apart to contemplate hiSaithg
remnant of Israel will dwell apart until they realise the extent of their iniquitied and
pride- Zech.12:2-14.
V.17 - AAzariah the priedt Curiously the high priest of the time was the namesake of the
king (2 Kings 14:21). The name means fAYah
fithat were valiant mén Roth.-isons of val our o ( mg. nabl e
for the truho (Jer. 9:3), like Phinehas their forefather (Num. 25t 30).
V.18 - fiand they withstood Uzz@ahWithstoodis amad- to stand. Roth-fit hey t ook t
stand. 0 This is a dramatic scene as 80 pr

unitedstand against the king.

fihe priests the sons of Aaron that are consedatétbnsecratedis gadash- to be
(pronounce, make) clean. Yahweh determines the correct manner of approach to Himself,
not man. To Aaron and his sons was reserved the respitygibiburn incense for the
nation (Exod. 30:-8).

fineither shall it be for thine honour from tRDGod - RSV - A i t wi ||
honour from Yahweh. o The principle here

bri

V.19 - fiThen Uzziah was wrathThe king was disp@sl to stand his ground and argue,
thus betraying a determined and proud heart not malleable to receive rebuke.

ng
[



Uzziah of Judah

fiand had a censer in his handThe scene is reminiscent of Num. 16118. Twice it is
stated he had the intention of burning incense (V.I#8js demonstrates his firm intention
was to usurp the role of the priests.

fithe leprosy even rose up in his foreldeathe word forleprosyist s a r at@ scdurge;

ieebe stricken with | eprosy. I't has ever b
particularly its cause sin (Rom. 5:12; 6:23). When seen in ugly manifestation it
symbolised the presence of sin thaéeéwasepar :
outside the camp. This was especially true of leprosy infahehead (metsach-
conspicuous, the forehead) which symbolised the mind (Lev. 43619 . Uzziahos
was corruption of his thinking and so his judgement was poetic. The draneambthent

is heightened as the | eprosy firose upo or
Standing opposite him was the high priest with the plate around his forehead with the
words inscribed fAHol i ness tg Yahweho in di

fifrom beside the incense afiar A more emphatic rejection of his mediation is hardly
imaginable. Uzziah stood visibly corrupting beside the incense altar which spoke of
fellowship with God through prayer.

V.20 - fiall the priests, looked upon ldirLookedis panah- to turn the face, look. Roth.
Aturned towards hi mo. The record i mplies
from Uzziah, possibly to consult about what action should be taken in view of his refusal

to leave. However their atidgon was soon drawn to Uzziah again as attention was drawn

to the leprosy in his forehead. Perhaps Uzziah cried out, or if Josephus is correct the
earthquake struck at this point and all eyes were on the king.

fithey thrust him out from therce Thrust...out is bahal - to tremble inwardly (or
palpitate),i.e. be alarmed or agitated, by implication to hasten. The alarm and agitation of
the priests in these circumstances is obvious as they bundled the king out of the Temple.
He needed no persuasion now,aRot h. transl ates the next
hurried to go out. o

fibecause the @RDhad smitten hith- Smitten is naga- to touch,i.e. lay the hand upon.
This word is transl ated fAstrickeno in | sa.

V.21 - fithe king was a leper unto thaydof his death- As such he had absolutely no

access to the Temple or the priests. There was no way of return, particularly for this form

of leprosy (Lev. 13:42 6 ) . iln the year that king Uzzi
inIsaiah 6:1whereshar p contrast i s -Wle aMes biealwe@ eand
Messiah. The former died from his disease which resulted from a corrupt mind; the latter
was glorified after resurrection to life because of the holiness of his mind.

fiand dwelt in a seval housé - Severalis chophshiyth prostration by sickness, from the
root, to spread loose, free. Rotiia hous e ap a46tprescribes that a leperl 3 : 4
with the disease in his forehead was dndutte

fdJothamhi s son was o0 vc-rJothann reignédi as gedest foh mrabably
about 10 years.
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THE DEATH OF UZZ&§4Chron26:2223

V.22 - idid Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz, awites ai a h 0 s
savedo or

name

me an
i s al wane seoved toouhderliha thedtragic staté of the king in

whose reign he began to prophesy (Isa. I:1). The context of Isa. 1 (note verses 5,7,8,12,13)

s eems t o make a number of all usi ons

2 Chron. 26:16&23 areclearly the background to Isa. 6.
V.23 - fithey buried him...in the field of the barialike Jehoram before him @hron.

to

21:20), and later Ahaz (2 Chron. 28:27), he was excluded from the sepulchres of the kings

and buried in the field reserved forkingh o fidepart ed

wi t hout

bei

WHY MATTHEW EXCLUDED FOUR RULERS

The genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ is divided by Matthew into three divisi
fourteen generations (Matt. I:17), but he has been accused of altering facts to pro
this arrangement. Four rulers have been excluded between Joram and Ozias (U
verse 8, namely; Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash and Amaziah. Was their omission an o
or did Matthew deliberately exclude them for a reason?

The latter is clearly the answer this question. Matthew was justified in omitting th
from the lineage of David, for they were not truly of his house, but of the house o}
king of Israel. As a result of a foolish political alliance, Jehoshaphat, king of
brought into his buse Athaliah the corrupt daughter of Ahab and Jezebel by contra
marriage between her and his eldest son and heir to the throne, Jehoram ( 2 Chrg
The unhappy consequences of this alliance were soon manifested by the house
gaining canplete control of the kingdom of Judah, and in the introduction of the
idolatries into the southern kingdom. The influence of Athaliah remained until the rg
Amaziah and all four rulers omitted by Matthew were responsible for introducin
promoting corrupt idolatries in Judah.

God pronounced the judgement of annihilation on the wicked house of Ahab (1
21:2122; 2 Kings 10:10), and Athaliah and her posterity were included in
condemnation despite the fact that she had married litdite of David. At Sing
Yahweh had decl ared that He would vis
fourth generation of them that hate
this principle the four rulers were excluded from the lineage of Dagwhuse of the
wickedness and hatred of Yahweh after the pattern of Ahab and Jezebel.

Matthew indicates in his genealogy that the true line of David was restored in |
testifying that God is not only just, but also merciful. The omission of fowrguk
therefore not an oversight, nor an attempt by Matthew to alter facts to suit his gene

bns of

vide for
yziah) in
versight

em
Ahab
Judah
Cting a

of Ahab
vilest
ign of

j and

Kings
that

it

t
me o (

r

zziah,

hlogical

arrangement, but on the contrary, a direct intervention by the Spirit of God to enshrline His

judgement against Ahabés house.

n. 18:1).
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Jotham of Judah

JOTHAM -
The Upright
(JUDAH)

HEBREW-A Yahweh is perfecto or fAuprighto
FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 15:5 LAST MENTION - Mic. 1:1

LENGTH OF REIGN - 16 years from 750 BC (as-tegent); 739734 (sole king)

AGE AT ACCESSION - 25 yeaars AT DEATH - 41 years

FATHER -Uzziah-i St r engt h of Yaho

MOTHER -Jerushahi Possessedd (by a husband)

CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Menahem 75342 BC; Pekaiah 74241 BC; Pekah 740
732/1 BC.

SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - Isa. 1:1; Hos. 1:1; Mic. 1:1.

SUMMARY GFHARACTER

The reign of Jotham was relatively short but enormously successful. He came to the
throne as a coegent with his father Uzziah who was forced out of public life by the
leprosy he contracted in the Temple as a result of his presumption. #sednot ha mdé s
reign lasted only about 6 years, but throughout his short reign he followed the example of
his fatherds early years and sought Yahweh

The history of Jothamb6s r ei gtoclearlyindicatethat br i e
he was one of Judahoés best Kkings, althougl
he was successful at home and abroad. His military campaigns and internal projects to
fortify Judah wer e abhdcdme i miedlyt yo.ldessEhle ua
his reign was that his personal dedication to God was not shared by the majority of the
people of Judah. After the Divine estimation of Jotham the record concludes ominously;
AfAnd the people Hadbgepecoepbpnaptintegridoy
he appears to have been unaware of the de:
This had to wait until the reign of Hezekiah his grandson.

The most important f eat amtbe rexdrd islteetfactdhatdiis | i f
success was directly related to his godlir
mi ghty, because he prepared (established o

grounds upon which present and ultimatecsc ess ar e predi cated ha
this man will | look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my
wordo (lsa. 66:2), and Jotham found this t
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HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF JOTHAMGS REI (

2 Kings 2 Chron.
Becames ceregent with his father 15:5 26:21
Divine estimation of his reign 15:3234 27:1-2
Builds fortifications in Judah 15:35 27:34
Defeats the Ammonites and prospers 27:56
Final summary and death 15:3638 27:7-9

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

DIVINE ESTIMATIAND PROSPERI®¥ Chron. 27:4

V. 1 - fhe reigned sixteen years in JerusaleAp pr oxi mately 10 years
was as caegent with Uzziah who was sidelined with leprosy (2 Chron. 26:21).

fJerushah, the daughter of Zaglewadokme a n s ofirj ufisrtioght o . The f
not al ways appended to the name of t he ki
Jotham was an wupright man (see the meanin
fact was probably substantial.

V.2 - fiaccording @ all that his father Uzziah alid Jotham upheld the principles that
governed Uzziahdés early years and avoided
righteousness he also enjoyed Uzziahds eno

fiAnd the peopldid yet corruptiy - Corruptly is shachath to decay, ruin. 2 Kings 15:35

adds t hat t he hi gh pl aces were stildl i n
engendered a spirit of dedication to Yahweh in his people. The focus seems to have been
on agricultural and military success and not on spiritual education such as afsadcte
Jehoshaphat 6s rul e. The resul t, seen i n t
was apathy and private corruption among the people. Jotham was a man who maintained
his own relationship with God very well, but was not successful inenfling his people

to do the same.

V.3 - fiHe built the high gate of the house of bR -For @A hi gh gated Rol
Aupper gateo. Like Uzziah he always had
one in the Temple, but this was not whia nation required at the time. Spiritual renewal

was the most urgent need.

fion the wall of Ophel Ophelsignifies a mound,e. a fortress. It was a fortified section of
the eastern wall of Jerusalem.

V.4 - fihe built castles in the mountains of JudaBastlesis migdalah- a tower. In this he
foll owed his fatheros policies of strong
(2 Chron. 26:910).

JOTHAM DEFEATS THE AMMONIZ E&ron. 27:6

V.5 - fithe Ammonites- They had given tribute to Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:8), but probably
saw his demise as an opportunity to revolt against Judah. Jotham restored the payment of
even more substantial tribute by his campaign.
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V.6 - AiSo Jotham became mighty because he preparedhiis before thedRDhis God -

Mighty is chazag seize, to be strong. The wapdeparedis kuwn- to be erect, to set up,
establish, fix. Rot h. transl ates the phr
success. Personal integrity bef@ed and steadfastness in his ways culminated in Divine
blessings that saw him rise to great strength. Sadly, Jotham was unable to translate his
personal example into strong spiritual leadership for his people.

DEATH AND BURI&R Chron27:79

V.7 - Aiandall his waré - Clearly Jotham was a man of action in defending the boundaries

of Judah. He was always prepared to fight the battles that were necessary to secure a quiet
and peaceable life for his people. However, as in the case of Jeroboam lllpfhigitaey

success and peace only seemed to encourage apathy, materialism, and corruption among
the people of Judah.

V.9 - fithey buried him in the city of Dawvidor his uprightness Jotham secured a place
among the kings, unlike his father. He diedh&t age of 41 (V.8), enormously successful,
but leaving only a limited legacy, which was soon to be demolished by his son and
successor, Ahaz.



AHAZ -

The Perfidious ldolater
(JUDAH)

HEBREW -fi Po s s ef@m omr @ot meaning Ato sei zeo
FIRST MENTION - 2 Kings 15:38 LAST MENTION - Mic. 1:1

LENGTH OF REIGN - 16 years from 734 BC (possibly as-mmgent); 732715 (sole
rule)

AGE AT ACCESSION - 20 years (LXX 25 years) AT DEATH - 36 (LXX 41)
FATHER -Jothamrfi Ya thwe s per fect o

MOTHER - Not named the only one in the historical records of the kings of Judah.
CONTEMPORARY KINGS - Pekah 746732/1 BC; Hoshea 73123 BC.
SIGNIFICANT REFERENCES - Isa. 7:112; 14:28; 38:8; Hos. 1:1, Mic. 1:1.

SUMMARY OF CHARACTER

Ahaz must be rated among the worst of Jud:
his father Jotham and was so perfidious throughout his reign that there are times when the
Divine chronicler appears almost incredulous at the extent of his apostagge
exclamati on, AThis 1is that king Ahazodo ( 2
went in frustrating and antagonising Yahweh. In all his ways he was utterly obnoxious to

his God. Not only was Ahaz distinguished by such exclamations concéiiripgrsonal
faithlessness, but perhaps more importantly, he was memorialised as the great defiler of

Gododos ecclesi a; AFor Yahweh brought Judah
made Judah naked and transgress®d Thiore a
statement is most iilluminating because of
of course he was not. I't is clear that tt

this way to reveal that Ahaz had reduced Judah to thedélaiael in his sight. Ahaz was

no better, and in many ways was more corrupt, than the wicked kings of Israel. Under his
leadership Judah was indistinguishable from Israel which was in its last stages of decay
and dissolution.

The phrase nmakedad eprJauwiaches t he key to Ah
transl at es; Afor he had given the rein i
completely dominates human life. Ahaz was totally devoid of faith and so gave himself
over to the most corrupt ims of idolatry in order to satisfy fleshly lusts. In doing this he
opened the floodates for the corruption that simmered beneath the surface during his
fatherds reign (2 Chron. 27:2) . He gave t
no restrants and no fear of redress.

The effect of this wholesale idolatry was to shut the doors upon eternal life for an entire
generation, and this was symbolised by his act of shutting the doors of the house of God
and curtailing the activities of the Leviticalr i est hood. Judahdés | eg
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and was replaced by Ahazbés own abhorrent
shut the Temple doors, but he also ransacked it for the holy vessels in order to induce
Tiglath-pileser of Assyria to asgifim against Syria and Israel. Following reverses in his
conflict with the | atter and his failure
obtain the design of Syrian altars so that he could establish an altar in Jerusalem to worship
Sy r i a b He rgmwkd and repositioned the laver and the altar of burnt offering in the
Temple court and set up his Syrian altar in their place. His reasoning was that if the gods
of Syria had helped them in defeating Judah, they would help him if he worshiygred t

Such was the incredible perfidy of Ahaz.

Before these developments however, the faithlessness of Ahaz in its incipient form was

revealed in his encounter with the prophe
Isaiah chapter 7. Yahweh soughtconvert Ahaz and to encourage him to manifest faith
i n Hi m. It was Godds intention to protect

could have been offered than the Divine assurances of help against Pekah and Rezin. Ahaz
was encouraged tesk a sign from Yahweh to confirm His intention to defend Judah, but
Ahaz hypocritically declined the invitati
tempt Yahweho is not a manifestation of hu
not believe in Yahweh, and to ask a sign would have been to acknowledge the claims of a
God whose existence and power he doubted
concerning Pekah and Rezin had foreshadow
surelyyw cannot be trustedo. -theTrsting cam ke trustedSc r i
the faithful can be relied upon. The subsequent years were to reveal the truth of this
principle.

HARMONY OF THE RECORDS OF AHAZO6S REI GN

2 Kings 2 Chron.
Accession at ag20 15:38 27:9
His evil reign and idolatry 16:1-4 28:1-4
Invaded by Syria and Israel 16:56 28:5
Is confronted by Isaiah the prophet Isa.7:1-25
Pekahdés great victory over hi2868
Pekahdés captives returned 28:915
He seeks help from Assyria 16:7-9 28:1621
Worships the gods of Syria 28:2223
Builds Syrian altars in Jerusalem 16:1016 28:2425
Desecrates the Temple 16:1718
Death and burial 16:1920 28:2627

VERSE BY VERSE NOTES

ACCESSIONMHAZG6S EVI L REI 92 Chad.28:8 UDGEMENT

V.2 - fihe walked in the ways of the kings of Israélhaz plunged Judah back into the
apostasy of the house of Aham doing this le had the support of many of the people (2
Chron. 27:2). This reference to the kings of Israel is a most significaaselm view of
verse 19vhere Ahaz is referred to as tileng of Israeld
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fland made also molten images for Baalitdo other king of Judah had stooped to the
worship of Baal after the pattern of Ahab before Ahaz. It was a breathtaking leap into
idolatry and showed a complete lack of faith in Yahweh. Baalim is plural and signifies
that he multiplied the strange gods he sought to worship.

V.3 - fiMoreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinndinaz offered his
Aprayer so t o hiusylgedcohthetAmraonited whe wias worshipped by the
sacrifice of children. Some commentator s
the moans of the children burnt to Molech in the valley or ravine on the south side of
Jerusalem.

fiand burnt his chilén in the frée-The compani on record of 2 K
made his son to pass through the fire.o I
human sacrifices to Molech and that the so
thas been suggested that the statement <cor

more than any man, and his form more than
real life experience of Hezekiah who was disfigured by passing through thenfitee o
arms of Molech. This may be so, but the important lesson from this must not be missed.

Ahaz was typical of parents who place th
encouraging them in pursuits that are likely to defile and corrupt their ramdideave

per manent O6scarsd and mor al di sfigurement .
recreational pursuits in the modern worl 0

carelessly and with the wrong motivation.

V.4 - fiand on the hills, and undevery green trée- Heights were regarded by the
Canaanites as places to worship their gods, usually in a licentious way. So it was with
every prominent tree. The effect was to pervade every walk of life with gross and
licentious practices and imagestmissimilar to those which abound in the modern world.
Isaiah and later Jeremiah specially condemned the practises indulged in these places (Isa.
57:5; Jer. 2:20,3:6,13). Ezekiel likewise condemned them (Ezek. 6:13).

V.5 - iWherefore thedARDhis God dlivered him into the hand of the king of Byriehe

record in 2 Kings 16 provides details of the Syrian and lIsraeli invasion of Judah (see
following notes). The point to be made here is that these invasions were arranged by God
(cal |l ed A hrn AhazGromd ldis) perfidg. Sb devoid was he of faith in Yahweh
that they had the opposite effect!

REZIN AND PEKAH INVADE JU2Akings 16:9

V.5 - iThen Rezin king of SygsiaHi s name means fidel i ght o, fr
pleased with. Reziruted Syria for about 30 years from 750 to 720 BC.

fiPekah the son of Remaliah king of IsraPle k ah means HAwatcho, fr
(the =eyes). Remal i ah sig. ifYah has bede
contemptuousl y sroerf eafr elde mal iaash of t(hles a . 7.4,

rose to power by assassinating his master and was motivated purely by greed and lust for
power.

ficame up to Jerusalem to war, and they besieged Alfar alliance had been forged
between Israel and Sgriwith the purpose of annexing Judah and ousting the Davidic line.
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They proposed to install ithe son of Tabeec
determined to frustrate their purpose as Isaiah informed Ahaz (Is@).7:1

V.6 - fiRezin king of \Bia recovered Elath to SyriaThus reversing Uzzi
restore it to Judah (2 Chron. 26:2).

V.7 - ASo Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglathpilesern s pi t e of | satahos
9) Ahaz placed his trust in the help of a power he could Heesent to procure the help of
Tiglathpil eser (idMy t reutlsetgodiNmib)ithe Assyhae kilg.on o
He was also known as Pul and reigned from-72% BC. He was a mighty conqueror of

the surrounding nations and introduced the Aasysystem of deportation and relocation

of conquered peoples to ensure long term subjugation.

fil am thy servantandthysorAhaz 6s t ot al rejection of Yah
addressed to Tiglatpileser. He chose to be the servant of a iemonarch while
refusing the offer of a sign from God that help was available from above (Is&l3).10

V.9 - fithe king of Assyria went up against Damaseut not immediately, as testified
both by history and 2 Chron. 28:21. Tiglatiteser first ly-passed Damascus until he had
swept through Israel, then he turned and attacked it in accordance with his own plans.

fland carried the people of it captive t@® KiK i r means Afortresso.
captivity fulfilled the prophecy of Amos 1:5.

ISAAH CONFRONTS AH#sa. 7:125

V.2 - fiAnd it was told the house of Da@vidrhe promise to David was all that preserved
Ahaz, for he was not worthy of preservation. As might be expected, Ahaz placed no value
on his descent from David (2 Kings 16:7).

fiSyria is confederate with EphrainConfederateis nuwach- to rest,i.e. settle down. The
AV margin has firesteth on Ephrai mo.

fihis heart was moved Movedis nuwa - to waver. Ahaz was a weak, unstable, and
faithless character blown about by every change of circumstances and the exigencies of the
moment (Jude 13).

V.3-flsaiam-AYah i s salvationo. The name of th
was at had. Isaiah and his sons were men of sign to Ahaz if he was able to perceive it
(Isa. 8:18).

fiand Sheajashub thy sod- The name means significantly,
This was a promise from God that a remnant would be preserved througheall t
difficulties that then, and in the future would come upon the house of David. A remnant
did return from the captives taken by Pekah (2 Chron-28)6

fiat the end of the conduit of the upper @po@onduitist e 6 ad chdmnel. This was the
virginds fountain at Gi hon which Hezekiah | at e

V.4 - fiTake heed and be quietThe wordquiet is shagat- to repose. This is in direct
contrast to his wavering and fear (V.2). To accept this exhortation and remain calm
required féth andAhaz did not possess any.






